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CHAPTER II 

LEGAL BASES AND ACTIVITIES 2012
A.
Legal Bases, Functions, and Powers
1. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (“IACHR” or “the Commission”) is an autonomous organ of the Organization of American States (OAS), headquartered in Washington, D.C. Its mandate is prescribed in the OAS Charter, the American Convention on Human Rights, and the Commission’s Statute. The IACHR is one of the two bodies in the Inter-American system responsible for the promotion and protection of human rights; the other is the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, based in San José, Costa Rica.

2. The IACHR consists of seven members who carry out their functions independently, without representing any particular country. Its members are elected by the General Assembly of the OAS for a period of four years and may be re-elected only once. The IACHR meets in regular and special sessions several times a year. The Executive Secretariat carries out the tasks delegated to it by the IACHR and provides the Commission with legal and administrative support in its pursuit of its functions.

3. In April 1948, in Bogotá, Colombia, the OAS adopted the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man (“the American Declaration”), the first international human rights instrument of a general nature. The IACHR was created in 1959 and met for the first time in 1960.

4. In 1961, the IACHR began a series of visits to several countries for on-site observations of the human rights situation. Since then, the Commission has made more than 106 visits to the Organization’s member States. Based in part on these on-site investigations, to date the Commission has published 95 country reports and thematic reports.

5. In 1965, the IACHR was expressly authorized to examine complaints or petitions related to specific cases of human rights violations. By 2012 the Commission had received thousands of complaints, corresponding to almost 20,000 petitions concerning individual violations. The final reports on individual cases published by the IACHR may be found in the  annual reports of the Inter-American Commission. They are also available on the IACHR website under the Petitions and Cases section. 

6. The American Convention on Human Rights was adopted in 1969 and came into force in 1978. As of December 2012, a total of 24 member States were parties to the Convention: Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
 The Convention defines the human rights that the ratifying States have agreed to respect and guarantee. The Convention also created the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and established the functions and procedures of the Court and of the Commission. In addition to examining complaints of violations of the American Convention committed by the instrument’s States parties, the IACHR has competence, in accordance with the OAS Charter and with the Commission’s Statute, to consider alleged violations of the American Declaration by OAS member States that are not yet parties to the American Convention.

7. The principal responsibility of the IACHR is to promote the observance and defense of human rights in the Americas. In fulfillment of that mandate, the Commission:

(a)
Receives, analyzes and investigates individual petitions alleging human rights violations pursuant to Articles 44 to 51 of the Convention, Articles 19 and 20 of its Statute, and Articles 22 to 50 of its Rules of Procedure.

(b)
Observes the general human rights situation in the member States and, when it deems appropriate, publishes special reports on the existing situation in any member State.

(c)
Conducts on-site visits to member States to carry out in-depth analyses of the general situation and/or to investigate a specific situation. In general, these visits lead to the preparation of a report on the human rights situation encountered, which is then published and submitted to the OAS Permanent Council and General Assembly. 

(d)
Fosters public awareness of human rights in the Americas. To that end, the Commission prepares and publishes studies on specific subjects, such as measures that should be adopted to guarantee greater access to justice; the impact of internal armed conflicts on certain groups of citizens; the human rights situation of children, women, LGBTI persons, migrant workers and their families, people deprived of their liberty, human rights defenders, indigenous peoples, and communities of African descent, racial discrimination, and freedom of expression.

(e)
Organizes and carries out visits, conferences, seminars, and meetings with representatives from governments, academic institutions, nongovernmental organizations, and other bodies, to disseminate information and promote a broader understanding of the work of the Inter-American human rights system.

(f)
Makes recommendations to OAS member States for the adoption of measures that will contribute to the protection of human rights in the countries of the Hemisphere.

(g)
Requests that member States adopt “precautionary measures” in accordance with the provisions of Article 25 of its Rules of Procedure, to prevent irreparable harm to human rights in grave and urgent cases. It can also request that the Inter-American Court order the adoption of “provisional measures” in cases of extreme gravity and urgency to prevent irreparable harm to persons, even if the case has not yet been referred to the Court.

(h)
Submits cases to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and appears in court during litigation. 

(i)
Requests advisory opinions from the Inter-American Court in accordance with the provisions of Article 64 of the American Convention.

8. Any person, group of persons, or nongovernmental entity that is legally recognized in one or more OAS member States may petition the Commission with regard to the violation of any right protected by the American Convention, by the American Declaration, or by any other pertinent instrument, in accordance with the applicable provisions and its Statute and Rules of Procedure. Also, under the terms of Article 45 of the American Convention, the IACHR may consider communications from a State alleging rights violations by another State. Petitions may be filed in any of the four official languages of the OAS (English, French, Spanish, or Portuguese) by the alleged victim of the rights violation or by a third party, and, in the case of interstate petitions, by a government.

B.
Inter-American Commission's Periods of Sessions Held in 2012
9. In the period covered by this report, the Inter-American Commission met on three occasions:  March 19 to 30, at its 144th regular session; July 16 to 20, at its 145th regular session; and October 29 to November 16, at its 146th regular session.
 In the course of 2012, the Inter-American Commission adopted a total of 42 admissibility reports, 17 inadmissibility reports, 8 friendly settlements, 42 archiving decisions, and 15 reports on merits, one of which it published.  It also held 71 hearings and 48 working meetings. 

1.
144th Regular Session

10. The Inter-American Commission held its 144th regular session from March 19 to 30, 2012, on which occasion it also elected its officers. Following the election the Commission’s leadership was as follows: José de Jesús Orozco Henríquez, President; Tracy Robinson, First Vice President; and Felipe González, Second Vice President. The IACHR is also composed of commissioners Dinah Shelton, Rodrigo Escobar Gil, Rosa María Ortiz, and Rose-Marie Belle Antoine. The Executive Secretary during this period was Santiago A. Canton and the Assistant Executive Secretary was Elizabeth Abi-Mershed. 

11. The Commission noted the historical importance that for the first time in its more than half a century of existence that it convened with a majority of women members. 

12. In the course of its sessions, the IACHR held 39 hearings and 23 working meetings. It also adopted 61 reports on individual cases and petitions: 21 on admissibility, 11 on inadmissibility, 3 on friendly settlements, 22 archiving reports, and 4 reports on merits, one of which it decided to publish.

13. The Inter-American Commission held a meeting with a delegation headed by the governor of the state of Chihuahua, Mexico. At the meeting, the delegation referred to the will of the State government to enhance the structures for protection of human rights and presented information about different programs being implemented to that end. For its part, the IACHR welcomed the readiness expressed to engage in dialogue and valued the measures adopted as positive, particularly considering that the IACHR continues to receive troubling reports of human rights violations in the state of Chihuahua. 

14. The Commission also received a delegation from the Government of Ecuador headed by the minister of foreign affairs and other high-ranking officials. The delegation presented information regarding the procedure of precautionary measures before the Commission
. 
15. In the course of this session, the Inter-American Commission welcomed the impetus given in Mexico to a constitutional reform that would allow federal authorities to investigate and prosecute crimes that "restrict or undermine the right to information or freedom of expression or of the press” as well as a proposed law on protection for human rights defenders and journalists. The IACHR also expressed appreciation for the progress made by Argentina in implementing the recommendations contained in the Commission's report on the merits in case 12.324. In addition, the Inter-American Commission welcomed the international recognition of responsibility made by the president of Uruguay in the forced disappearance of María Claudia García Iruretagoyena de Gelman and the public apology offered to her daughter. Similarly, the IACHR welcomed the acts of recognition of international responsibility, apology, and commemoration made by various States: El Salvador with respect to the massacres at El Mozote and neighboring areas; Guatemala in the case of Juan Jacobo Arbenz Guzmán and in the case of the massacre at the community of Las Dos Erres; and Mexico with respect to Valentina Rosendo Cantú and her daughter. 

16. The Commission also expressed concern about information received regarding various problems in the area of human rights that persist in the region. Those problems concern the observance and assurance of the rights to life, humane treatment, a fair trial and judicial protection; the exercise of economic, social, and cultural rights; and the situation of the rights of children, migrants, human rights defenders, indigenous peoples, Afro-descendants, women, persons deprived of liberty, and LGBTI persons, among other issues.  

17. Specifically, the IACHR received worrying information about the lack of access to justice for adolescent female victims of sexual violence; the impact of extractive industries, particularly on indigenous peoples and Afro-descendant populations; and the situation of threefold discrimination to which indigenous women have historically been subjected on the basis of gender, indigenous identity, and poverty. On its own initiative, the IACHR convened a hearing during this session on the situation of persons deprived of liberty in Honduras in response to a fire that broke out at the National Penitentiary of Comayagua in which 362 people died. Furthermore, the Commission expressed concern about information received with respect to Haiti and Suriname regarding setbacks in efforts to combat impunity for crimes against humanity. 

18. In the course of this session, the Inter-American Commission presented its Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas, which suggests that the obstacles identified in the First Report in 2006 as hindering the efforts of human rights defenders not only continue, but in some cases have intensified. 

19. The IACHR examined the report of the OAS Permanent Council's Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System. It also held a hearing on "Strengthening the Inter-American human rights system,” which was attended by representatives of an umbrella coalition of some 700 human rights organizations in the Americas.

