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ANNOTATED AGENDA FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP OF
THE COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS TO PREPARE AN

INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR THE PROMOTION

AND PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS,

INCLUDING MIGRANT WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES
“Identification of proposals, best practices, and specific activities for preparing an Inter-American Program within the OAS for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families”
September 30 and October 1, 2004

Washington D.C. 

A.
Objectives and Context of the Special Meeting


The Special Meeting of the Working Group is designed to provide information and suggestions regarding the drafting of the Inter-American Program within the OAS for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and their Families, pursuant to the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, and to the General Assembly mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2027 (XXXIV-O-04) and AG/RES. 1928 (XXXIII-O/03).

The panelists and speakers will pursue two objectives: 

1) The first is to provide background and information on current programs for the protection of the human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families, and to convey as wide a range as possible of experiences in this field.

2) The second is to identify proposals, best practices, and specific activities that might be of use to the Working Group in preparing the Program.  For organizational purposes, these specific activities will be divided into three general categories, which will in turn be subdivided into activities for the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants: 

i)
proposals, best practices, and specific activities for the OAS;

ii)
proposals, best practices, and specific activities for the member states;
iii)
proposals, best practices, and specific activities requiring the collaboration and cooperation of international agencies and/or civil society organizations.

With these goals in mind, panelists will be encouraged to submit their presentations in writing and in good time–if possible, by no later than September 17, 2004–so as to facilitate dialogue with the states during the meeting.  It will also be suggested that panelists address specific areas of importance identified by member states at the preparatory meeting on April 16, 2004, which could include the following topics, among others:  human rights, remittances, detention of migrants by private individuals, labor rights, access to justice, due process guarantees, eradicating discrimination, the right to personal liberty, the rights of indigenous groups, suffrage, orderly migration, irregular migration, the responsibilities of migrants, the responsibility of states as countries of origin, transit, and destination of migrants, benefits for migrants, smuggling of migrants, and trafficking in persons.

The resulting information and conclusions will later be compiled in a rapporteur’s report on the special meeting and circulated to member states for consideration at subsequent meetings of the Working Group.  It should be clarified that the agenda for this special meeting shall in no way predetermine the structure ultimately chosen by the Working Group for preparation of the program.
B.
Program for the Special Meeting

Thursday, September 30, 2004
9:30-9:45 a.m.
Opening session


Background and context of the Proposed Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families

· Statement by the Secretary General or Assistant Secretary General of the OAS

· Presentation: Chair of the Working Group
· Election of the rapporteur of the special meeting
9:45-10:30 a.m.
PANEL I




Draft Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants in the OAS Framework, prepared by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
· Panelists:  IACHR Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, staff members designated by the IACHR

· Proposals, best practices, and specific activities



[This panel will provide an opportunity for the Special Rapporteur to delve into the background, characteristics, and objectives of the Proposed Inter-American Program prepared by the IACHR, taking into consideration the methodology chosen for this special meeting, described in Point 1 (Objectives and Context of the Special Meeting).  The panel will also provide an opportunity to discuss other IACHR activities in this field.]
10:30-10:45 a.m.
Dialogue with states

Thursday, September 30, 2004 (continued)
10:45 a.m. -12:00 noon
PANEL II





Experiences of the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS
· Panelists: Representatives of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD), the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), and the Unit for Social Development and Education (UDSE)

· Proposals, best practices, and specific activities




[This panel will provide an opportunity for organs and entities of the OAS and of the inter-American system to share experiences with migration issues that might usefully be built into the Inter-American Program to be prepared by the Working Group, and to put forward possible strategies for collaboration and cooperation by those organs and entities in the program.]

12:00-12:30 p.m.

Dialogue with states

12:30-2:30 p.m.

Break 
2:30-5:00 p.m.

PANEL III




Experiences of other organizations

1.
Experiences of multilateral organizations
· Panelists: Representatives of the United Nations (Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the Ibero-American Federation of Ombudsmen (IFO)
· Proposals, best practices, and specific activities

5:00-5:30 p.m.

Dialogue with states

Friday, October 1, 2004
9:30-10:30 a.m.
PANEL III (continued)



2.
Experiences of regional groups
· Panelists: Representatives of the Regional Conference on Migration (CRM), the Central American Commission of Migration Directors (OCAM), South American Conference on Migration, the Andean Community of Nations (CAN), CARICOM, and the Political Consultation and Coordination Forum of MERCOSUR and Associate Members (FCCP)

· Proposals, best practices, and specific activities
10:30-11:00

Dialogue with states

11:00 a.m. -12:00 noon
PANEL III (continued)



3.
Experiences of civil society
· Panelists: Representatives of civil society organizations, academics, and experts
· Proposals, best practices, and specific activities



[This panel will provide an opportunity for multilateral, regional, and civil society organizations to share their experiences and put forward specific proposals on migration issues that might usefully be built into the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families.]

12:00-12:30 p.m.
Dialogue with states
12:30-2:30 p.m.
Break
2:30-5:00 p.m.
PANEL IV



Dialogue among governmental experts from the member states
· Panelists: Experts on migration designated by the states
· Proposals, best practices, and specific activities



[This panel will provide an opportunity for experts from OAS member states to share their experiences, proposals, and concerns on migration issues that might usefully be built into the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families.]

5:00-5:30 p.m.
Preliminary report of the rapporteur of the meeting
· Reading of the preliminary report of the rapporteur of the meeting



[The closing session will provide the rapporteur of the meeting an opportunity to read out his or her preliminary report on the special meeting.]
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