20. At the close of the session, the Inter-American Commission reiterated that the participation of representatives of States and civil society organizations in hearings and meetings held in the course of IACHR sessions constitutes an important contribution to strengthening efforts to protect human rights in the region. The Commission also expressed its most profound concern, repudiation and condemnation at the fact that some of the individuals who had appeared at IACHR hearings and meetings were subjected by private individuals and, in some cases, high level government officials, to threats and reprisals, and to attempt to discredit them. The IACHR also underscored the importance of the United States Government’s granting of visas to enable people to take part in hearings and working meetings. 

2.
145th Regular Session

21. The Inter-American Commission held its  145th regular session from July 16 to 20, 2012. Owing to the internal nature of this session, the IACHR held no public hearings or working meetings in the course of it. The Commission adopted eight reports on individual cases and petitions: 4 on admissibility, 3 on the merits, and one friendly settlement.

3.
146th Regular Session

22. The Inter-American Commission held its 146th regular session from October 29 to November 16, 2012. The recently elected Executive Secretary of the IACHR, Emilio Álvarez Icaza Longoria, served at this session. 
23. The Commission acknowledged, in particular, the presence of 25 member States, the OAS Secretary General, and the Assistant Secretary General at the hearing held with member States on strengthening the Inter-American human rights system, as well as the participation of 62 speakers at the hearing held with civil society representatives from around the Americas. This strong turnout at both hearings, held on October 31, despite the obstacles posed by Hurricane Sandy, is a sign of confidence that the IACHR welcomes and appreciates. 

24. The full Commission attended the special meeting of the OAS Permanent Council held to discuss the Commission's response to the recommendations of the Special Working Group. In addition, the Commission received the OAS Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, and his chief of staff, Hugo de Zela, for the purpose of continuing and expanding their positive and productive dialogue on the strengthening process. It also met with representatives of OAS observer States. The IACHR considered invaluable the extensive and constructive participation of all the stakeholders of the Inter-American human rights system in the dialogue on strengthening the system.

25. The Inter-American Commission also values and appreciates the $500,000 increase for the IACHR in the 2013 OAS budget approved by a special session of the OAS General Assembly, especially considering the overall financial position of the Organization. 

26. In the course of this session 32 hearings were held,
 along with 25 working meetings, with the Commission adopting 51 reports on individual cases and petitions: 16 on admissibility, 6 on inadmissibility, 3 on friendly settlements, 20 archiving reports, and 6 reports on the merits. During these sessions, the IACHR made progress in the discussions on amending its Rules of Procedure and reforming its policies and practices. In addition, the Inter-American Commission decided to create a Unit on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, which will be led by Commissioner Rose-Marie Belle Antoine. It also appointed Commissioner Tracy Robinson to head the Unit on the Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Trans, Bisexual, and Intersex Persons. During this session, the Inter-American Commission, represented by its president, signed a memorandum of understanding with Colombia's Supreme Court of Justice, in order to strengthen ties of cooperation between the institutions. 
27. Based on information received at the various hearings and meetings held and from its analysis of reports on cases decided in the course of this session, the Inter-American Commission concluded that structural human rights problems persist in the region. Those problems concern the observance of the rights to life, humane treatment, a fair trial and judicial protection; the exercise of economic, social, and cultural rights; and the situation of the rights of children, migrants, human rights defenders, indigenous peoples, Afro-descendants, women, persons deprived of liberty, and LGBTI persons, among other issues. 
28. The IACHR expressed particular concern at the deportation of Haitian nationals, particularly those who are deported from the United States to Haiti, bearing in mind the humanitarian crisis and other difficulties that that country faces in the wake of the earthquake in 2010, such as a lack of access to medical treatment in Haiti to address their health situation. The Inter-American Commission again calls on the United States to suspend deportations to Haiti of persons of Haitian origin who are seriously ill or who have family members in the United States, especially when those family members are children or when those at risk of deportation are the family's primary breadwinners. This suspension should be maintained until Haiti can guarantee that access to medical treatment meets the minimum applicable standards.

29. The IACHR also continued to receive information regarding the failure by States to adopt effective protection measures, and on obstacles to the implementation of precautionary or provisional measures handed down by the bodies of the Inter-American system, particularly the practice by some States of subjecting requests for the adoption of measures to a new risk analysis. In this regard, the Commission reiterates that the State’s role in the process associated with a protective measure ordered by the Inter-American system is to implement the measure and monitor it. However, the State is not entitled to assess the factors that prompted the request for protective measures, including determining the degree of risk. 

30. The Inter-American Commission insisted on the need that States ensure the integrity of all persons that take part in hearings and working meetings held by the IACHR, and that they adopt all necessary measures to enable these persons to continue to carry out their work in defense of human rights safely. The Commission also spoke out emphatically about the need for participants in its public hearings to conduct themselves with dignity. In the future, the IACHR may request the removal from a hearing of anyone who fails to conduct themselves with a minimum of respect and decorum. 

C.
Visits
Colombia

31. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) carried out an on-site visit to Colombia from December 3 to 7, 2012, in response to an invitation from the State, in order to observe the human rights situation in the country. The delegation was composed of the President, José de Jesús Orozco Henríquez; the First Vice President, Tracy Robinson; the Second Vice President, Felipe González; and Commissioners Rosa María Ortiz and Rose-Marie Belle Antoine, as well as Executive Secretary Emilio Álvarez Icaza L., Assistant Executive Secretary Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, and staff of the Executive Secretariat. During the visit, various IAHCR delegations visited Bogotá (D.C.), Quibdó (Chocó), Medellín (Antioquia), and Popayán (Cauca), where they met with authorities of the State, civil society organizations, victims of human rights violations, and representatives of international agencies. 

32. Following the visit, the Commission valued and welcomed the major impetus that the Government of Colombia has given to public policies on human rights and to the strengthening of assistance for victims of human rights violations and the protection of people at risk, as well as the significant investment in both human and financial resources that the State is making in these areas.  Indeed, Colombia has adopted important policies to tackle the complex situation in which the country is mired after more than half a century of armed conflict.  

33. The IACHR gave particular attention to the impact that the armed conflict continues to have on Colombia's inhabitants, in particular, displaced persons, women, indigenous peoples, Afro-descendant communities, community leaders, human rights defenders, LGBTI persons, children, and people in extreme poverty. These groups require a differentiated response given the multiplicity of factors that undermine their rights. In particular, the Commission expressed concern over the serious humanitarian crisis that affects some of these groups, which have been victims of forced displacement, a situation that was confirmed throughout the visit and that requires a more effective response on the part of the State. 

34. Furthermore, the Commission believes that the State should strengthen the work of the institutions that have a role in the functions of investigation and administration of justice, especially in the implementation of the Justice and Peace Law. The construction of peace is inextricably linked to the investigation, prosecution, and reparation of human rights violations, in particular those perpetrated by agents of the State or with their support or acquiescence. Accordingly, the Commission considers it imperative that the State adopt a human rights perspective when making decisions that correspond to the framework of transitional justice in such a way as to guarantee Colombians access to justice in accordance with the international obligations the State has assumed. In this sense, if the draft constitutional reform on military criminal justice is approved as it is currently worded, the Commission considers that several provisions would be incompatible with the American Convention on Human Rights. 

35. The IACHR's preliminary observations regarding the human rights situation noted in the course of the on-site visit to Colombia are published as an annex to press release No. 144/12, issued at the conclusion of its activities. Additionally, based on the information it received during the visit and other input, the IACHR will prepare a country report on the human rights situation in Colombia in the context of the conflict and transitional justice. In that report, the IACHR will offer recommendations intended to assist the State in its efforts to fulfill its obligations under the American Convention on Human Rights. 

Guatemala

36. Acting in her twin capacity as country rapporteur and rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples, Commissioner Dinah Shelton made a working visit to Guatemala from January 7 to 10, 2012. The purpose of the visit was to collect information regarding the observance and guarantee of human rights, with special emphasis on the situation of indigenous peoples. The visit also aimed to learn about the plans and programs that the government proposed to implement in 2012. To that end, Commissioner Shelton and her team met with representatives of the State, international agencies, civil society, and indigenous peoples. During the visit the delegation also held working meetings on petitions and cases pending before the Commission, and gave a training workshop on the Inter-American human rights system. 

37. As a result of the activities carried out during the visit, Commissioner Shelton noted that Guatemala had made progress in investigating the gross crimes against humanity that were committed during the armed conflict in Guatemala, and she trusted that the various agencies of the State, particularly the Defense Ministry, would ensure full access to all human rights archives and documents related to the conflict. The rapporteur also acknowledged and commended a series of advances made by the State associated with observance of human rights. 

38. However, Commissioner Shelton was deeply concerned by the grave human rights situation affecting indigenous peoples in Guatemala, a situation that is primarily related to the failure of the government to adopt measures to guarantee their rights over their land and natural resources. In that regard, the Rapporteur strenuously condemned the deaths of Antonio Beb Ak’, Oscar Reyes, and Margarita Chub Ché, members of the Q'eqchi Maya communities of the Polochic Valley, which were forcibly evicted in March 2011. The Rapporteur also learned of the existence of a large number of complaints regarding attacks, threats, acts of harassment, and even murders of human rights defenders and of indigenous leaders and authorities. During her visit, the Commissioner also received alarming information on the high level of violence in the country and the grave situation regarding the administration of justice. In that connection, the Commissioner was concerned by information received regarding the violence to which justice operators fall victim, and the lack of a government response to the problem. 
Haiti
39. Commissioner Rosa María Ortiz visited Haiti as rapporteur for the country from February 29 to March 2, 2012. The purpose of the visit was to present the new rapporteur to the country's authorities and to collect information about the human rights situation the country. The delegation met the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Director of Legal Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; international agencies, such as the Human Rights Section of the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), and representatives of UNASUR and CARICOM; and civil society organizations. 

D.
Thematic and Country Reports

40. In 2012, the Inter-American Commission published the following thematic reports:
-
Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas.

-
Report on the Human Rights of Persons Deprived of their Liberty in the Americas.

-
Access to Justice for Women Victims of Sexual Violence: Education and Health.

-
Access to Justice for Women Victims of Sexual Violence in Mesoamerica. 

-
The Death Penalty in the Inter-American Human Rights Sytem: From Restrictions to Abolition.

-
The Situation of People of African Descent in the Americas.

-
Access to Information on Reproductive Health from the Human Rights Perspective.

-
Legal Standards related to Gender Equality and Women's Rights in the Inter-American Human Rights System: Development and Application.

-
Women's Work, Education and Resources: The Road to Equality in Guaranteeing Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

41. Also, during 2012 the Inter-American Commission approved and published the Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Jamaica.

E.
Activities of the Rapporteurs Offices.

1.
Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

42. In 1990, the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was created, with the aim of focusing attention on those indigenous peoples of the Americas who were especially exposed to human rights violations due to their situation of vulnerability, and to strengthen, promote, and systematize the work of the Inter-American Commission itself in that area.  Commissioner Dinah Shelton has served as Rapporteur since the beginning of 2010.

43. From March 7 to 10, 2012, the Office of the Rapporteur made a working visit to Guatemala in order to collect information about the situation of indigenous peoples in that country. Following the visit, the IACHR issued press release No. 33/12: IACHR Hails Progress against Impunity in Guatemala and Expresses Concern about the Human Rights Situation of Indigenous Peoples and Women. In the course of the visit, the Office of the Rapporteur held a training workshop for indigenous leaders in Mesoamerica on the Inter-American human rights system. Indigenous leaders and attorneys from Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Panama, Mexico, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua took part in the workshop. 

44. On April 2, a delegation of the IACHR accompanied the Inter-American Court of Human Rights on a visit to the territory of the Kichwa people of Sarayaku in the Ecuadorian Amazon region. The purpose of the visit was to conduct “proceedings aimed at obtaining additional information about the situation of the ... victims and places where some of the alleged events took place” in a case before the Inter-American Court. In the course of the visit, the IACHR, through the the office of its rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples, reiterated the reasons why it had taken the case to the Court, in particular, the right of indigenous peoples to prior consultation that is free and informed. 

45. On October 18, a specialist from the Executive Secretariat took part in a regional forum organized by UN Women in Quito, Ecuador, on "Indigenous Peoples and Women and Their Right to Prior Consultation: Obstacles and Challenges at the Regional Level (Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia).” The forum was attended by experts, scholars, lawyers, judges, and representatives of international organizations, including the Programme to Promote ILO Convention No. L69 (PRO 169) in Latin America.

46. On October 25, the coordinator of the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples gave a presentation on the rights of indigenous peoples and afro-descendants, as part of the “OAS Briefing Program for the US Department of State International Visitor Leadership Program”. The presentation was attended by representatives of Latin American Indigenous and Afro-descendants groups.

47. A specialist from the Office of the Rapporteur participated in an on-site visit conducted by the IACHR to Colombia from December 3 to 7, to collect specific information on the human rights situation of indigenous peoples. During the visit, information was received in the meetings held in Bogota with State authorities, as well as in specific meetings on the situation of indigenous peoples. In addition, a subgroup traveled to Popayan, Cauca, where it met with organizations and indigenous authorities, as well as with regional authorities.

2.
Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Women

48. Since the inception of the Office of the Rapporteur in 1994, it has played a vital role in the Commission’s work to protect women’s rights through the publication of thematic studies, assistance in the development of new jurisprudence in this area within the individual case system, and support for the investigation of a range of issues that affect women’s rights in specific countries of the region, through on-site visits and country reports. One of the fundamental principles that informs and is constantly reflected in this work is the need to include a gender perspective in public-policy planning and implementation as well as decision-making in all member States. Commissioner Tracy Robinson has been the Rapporteur since January 2011. 

49. The Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Women continued implementing activities throughout 2012 to disseminate five thematic reports published on 2011, which analyze the main advances and challenges faced by women in exercising their rights free from discrimination in different spheres across the Americas. These reports were prepared with the financial support of Finland, Canada, Spain, and the United Nations Populations Fund (“UNFPA”). They are the following: "The Road to Substantive Democracy: Women's Political Participation in the Americas"; "Women's Work, Education and Resources: The Road to Equality in Guaranteeing Economic, Social and Cultural Rights"; "Access to Information on Reproductive Health from the Human Rights Perspective"; "A Rights-Based Approach to Gender Equality and Women's Rights in the Inter-American Human Rights System: Development and Application"; and, "Access to Justice for Women Victims of Sexual Violence in Mesoamerica".

50. On June, the Office of the Rapporteur also made public a sixth regional thematic report - "Access to Justice for Women Victims of Sexual Violence: Health and Education", which analyzes this issue and the main barriers confronting women victims in accessing justice in this context. The report collects registries and information originating from the Member States, international organizations, NGO's, press media and universities of the region, and presents a preliminary assessment of the scope of the issue. From the human rights perspective and the obligations undertaken by the States, the report also deals with the way in which sexual violence against women represents an obstacle to the exercise of their rights to education and health, and prompts a discussion about the main barriers confronting women in their access to effective legal measures to solve this problem.   

51. Commissioner Tracy Robinson and the staff of the Office of the Rapporteur also participated in different activities linked to the dissemination of the mentioned thematic reports, and other general women’s rights issues in the region, traveling to Nicaragua, Guatemala and El Salvador between May 28 and June 1st:  

52. On May 28, the Rapporteur participated in meetings with civil society organizations and the President of the Supreme Court of Justice, Alba Luz Ramos in Nicaragua. She also participated as the keynote speaker in the public event – Challenges to Guarantee the Right to Health of Nicaraguan Women and Girls – organized by IPAS, CENIDH, the Autonomous Movement of Women, and CEJIL.  
53. On May 31st, the Rapporteur also participated in Guatemala in the launching of the report - Access to Justice for Women Victims of Sexual Violence in Mesoamerica.  This activity had the participation of more than 80 representatives from different sectors which work with the problem of sexual violence, including public officials, members of the judiciary, civil society organizations, and international agencies, in the countries of Barbados, Belice, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El, Salvador, United States, Guatemala, Jamaica, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname and Uruguay.   

54. On Friday, June 1st, the Rapporteur also presented the report Access to Justice for Women Victims of Sexual Violence in Mesoamerica before Magistrates of the Supreme Court of El Salvador, and held meetings with the Executive Director of the Salvadoran Institute for Women (hereinafter “ISDEMU”), Ms. Yanira Argueta, with United Nations agencies, and civil society organizations, where the results of the report were discussed.  All the activities in El Salvador were organized with support from UNFPA.

55. The Office of the Rapporteur also participated between June 28th and July 1st in a course related to the Inter-American System oriented towards indigenous women in Boruca, Costa Rica.   This course was organized by Forest Peoples Program and had the participation of approximately 20 women and leaders who form part of the Network of Indigenous Women related to Biodiversity in the Americas. The women stressed the need for the Commission to undertake a regional project to examine closely the main advances and challenges faced by indigenous women in the region and to publish a regional thematic report related to this issue.

56. The Rapporteur and her team traveled to Peru between Thursday, August 23rd and Friday, August 24th, with support from DEMUS, where they held meetings with the Ministry of Women and Vulnerable Populations, with the Attorney General’s Office, and with organizations that work in the advancement of women’s rights issues in the country. The Rapporteur also offered presentations in two events with high-level officials from the justice sector on Friday, August 24th, where she addressed the themes of access to justice, sexual violence, due diligence, and the rights of women. 

57. On September 6th, the Rapporteur participated in Costa Rica in the International Congress on Access to Justice organized by UN Women, and the Secretary General Campaign on Violence against Women, which had the participation of approximately 400 persons from the administration of justice, university professors, law students, and representatives from women’s rights organizations. She offered a presentation in a panel entitled “A Challenge for Justice in the XXI Century: The End to Impunity for Crimes of Violence against Women”. The panel had the participation of the following persons: Nadine Gasman, the Director for Latin America and the Caribbean of the Secretary General Campaign on Violence against Women; Marcela Lagarde, Mexican expert on women’s rights and prolific writer on the issues of “femicide” and “feminicide”; Teresa Zapeta, Coordinator for Central America for the Indigenous Women Program of UN Women; and Magistrate Zarella Villanueva Monge, President of the Justice System in Costa Rica. On September 7th, she also launched the report Access to Justice for Women Victims of Sexual Violence in Mesoamerica in an event organized by UNFPA and the Supreme Court of Costa Rica, which had ample participation from justice officials and civil society.
58. On October 6, the Office of the Rapporteur participated in the First Forum of Indigenous Authorities and the Government of Colombia, which was organized by ONIC in Bogota, Colombia, with the collaboration of the Presidential Council on Gender Equality, the Colombian Institute of the Family Wellbeing, and UNFPA.   It had as its main objectives to promote joint actions to eradicate practices which violate the rights of indigenous women pertinent to their health and personal integrity.  The event had the participation of indigenous authorities; various entities from the Colombian State; UNFPA and UNDP, among other international organizations.

59. On December 12, the Rapporteur Tracy Robinson participated in a Caribbean Dialogue on the Rule of Law and Gender-Based Violence in Miami, Florida sponsored by the United States Department of State, the Secretary’s Office of Global Women’s Issues, and the Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs. In said event, she offered a presentation related to gender-based violence, the rule of law, and the Caribbean legal and policy context.  
60. During the Commission’s on-site visit to Colombia, between December 3 and 7, the Rapporteur Tracy Robinson met with different civil society and women’s rights organizations, receiving information on the impact of the armed conflict on women.
61. The Office of the Rapporteur also continued supporting the work of the IACHR in the processing of individual case petitions, precautionary measures, and in the litigation of cases before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. Between September 5th and 6th, it participated in the Court hearing related to the case of Gretel Artavia Murillo et al. (In Vitro Fertilization) against Costa Rica, in the context of which the Commission asked the Court to rule that the State of Costa Rica violated its human rights obligations to protect the rights to privacy, to the family, and to equal protection of the law under the American Convention of several couples by means of a Supreme Court judgment prohibiting the practice of in vitro fertilization in the country. On November 28, the Inter-American Court issued its judgment, in which it declared the State of Costa Rica responsible internationally for violating the rights to privacy, to the family, and to personal integrity, in relation to the general obligation to respect and ensure all rights contained in the American Convention free from all forms of discrimination, to the detriment of the mentioned couples. This is the first judgment of the Inter-American Court which addresses reproductive rights issues comprehensively. 

62. Moreover, the Inter-American Court also issued its first ruling on the issue of discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identify on February 24, in the case of Karen Atala and her daughters against Chile.  The petitioners in this case alleged before the Commission since the onset that the State of Chile had committed a number of human rights violations in the context of a custody proceeding in detriment of Karen Atala – a Chilean judge - and her daughters M., V., and R.  They claimed that said proceeding – initiated by Karen Atala’s former husband - ended in a ruling by the Supreme Court of Justice of Chile which revoked Mrs. Karen Atala’s custody of her three daughters - aged 5, 6, and 10 at the time of the events - based exclusively on discriminatory prejudices related to her sexual orientation.  In its judgment, the Court found a number of violations under the American Convention to the detriment of Karen Atala and her daughters M., V., and R. elaborating on the content of the obligations not to discriminate, to guarantee equality, to safeguard the rights of the child, and the rights to a private and family life.  The Office of the Rapporteur had participated in the Court hearing related to this case on August 23-24, 2011.

3.
Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child

63. The Inter-American Commission decided to create the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child at its 100th regular session on October 13, 1998, for the purpose of bolstering respect for the human rights of children and adolescents in the Americas. In 2012, the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child. Continued its promotion activities as well as publishing reports aimed at addressing the different forms of violence faced by children and adolescents in the Americas. Commissioner Rosa María Ortiz has been the Rapporteur since January 2012. 
64. The was invited to participate in the event titled Children and the Administration of Justice in Latin America: A Regional Perspective, held on March 8th in Geneva, Switzerland, during the annual meeting of the Human Rights Council of the United Nations on the rights of children. In attendance at this event, on behalf of the Rapporteur, was an attorney of the Rapporteur of Persons Deprived of Liberty, who presented an IACHR report on Juvenile Justice and Human Rights in the Americas.

65. In addition, on March 27 and 28, the Rapporteur participated in a mission to Haiti alongside representatives of UNICEF and the Chair of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child. In the context of the visit, which centered on the issue of international adoptions, the Rapporteur met the Minister for Social Affairs and Labor, the Chief of Staff of the Minister of Justice and Public Security, a judge of the Court of First Instance, and a group of senators. There were also meetings with representatives of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Institute of Social Security and Research (IBSR) and ambassadors representing the Montréal Group (Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, France, and United States, among others). The delegation also visited a home for children who have been put up for international adoption. It is worth noting that following this visit, the Haitian Parliament ratified the 1993 Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption.

66. On April 16 and 17, the Rapporteur conducted a working visit in Panama in which she met different officials and representatives of civil society organizations. UNICEF-Panama assisted in the coordination of these activities. Specifically, the rapporteur met representatives from the the following authorities: Ministry for the Child and Family; Superior Juvenile Court; Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies; General Secretariat of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Office of the Ombudsman. The Rapporteur also met representatives from a number of civil society organizations that work in the area of children's rights and a workshop on access to the Inter-American human rights system was imparted. On April 18 and 19, also in Panama, the Rapporteur took part in a meeting at the invitation of the Latin American and Caribbean Chapter of the Global Movement for Children and UNICEF.
67. From June 14 to 15, the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child attended a meeting in Kingston, Jamaica, on violence against children in Caribbean countries. The event was organized by Jamaica, Global Movement for Children in Latin America and the Caribbean, the Office of the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on Violence against Children, and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM). Taking part in the meeting were authorities responsible for children's matters, representatives of civil society organizations, independent experts, and child and adolescent delegates. At the event, the Rapporteur presented two thematic reports of the IACHR concerned with violence against children and youth; namely, the “Report on Corporal Punishment and Human Rights of Children and Adolescents” and “Juvenile Justice and Human Rights in the Americas.” After the event the Rapporteur held informal meetings on a variety of issues connected with her office’s activities. 

68. From June 22 to 24, at the invitation of Brazil's National Agency for the Rights of the Child, the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child participated in an event held in Brasilia, entitled "The Media, Social Agenda, and Adolescents in Conflict with the Law.” The event was organized in coordination with the Human Rights Secretariat of the Office of the President. At the event, on June 23, the Rapporteur delivered a presentation on "Vulnerability Factors." After the event, the Rapporteur attended a meeting with officials from the Human Rights Secretariat of the Office of the President to discuss matters concerning Brazil-Haiti cooperation in the area of human rights, particularly with regard to children's rights. 

69. From June 13 to 15, the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child participated in a consultation of international experts held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to address the problem of harmful practices against children, with a particular emphasis on the interaction between religious and cultural norms and practices on one hand, and the right of children to protection against violence on the other. The event was organized by Plan International, the Office of the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on Violence against Children, and the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. 

70. The Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child visited La Paz, Bolivia, from July 10 to 12, to participate in a seminar on "Public Policies and Human Rights of Children and Adolescents in the Construction of the Plurinational State of Bolivia," at the invitation of the Office of the Ombudsman.  At the event, the Rapporteur gave a presentation on international systems for the protection of human rights, with an emphasis on the Inter-American system. The Rapporteur also grasped the opportunity to meet with government officials and civil society organizations that work in or are responsible for matters concerning children. She also took part in the inauguration of the Roundtable against Trafficking in Persons in Santa Cruz.

71. On July 13 and 14, the Rapporteur was in Brasilia for the Ninth National Conference on the Rights of Children and Adolescents organized by the Human Rights Secretariat of the Office of the President. In addition to participating in the event, she met the Minister for Human Rights of the Office of the President and the Undersecretary for Children. The Commissioner also held a discussion with civil society organizations that attended the event.

72. On July 22 and 25, the Rapporteur was in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, to take part in the Forum on Juvenile Criminal Justice organized by UNICEF. The Rapporteur took the opportunity to present the report of the IACHR entitled “Juvenile Justice and Human Rights in the Americas” as well as the “Report on Citizen Security and Human Rights.” And the rapporteur also held a series of meetings with officials and stakeholders in the area of juvenile criminal justice, and gave particular attention to the situation at the Renaciendo juvenile correctional facility.   

73. From July 30 to August 4, the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child traveled to Haiti for a joint working visit with the Office of the Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. The Rapporteur took the opportunity to meet local officials and NGOs. 

74. On August 22, the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child was in São Paulo, Brazil, taking part in the presentation of a report on the Global Campaign for the Right to Early Childhood Education prepared by Mr. Vernor Muñoz, former United Nations Rapporteur on the Right to Education. The Rapporteur also met civil society actors in these matters. 

75. On September 3 and 4, the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child was in Porto Alegre, Brazil, to take part in the meeting of the Niñosur permanent group which brings together senior officials responsible for childhood matters in South American countries. The Rapporteur described the mandate of the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child and its current priorities and working methodologies. Among the themes of common interest are juvenile justice, the ban on corporal punishment, and the situation of children in care and protection institutions. 

76. On October 24 and 25, the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child took part in the meeting of the Network of Ombudsmen for Children within the framework of the Network of Ibero-American Ombudsmen (FIO), held in San Jose, Costa Rica. The Rapporteur described in depth the various mechanisms offered by the Inter-American system to promote and protect respect and observance of children's rights, with the aim of highlighting parallels between the Inter-American system and the work of ombudsmen for children. At this meeting, on October 25, a seminar was held on violence against children at which the rapporteur presented the “Report on Corporal Punishment and Human Rights of Children and Adolescents” of the IACHR. 
77. During 2012, the Rapporteur offered a scholarship for young professionals, which is supported by the international NGO Save the Children Sweden. Each year, the scholarship allows a young professional who specializes in the area of the human rights of children to be integrated into the team of the Rapporteur to collaborate in the analysis of issues related to this group and the exercise of their rights.
4.
Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty
78. Given the importance it has always placed on respect for the rights of persons deprived of liberty, the Inter-American Commission established, during its 85th and 86th sessions, a working group to examine detention conditions in the Americas. This could be considered the immediate forerunner of the current Office of the Rapporteur. Subsequently, during its 119th session, in March 2004, the Inter-American Commission formally established the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas. Commissioner Rodrigo Alonso Escobar Gil has been the Rapporteur since January 2010.

79. In February 1 and 2, the Office of the Rapporteur took part in a roundtable organized by the Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT) in the state of Oaxaca, Mexico, to follow up on implementation of recommendations made by the United Nations Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture in the wake of its mission to Mexico in 2008. This event was also attended by Oaxaca state government officials, representatives of the SPT, and civil society organizations. 

80. From April 23 to 27, the Office of the Rapporteur made a monitoring visit to Honduras as part of follow-up by the IACHR on the serious situation that exists in the country's prisons, which led to the tragedy that occurred on February 14, 2012, as a result of a fire that broke out at the National Penitentiary of Comayagua in which 362 people died. Preliminary observations on this visit were issued in press release No. 43/12. 

81. On May 10, the Office of the Rapporteur formally issued its Report on the Human Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas by press release No. 45/12, which received extensive press coverage by various media outlets in the region. This was the first comprehensive thematic report issued by the Inter-American Commission on the situation of human rights of persons deprived of their liberty in the Americas. The report examines the main problems affecting the region’s correctional systems, highlights applicable international standards, and makes concrete recommendations to states. With this report, the IACHR fulfills a mandate contained in OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2668 (XLI-O/11) and previous resolutions.

82. On June 13, staff from the Office of the Rapporteur took part in a discussion panel entitled "A Look at the Recent Political Work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights," organized by American University's Academy on Human Rights and Humanitarian Law.

83. The Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty, Rodrigo Escobar Gil, took part as a speaker at the Fourth International Symposium on Prison Law and Human Rights, which was held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from July 4 to 6. Other speakers at this event included Luigi Ferrajolli, Manuel Ventura Robles, Elías Carranza and Juan Carlos Esguerra. 

84. On July 5, staff from the Office of the Rapporteur took part in a forum organized by the Institute for Comparative Studies in Criminal Sciences of Guatemala (ICCPG) at which they gave a formal presentation of the Report on the Human Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas. This activity was also attended by representatives of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner in Guatemala. 

85. From July 9 to 10, staff from the Office of the Rapporteur attended a regional meeting for Latin America on pretrial justice, organized in Lima, Peru, by Open Society/Justice Initiative. The purpose of this meeting was to follow up on recommendations put forward at the first regional meeting of the Global Campaign for Pretrial Justice, held in Cocoyoc, Mexico. 

86. On September 17 and 18, a team from the Office of the Rapporteur, accompanied by the Executive Secretary of the IACHR, Emilio Álvarez Icaza L., took part in the Third Meeting of Authorities Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies. This meeting was convened in response to resolution AG/RES. 2657 (XLI-0/11) and held in the framework of the process of meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers and Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA). 

87. On October 9 and 10, the staff attorney of the Office of the Rapporteur took part in a series of promotional events in Mexico organized by the Mexico City Human Rights Commission and the Institute of Criminal Justice. These activities included a formal presentation of the IACHR’s Report on the Human Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas, a roundtable discussion with more than half a score of civil society organizations on the use of pretrial detention in Mexico, and a visit to Reclusorio Norte prison in Mexico City.    

88. The Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty engaged in promotion and monitoring activities in the framework of the on-site visit to Colombia carried out by the IACHR from December 3 to 7. In that context, staff from the Office of the Rapporteur visited Escuela de Trabajo El Redentor, a work center for juveniles; La Picota prison in Bogotá; and the Bogotá Model Prison. They also took part in high-level meetings with national prison authorities and led a workshop for staff of the National Corrections Institute (INPEC).
89. Subsequently, the coordinator of the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty and IACHR focal point to the United Nations system, María Claudia Pulido, participated in an international workshop entitled “Enhancing Cooperation between United Nations and Regional Mechanisms for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights,” held in Geneva, Switzerland, from December 12 to 14. Dr. Pulido spoke at the first meeting on a panel on “How to improve information sharing between UN and regional human rights human rights mechanisms, using mandates and activities on torture prevention as an example.” Also participating in this event were Commissioner Dinah Shelton and the Executive Secretary of the IACHR, Emilio Álvarez Icaza. 
90. The Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty is planning the preparation of a report on pre-trial detention for 2013 as part of the process of documenting this study owns, the IACHR published a questionnaire on this topic on its website on August 31 and sent it to each of the member states of the Organization.  

91. The Office of the Rapporteur is also in the process of drafting a report on its visit to Honduras in 2012. On December 7, in keeping with Article 60 of its Rules of Procedure, the IACHR forwarded the draft report to Honduras for its comments. 

5.
Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Afro-Descendants and against Racial Discrimination

92. At its 122nd session, held from February 23 to March 11, 2005, the Inter-American Commission created the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Afro-Descendants and against Racial Discrimination. The Office of the Rapporteur was charged with dedicating itself to activities of stimulating, systematizing, reinforcing and consolidating the action of the Inter-American Commission on the rights of people of African descent and racial discrimination. Commissioner Rose-Marie Belle Antoine has been the Rapporteur since January 2012.

93. On January 18, 2012, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights published a report entitled “The Situation of People of African Descent in the Americas,” prepared as part of the activities carried out by the IACHR in 2011 to mark the International Year for People of African Descent. The report presents an initial evaluation with respect to the situation of Afro-descendant persons in the Americas and makes recommendations to the States to advance the protection of their human rights. 

94. The Office of the Rapporteur was invited to take part in the eleventh session of the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent. The event was held in Geneva from April 30 to May 4. On May 1, the Rapporteur offered a presentation on the event’s agenda on the draft Programme of Action for the Decade for People of African Descent. 
95. On July 6, during the thirty-third meeting of the CARICOM Heads of Government, in Saint Lucia, the Rapporteurship on the Rights of People of African Descent and against Racial Discrimination organized an event in which the thematic report on “The Situation of People of African Descent in the Americas” was officially launched. The event was co-hosted by the CARICOM Secretariat and leading the IACHR team were José de Jesús de Orozco, President of the IACHR and Rapporteur on the Rights of Human Rights Defenders, and Commissioner Rose-Marie Belle Antoine, Rapporteur on the Rights of People of African Descent and against Racial Discrimination. The Prime Minister of Saint Kitts and Nevis gave a presentation and representatives of NGO’s, government officials and also, the Prime Minister of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the Premier of Anguilla, the Secretary General of CARICOM and the Prime Minister of Saint Lucia attended the event. 
96. On September 27, Commissioner Rose-Marie Belle Antoine gave the opening address at the National Forum: Afro-Descendant Populations in Mexico, 2012. The event was held in Mexico City with the aim of opening a national dialogue on the rights, recognition, and social inclusion of black Mexicans. Participants included Afro-Mexican community groups, government officials, and scholars.

97. On October 15 and 16, 2012, the Staff of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Afro-Descendants and against Racial Discrimination participated in the tenth session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, held in Geneva, Switzerland. A specialist from the Office of the Rapporteur delivered a presentation on the topic “The enhancement of international and regional cooperation with regard to the implementation of the DDPA.”

98. In 2012, the Office of the Rapporteur took part in meetings of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Legally-Binding Inter-American Instruments against Racism and Racial Discrimination and against all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance held on October 23; November 6, 12, and 29; and December 11. 

99. In addition, on December 3, in the course of the on-site visit of the IACHR to Colombia, the Rapporteur met with several Afro-descendant organizations and gave a presentation on the report “The Situation of People of African Descent in the Americas.” 
6.
Office of the Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and Their Families

100. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights established the Office of the Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and Their Families (hereinafter “Office of the Special Rapporteur”) at its ninety-second special session, held from April 29 to May 3, 1996. The creation of the Office of the Special Rapporteur reflected the interest of the OAS member States to give special attention to a group recognized for its extreme vulnerability, a fact that left it particularly exposed to human rights violations. Subsequently, at its 144th session, held on March 30, 2012, the IACHR amended the mandate of the Office of the Special Rapporteur in response to the multiple challenges posed by human mobility in the region. The new mandate focuses on the observance and guarantee of the rights of migrants and their families, asylum seekers, refugees, stateless persons, victims of human trafficking, internally displaced persons and other vulnerable groups within the context of human mobility. Commissioner Felipe González has been the Rapporteur since January 2008. 

101. On February 16, 2012, the Rapporteur presented the annual report on the activities of the Office of the Rapporteur in 2011 at a joint meeting of the OAS Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) and Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM), held to discuss implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families.  The report was prepared in accordance with the guidelines established by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2669 (XLI-O/11).  

102. On February 17, the Inter-American Commission submitted to the Inter-American Court a brief containing its observations on the request for an advisory opinion regarding the legal obligations of States with respect to child migrants. The Office of the at Rapporteur on Migrants worked on these observations jointly with the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child and the Court Group. 

103. On February 20, the Rapporteur presented an overview of the current situation of human rights of migrants in Mexico at a conference on the “Current Situation of Human Rights in Mexico.” This activity took place at the Consejo General de la Abogacía Española (CGAE). 

104. On March 28, the Office of the Rapporteur gave a presentation via teleconference entitled "The Human and Labor Rights of Migrants in the Inter-American System" as part of a course on social security in globalization organized by the Inter-American Center for Social Security Studies (CIESS). 

105. On June 30, the Office of the Special Rapporteur gave a presentation on the main challenges in protection of the human rights of migrants in the framework of a seminar on human rights and international humanitarian law organized by the Inter-American Defense College in Washington, D.C., the seminar was attended by 62 course participants, composed of armed forces personnel, police officers, and civilian officials from 16 countries in the Americas. 

106. On June 11, as part of the Advanced Human Rights Studies Program organized by the American University, the Office of the Special Rapporteur gave a presentation on the Office's activities for the protection of human rights in the context of human mobility and on how to use the various mechanisms offered by the IACHR. 
107. The Commission, through the Office of the Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers, took part as an international observer organization in the Seventeenth Regional Conference on Migration (CRM), held in Panama City, Panama, from June 19 to 22, the core theme of which was "Security in the Context of Human Rights and Mixed Migration Flows.” The Office of the Rapporteur was present at the meetings of the Regional Consultation Group on Migration (RCGM) and delivered a presentation as an international observer organization.
108. The Rapporteur on Migrant Workers, whose remit also covers the situation of internally displaced persons, represented the Inter-American Commission at a public hearing in the case of the Massacre of Santo Domingo vs. Colombia, which was held at the seat of the Inter-American Court at San Jose, Costa Rica, on June 27 and 28.

109. A lawyer from the IACHR Executive Secretariat took part and moderated a panel on migration policy in Cuba in the context of the 22nd Annual Meeting of the Association for the Study of the Cuban Economy (ASCE), held in Miami, Florida from August 2 to 4. 

110. At the invitation of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Office of the Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers of the IACHR took part in the Tenth Regional Course on International Refugee Law. The theme of the event, which was held in Lima, Peru, from September 24 to 28, was “Contemporary Challenges for International Protection.” The representative of the Rapporteurship gave a presentation entitled "Protection of Children and Adolescents in Mixed Migration Flows".

111. Throughout the 2012, the Office of the Rapporteur continued working on the preparation of the report on the situation of migrants and other persons in the context of human mobility in Mexico. It has also worked on a report on human rights standards for migrants.

112. In addition, on December 14, at the invitation of the civil society organization Sin Fronteras IAP, a lawyer from the Office of the Special Rapporteur took part in the second meeting held in Mexico City of the Advisory Council to the Supreme Court of Justice of Mexico for the preparation of the "Protocol for Imparters of Justice in Cases That Concern Migrants and Persons Entitled to International Protection (Asylum Seekers, Refugees, Persons Entitled to Complementary Protection, and Stateless Persons).” The plan is for this protocol to be used by members of the judiciary in Mexico and that it be presented at the Ibero-American Judicial Summit in 2013. 

7.
Office of the Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders

113. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights created the Office of the Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders at its 141st regular session, held in March 2011. Its predecessor was the Unit for Human Rights Defenders, which was established in December 2001. Commissioner José de Jesús Orozco Enríquez has been the Rapporteur since January 2010. 

114. The Office of the Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders continues to monitor the situation of human rights defenders in the region. The Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas was adopted by the IACHR on December 31, 2011. The report presents updated information on the situation of human rights defenders in the region and on the standards of international law in this area. It also follows up on recommendations made in the Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas, which the IACHR published on March 7, 2006. 
115. The report was released on March 6, 2012, in Geneva, in the framework of the session of the United Nations Human Rights Council. During the visit, the Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders, Commissioner José de Jesús Orozco, and the then-Executive Secretary of the IACHR, Santiago A. Canton, participated in a seminar which also included the participation of the UN Rapporteur, Margaret Sekaggya. That seminar was organized by the International Service for Human Rights (ISHR). 

116. On March 8 and 9, the Office of the Rapporteur participated in the Fourth "Inter-Mechanisms" Meeting on the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, which took place in Geneva and included discussions on issues related to undue restrictions to civil society organizations' freedom of association.  Commissioner José de Jesús Orozco and Executive Secretary Santiago A. Canton participated on behalf of the IACHR.  

117. On March 14, 2012, the IACHR Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders, along with the rapporteurs on human rights defenders from the United Nations and the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights (African Commission) issued a joint statement expressing their concern over acts of reprisals against individuals and groups seeking to cooperate with the regional and UN human rights systems. 

118. On March 28th, 2012, the Rapporteur presented the Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas, in the context of the 144th Period of Sessions of the IACHR. 

119. On May 17 and 18, 2012, the Rapporteur, accompanied by an attorney from the rapporteur’s office, took part in the Forum "Challenges in Protecting Human Rights Defenders in Mesoamerica," organized in Guatemala City, Guatemala, by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Guatemala, Protection International, the Human Rights Defenders Protection Unit in Guatemala (UDEFEGUA), and the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL).  In connection with that presentation, Rapporteur Orozco explained the mechanisms for protecting defenders provided by the Inter-American system and then formally presented in Guatemala the Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas.

120. On May 22, 2012, Commissioner Orozco presented the Second Report at the Institute of Legal Research of the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM). On that same day two specialists of the Commission held a workshop on mechanisms for protecting human rights defenders. Several civil society organizations and human rights defenders from various parts of the country. 

121. From May 28 to 30, 2012, staff from the IACHR Executive Secretariat participated in the public hearing and the international academic seminar on "The Situation of Human Rights Defenders of the Peasant Communities of Bajo Aguan," which took place in Tocoa, Colon, Honduras. The IACHR human rights specialists attended the public hearing and made presentations on the Inter-American human rights system and on the precautionary measures mechanism.

122. On June 13, 2012, an attorney from the Office of the Rapporteur took part in an academic panel discussion in Washington, D.C., entitled "A Look at the Recent Political Work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights," organized by American University's Academy on Human Rights and Humanitarian Law. He took the opportunity to present the contents of the Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders. Also participating in this panel were the Assistant Executive Secretary of the IACHR and other attorneys from the IACHR Executive Secretariat.

123. On June 25, the Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders took part in the twentieth session of the Human Rights Council as a member of the panel on women human rights defenders.

124. The Rapporteur presented the Second Report at an event co-organized by the IACHR, the Colombian Jurists Committee and the Universidad Externado de Colombia in Bogotá, Colombia. As part of the visit, the Office of the Rapporteur assisted in the organization of the forum "Dialogue with Colombian Civil Society in the Process for Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System,” held on August 23. The Rapporteur also met informally with the President of the Supreme Court of Colombia as well as the President of the country's Constitutional Court.

125. In addition, a specialist from the Office of the Rapporteur presented the “Second Report” in Lima, Peru, on August 27, in the framework of the Peruvian Human Rights Congress "Human Rights and and Criminalization of Social Protest” organized by the Federated Center for Law and Political Science of Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos, Asociación Pro Derechos Humanos (APRODEH), and the National Human Rights Coordinator. At the Congress, the specialist from the Office of the Rapporteur gave a conference on the criminalization of human rights defenders.

126. As part of the Office’s promotion activities, on August 16, the Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders, José de Jesús Orozco Henríquez, took part in the Fifth Inter-American Congress of Public Defenders Offices, held in Fortaleza, Brazil. At the Congress, the Rapporteur held a conference on the activities of public defenders in the Inter-American system.

127. In addition, on September 26, Rapporteur Orozco participated in the International Human Rights Symposium organized in Acapulco, Mexico, by the Government of the state of Guerrero, the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic, the Office of the Attorney General of the state of Guerrero, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The symposium was intended for government attorneys and the Rapporteur led a workshop on protection mechanisms available in the Inter-American human rights system.

128. On September 14 and 15, staff from the Office of the Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders assisted in the organization of the Mexico City Forum on Strengthening of the Inter-American Human Rights System held by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Mexico City.

129. On November 28 and 29, the Rapporteur participated in the subregional consultation of experts organized by Ms. Gabriela Knaul, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers. At the meeting, the IACHR Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders explained the standards that have evolved on these matters within the Inter-American system.

130. On December 7, in the framework of the on-site visit to Colombia, the Office of the Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders organized a training workshop in Bogotá for human rights defenders on the use and workings of the protection mechanisms on which the IACHR can call to protect defenders' human rights.
131. In addition, on December 5, the Rapporteur held a presentation in Columbia on the “Second Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders in the Americas.” At the presentation were Jorge Armando Otálora, Ombudsman of Colombia; Andrés Villamizar, Director General of the National Protection Unit; Tatiana Rincón, a professor from Universidad del Rosario, and Luz Marina Monzón, a human rights defender.

8.
Unit for the Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Trans, Bisexual, and Intersex Persons
132. At its 141st session in March 2011, the IACHR decided to give special thematic emphasis to the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and intersex persons (LGTBI) as it was “deeply concerned at the information it has received in recent years on the de jure and de facto discrimination against these persons, the effects of this discrimination on every aspect of their lives, and, in particular, the intolerable levels of violence to which they are subject in the countries of the Hemisphere.” In November 2011, in the context of its 143rd session, the IACHR created a specialized unit on these matters within its Executive Secretariat. Subsequently, in the course of its 146th regular session, and the IACHR appointed Commissioner Tracy Robinson to lead the Unit.
133. On February 24 and 25, 2012, the IACHR held a meeting of experts on violence and impunity under the auspices of UNAIDS and with the collaboration of the Pan American Health Organization. The meeting was chaired by Commissioner Tracy Robinson and attended by more than 20 experts, who supplied information about sexual orientation and gender identity and the prevailing impunity that exists with regard to violence in this area. 

134. By resolution AG/RES. 2721 (XLII-O/12), "Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity,” the OAS General Assembly requested that the IACHR prepare: (i) a hemispheric study on the subject; and (ii) “a study on legislation and provisions in force in the OAS member States restricting the human rights of individuals by reason of their sexual orientation or gender identity, and to prepare, based on that study, guidelines aimed at promoting the decriminalization of homosexuality.”  Both studies are underway. 

135. On June 17, in order to mark the International Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia, the IACHR published a special section on its website that includes the standards and background of the IACHR on these matters, as well as information about promotional activities.
136. On July 23, 2012, the IACHR, through its Unit of the Rights of LGTBI co-organized with UNAIDS and the Art Museum of the Americas the panel/AIDS Quilt Exhibition Challenges on the Protection of Human Rights of Persons Living with HIV in Latin America and the Caribbean, with a keynote speech given by the Commissioner Rose-Marie Belle Antoine focusing on non-discrimination and stigma associated with HIV. This panel was organized in the context of the XIX International AIDS Conference that took place in Washington DC July 22-27, 2012.
137. In keeping with these efforts, the LGTBI Unit has advised the US Department of State on its strategy for strengthening defenders of the human rights of LGTBI persons in the region, which included an activity in September with the participation of LGTBI activists from the Americas region as a whole; and, in October, an event held for LGTBI activists in Ecuador in the framework of the international leaders program. The Unit also participated in the Tenth Regional Course on International Refugee Law in Latin America, held in Lima, Peru, and attended by representatives from 19 Latin American countries (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela) and officials from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner For Refugees (UNHCR), who had the opportunity to explore the need for international protection with regard to recognition of refugee status to persons who are persecuted based on their sexual orientation and/or gender identity.
138. The IACHR held a regional meeting of independent experts on the "Right to Work of Lesbian, Gay, Trans, Bisexual and Intersex Persons in the Americas," on October 11-12 in Bridgetown, Barbados. Fifteen experts from 12 countries assisted to the meeting. The meeting was chaired by Commissioner Rose-Marie Belle Antoine. It was organized by the IACHR through its Unit on the Rights of LGTBI Persons, in the information gathering process for the Hemispheric Report. On October 11, 2012, a panel on "Stigma and Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity" was held at the West Indies University Law School, Cave Hill Campus, which was jointly organized by the IACHR and the University. Commissioner Rose-Marie Belle Antoine was the keynote speaker and the panelists debated the challenges faced by LGTBI persons in the countries of the Caribbean Commonwealth.
139. In the period covered by this report, the Unit has continued to monitor the situation of the rights of LGTBI persons in the region and issued a number of press releases calling on States to investigate murders of trans individuals.

140. A discussion panel on “Experiences of Political Participation by LGTBI Persons in Latin America” was held in Bogotá on November 19. The opening remarks were given by Commissioner Rodrigo Escobar Gil, who stressed the importance of the participation of LGTBI persons in the public and political life of States as a mean to build more diverse, inclusive, and just societies. 

9.
Unit on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights
141. At the 146th regular session, held from October 29 to November 16, 2012, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, in accordance with its commitment to strengthening its work to protect and promote economic, social, and cultural rights, and in response to suggestions made by the States and by civil society, decided to create a Unit on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ESCR), headed by Commissioner Rose-Marie Belle Antoine.
142. The Unit on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has a mandate to cooperate in the analysis and evaluation of the situation of these rights in the Americas; provide advice to the IACHR in the processing of individual petitions, cases, and requests for precautionary and provisional measures in connection with these rights; undertake working visits to OAS member States; and prepare studies and reports. It should be noted that the IACHR has worked relentlessly on ESCR, both in the framework of the individual petitions system and as part of its activities in monitoring and promoting ESCR as a crosscutting theme of its thematic reports and its country reports. Indeed, in analyzing the situation of human rights in different countries in the region, the IACHR has included a study on the situation of economic, social and cultural rights. It has also published thematic studies, such as, for example, a report entitled “Access to Justice As a Guarantee of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights.” 

143. The IACHR is also part of the Special Working Group to Examine the National Reports Envisioned in the Protocol of San Salvador, a body that was established by the General Assembly in 2007 and has been operational since 2010. Commissioners Rose-Marie Belle Antoine and Rosa María Ortiz had been designated as lead and alternative member, respectively, of the Special Working Group. 

144. In that capacity, in December 2012, Commissioner Antoine assisted in a the Regional Training Course on the Use of Indicators of Economic, Social and Cultural rights as a Tool for an Effective Social Policy, organized by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Training Center of the Spanish Cooperation Agency (AECID) in Montevideo, with the support of the Ministry of Social Development of Uruguay, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights. Commissioner Rose-Marie Belle Antoine gave a presentation on the “Guidelines for Preparation of Progress Indicators in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights”. The object of the course was to support the OAS Member States in the monitoring of the instruments of economic, social, and cultural rights of the Inter-American system as key elements of an effective social policy. The workshop placed particular emphasis on the Protocol of San Salvador, the monitoring process for which is currently underway and for which the States Parties must submit reports over the next two years pursuant to Article 19 of that instrument.

145. With the creation of the ESCR Unit, the IACHR will push ahead with and redouble its efforts to strengthen its capacity for ensuring that the analysis of ESCR is a crosscutting component of all relevant thematic reports, in addition to preparing new specific reports on those rights. These will make it possible to continue strengthening the development of standards on enforceability and compliance by States with their obligations where economic social and cultural rights are concerned.

F.
Other Events and Activities
1.
Inter-American Treaties on Human Rights
146. On January 27, 2012, the Dominican Republic deposited its instrument of accession to the Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights to Abolish the Death Penalty. 

2.
Scholarships and Internships 

147. In 2012, the Commission continued its Romulo Gallegos Scholarship Program. The Program offers training on the Inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights to young lawyers from OAS member States, who are selected annually in a hard-fought competition in which they must demonstrate their commitment to human rights as well as solid academic credentials.

	2011-2012
	Catherine Lafontaine, Brian Tittemore Scholarship

Patricia Tarre, Notre Dame Scholarship 
	Canada

Venezuela

	2012
	Christian Augusto Slomp Perrone de Oliveira, Romulo Gallegos Scholarship

Indiana Josefina Jimenez Guerrero, Romulo Gallegos Scholarship

Federico Carlos Jose Sersale di Cerisano, Romulo Gallegos Scholarship
	Brazil

Dominican Republic

Argentina

	
	Roger Mauricio Noguera Rojas, Scholarship from the LGTBI Unit

Carolina Casotti Duque de Bárbara, Scholarship from the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child
	Colombia

Brazil

	2012-2013
	Ursula Indachochea, Scholarship from the Office of the Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders
	Peru


148. In addition to its scholarship program, the Commission continued and expanded its internship program. These internships, which are administered in cooperation with the OAS Student Intern Program, are intended for university undergraduates and graduates, as well as for young professionals, in order to allow them to acquire practical experience in the Inter-American system in their chosen field of study. The goal of the internships is to offer law students and recent graduates of law school or of other related disciplines, the opportunity to learn about the work of the Commission. It also offers professionals an opportunity to acquire practical training in the human rights area and to work with the attorneys in the Executive Secretariat in the different activities carried out by the IACHR. In 2012, the Commission received a total of 38 interns. Additional information on IACHR scholarships and internship programs is available on the Commission’s website: www.cidh.org.

3.
Cooperation activities with other human rights institutions 

149. On February 29, a delegation from the European Court of Human Rights visited the IACHR and held a productive dialogue with Commissioner Dinah Shelton and Commissioner José de Jesús Orozco, the then-President and Vice President of the IACHR, respectively. Also present at the event were the Executive Secretary and staff from the Executive Secretariat.

150. Similarly, on March 5, a delegation from the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights visited the IACHR with the aim of exchanging information on different aspects of the work of the two organs. IACHR lawyers provided information about the activities, structure, and organization of the Inter-American system, the IACHR, the rapporteur's offices, and the system of individual petitions and precautionary measures, among other topics. This visit was conducted in the framework of the ongoing cooperation that exists between the two regional human rights systems.

151. On April 26, the IACHR signed a cooperation agreement with the International Criminal Court, which envisages the possibility of sharing information about decisions, rulings, judgments, reports, and documents that might prove useful to them in processing cases and performing their respective mandates.
 

152. On June 18, the then-Executive Secretary took part in the twentieth session of the United Nations Human Rights Council, which addressed past cooperation between the Inter-American Commission and the United Nations’ human rights mechanisms. 

153. On October 10, the Executive Secretary received the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navanethem Pillay, who expressed her willingness to assist the Commission in its strengthening process and discussed the possibility of holding a meeting in Washington on that process with other international human rights agencies.

154. In the second week of October, the Assistant Executive Secretary, Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, represented the Commission at the 52nd Ordinary Session of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, held in Ivory Coast. 

155. From December 12 to 14, Commissioner Dinah Shelton, Executive Secretary of the IACHR, and Maria Claudia Pulido, one of the Commission's lawyers, took part in an international workshop on “Enhancing Cooperation between United Nations and Regional Mechanisms for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights,” organized in Geneva, Switzerland, by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. This event was organized in follow-up to a previous workshop held in 2010 under resolution 18/14 of the United Nations Human Rights Council.
4.
Other promotional activities 

156. From April 20 to 23, 2012, the Executive Secretary took part in the Mid-year Meeting of the Inter-American Press Association, held in Cadiz, Spain. 

157. On April 26, Rosa Celorio, a lawyer with the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Women, participated in the Hemispheric Forum with civil society, organized in Washington, D.C., by the OAS Department of External Relations. The purpose of the event was to encourage civil society participation in dialogue sessions on food security, the core topic of the OAS General Assembly in 2012.

158. On May 11, 18, and 25, 10 lawyers from the Executive Secretariat together with a number of attorneys from the Inter-American Court of Human Rights took part in the itinerant workshops “Impact of the constitutional reforms of amparo” and “Human rights in jurisdictional work” in Mexico. The workshops were the second stage of a larger program organized by the Mexican Supreme Court of Justice. On this occasion, it was envisaged that the workshops would entail 36 debate and analysis roundtables with experts on the Inter-American human rights system, with the aim of discussing with judges from the country’s circuit and district courts a possible mechanism for the compliance of the Convention through case study reviews.

159. The Executive Secretary took part in the General Assembly of the World Organisation against Torture (OMCT), held from June 4 to 6, and gave a presentation on accountability in torture cases. 

160. On June 11 and 12, the IACHR Media Center Press and Information Office organized a journalists’ course on the Inter-American human rights system, in which 17 professional journalists from different countries in the region took part. The course was imparted by the Media Center with the participation of lawyers from the Executive Secretariat. 

161. On June 14 and 15, Commissioner José de Jesús Orozco, President of the IACHR, participated in the XLVII Lecture Series of the Americas at the invitation of the OAS Secretary General. The President of the IACHR gave a paper on defense and protection of human rights at the OAS.

162. On June 22 and 23, the Executive Secretary participated in a conference entitled “Prevention of Torture and Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment in Uruguay.” Participating in the event were United Nations officials, senior officials from the Uruguayan government, European Union representatives, representatives of the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights, and members of the Peace and Justice Service of Uruguay. 

163. To mark the XIX International AIDS Conference held in Washington, D.C., on July 25, the IACHR organized an event to encourage the efforts of the region's countries in the area of the rights of people with HIV/AIDS. The event was attended by OAS Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, and Commissioner Rose-Marie Belle Antoine. 

164. On August 30, the Executive Secretary gave a conference at the First Regional Meeting on Plans of Action in Human Rights, held in Rio de Janeiro. That same day, he traveled to Brasilia to meet the Minister for Human Rights of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

165. On August 30 and 31, lawyers from the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty, the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child, and the LGTBI Unit took part in the “Meeting on Social Integration and Drugs in Latin America,” held at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C. The meeting was part of the efforts of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) to contribute to the development of member States' drug policies by defining a frame of reference for public policies on social integration and drugs. 

166. In early September, the Executive Secretary, Assistant Executive Secretary, and specialists from the Executive Secretariat gave talks at the Thirtieth Interdisciplinary Course in Human Rights of the IIHR, in San Jose, Costa Rica.

167. On September 7, in coordination with the OAS Department of International Affairs, the Assistant Executive Secretary, Elizabeth Abi-Mershed gave a presentation to a group of representatives of the United States Government on the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

168. On September 26, Commissioner Dinah Shelton received approximately 20 lawyers from the Supreme Court of Mexico, who were visiting Washington, D.C. in the framework of a specialization program on protection of environmental rights organized by the United States Supreme Court and the Environmental Law Institute (ELI). Accompanied by specialists from the Executive Secretariat, Commissioner Shelton gave a number of talks about the work of the Commission and about petitions and precautionary measures in connection with environmental rights.

169. On September 28, principal specialist Mario López Garelli offered a presentation on the Inter-American human rights system to the LII Class of the Inter-American Defense College, composed of 58 students and 22 advisers. This activity was carried out as part of an orientation program organized by the OAS Secretariat for External Relations.

170. On September 28, specialist Nerea Aparicio, took part in the Conference for Officers of the High Command Course of the Army of Peru organized by the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security with the aim of explaining the mandate and responsibilities of the IACHR.
171. On October 11, the Executive Secretary participated in a panel organized by the Permanent Observer Mission of France to the OAS to mark the World Day against the Death Penalty, which was held in the Hall of the Americas. Also taking part in this panel were the French Ambassador, Pierre Henri Guignard; Dr. Susan L. Karamanian, professor at George Washington University Law school; and Jean Michel Arrighi, OAS Secretary for Legal Affairs 

172. On October 16, Commissioner José de Jesús Orozco, President of the Commission, and the Executive Secretary took part in an international conference entitled “The Challenges of the Current IACHR Reform”, organized by Fundación para el Debido Proceso Legal and Instituto de Defensa Legal in Lima, Peru. They also held a number of meetings with Peruvian government officials. 

173. On October 18, the Executive Secretary gave a conference in Mexico City in the framework of the 20th anniversary of the Gender Studies Program of Mexico's Universidad Nacional Autónoma. 
174. On October 23, specialist Fanny Gómez participated in a conference organized by the Open Society Foundation on Article 19 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, concerning the right to live independently and be included in the community. Specifically, she offered a presentation in the framework of a panel on the possibility of using national, regional, and international human rights mechanisms for the enforcement and interpretation of the rights of all persons with disabilities to be included in the community. 

175. On November 15 and 16, the Inter-American Commission organized a training workshop for more than 70 lawyers from 17 OAS member States. This activity was part of a program aimed at involving legal professionals from the private sector, who act on a pro bono basis, in the work of the IACHR. Presentations were given by the OAS Secretary General, the President of the IACHR, the Executive Secretary and Assistant Executive Secretary of the IACHR, the United Nations Rapporteur on Torture, and United States Government representatives, among others. This activity was organized by the Cyrus R. Vance Center for International Justice of the New York City Bar and Fundación Pro Bono Chile. Assistance was also provided by the American University School of Law and the ACE Rule of Law Fund. 

G.
Financial contributions
176. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights receives financing from the Regular Fund of the OAS through a contribution approved each year by the General Assembly of the Organization as well as voluntary contributions from donors. 

177. The IACHR is especially grateful for the important financial contributions from countries in and outside the region, and from international agencies and organizations, foundations, and other entities. These donations make it possible for the IACHR to carry out much of its activities under the mandates issued by the political organs of the Organization. 

178. In particular, the IACHR would like to thank the following governments of OAS member States for their contributions in 2012: Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico, Paraguay, and United States. It would also like to extend its gratitude to the observer countries that support the activities of the Inter-American Commission: Spain, Finland, France, Holland, Ireland, and Switzerland. The Inter-American Commission also greatly appreciates the contributions received from the European Commission, the International Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA), Plan International, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), Save the Children Sweden, and the University of Notre Dame. 
179. All these contributions help specifically to strengthen the Inter-American human rights system in the Hemisphere.

Strategic Plan of the IACHR 2011-2015
180. The IACHR adopted its Strategic Plan 2011-2015 with the aim of promoting greater coordination among donors, improving their efficiency levels, and demonstrating the results achieved in a transparent manner, using measurable and realistic indicators. To that end, a workshop on results-based management was held to review the array of indicators contained in the Strategic Plan.

181. The Strategic Plan includes all the Commission's activities across eight programs and their respective plans of action, laying the foundations for a new mechanism of medium- and long-term programmatic cooperation, in which potential donors can contribute to a common fund and receive a consolidated annual report that offers them a clear and transparent overview of the IACHR's management.
182. Given that the Strategic Plan was only presented to contributors in March 2011, the IACHR is still in a process of transition between specific ongoing projects and the new programmatic plan. The number of specific projects will diminish as contributions to the Strategic Plan increase. The IACHR also received voluntary contributions prior to the adoption of the Strategic Plan. Those contributions are still under execution, given that the deadline for that purpose is open-ended. 

H.
Activities of the IACHR in relation to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
183. In 2012 the Commission continued to carry out its treaty-based and statutory mandates before the Inter-American Court. The following is a detailed description of the Commission's activities before the Court in the following order: (i) referral of contentious cases; (ii) requests for provisional measures; (iii) appearance and participation in public and private hearings; (iv) presentation of written observations on State reports in cases of supervision of compliance with judgments; and (v) presentation of written observations on State reports on the implementation of provisional measures.

1.
Referral of contentious cases
184. In 2012, the Commission referred 23 cases to the jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court pursuant to Article 51 of the American Convention and Article 45 of its Rules of Procedure.

a.
“J” v. Peru (submitted on January 4, 2012)
185. The case refers to the illegal and arbitrary detention of J and the home searches conducted on April 13, 1992 by State agents, who committed acts of torture and cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment, including rape of the victim.  Following those acts, J was taken to the National Counter-Terrorism Directorate (DINCOTE) and deprived of her liberty in that place for 17 days, without judicial oversight and in inhuman detention conditions. Furthermore, the case relates to a series of violations of due process and of the principle of legality and non-retroactivity in connection with the criminal proceedings against the victim on account of alleged crimes of terrorism when Decree Law 25475 was in force.  In June 1993, J was acquitted, after which she left Peru.  On December 27, 1993, the anonymous ("faceless") Supreme Court of Justice annulled the acquittal without explanation of its reasons for doing so and ordered a retrial. To this day, proceedings against J remain pending in Peru, with an international warrant for her arrest.
b.
Liakat Ali Alibux v. Suriname (submitted on January 20, 2012)
186. The case refers to the investigation and criminal process against Liakat Ali Alibux, former Minister of Finance and former Minister of Natural Resources of Suriname, who was sentenced on November 5, 2003, for the crime of forgery, in accordance with the procedures provide for in the Indictment of Political Officials Act. In its report on merits, the Commission found that the State of Suriname was internationally responsible for violating the rights to a fair trial, to judicial protection, to freedom from ex post facto laws, and to freedom of movement and residence recognized at Articles  8, 25, 9, and 22 of the American Convention on Human Rights.  Specifically, the Commission concluded that Liakat Ali Alibux did not have a remedy to appeal his conviction; that he did not have access to the courts to challenge the constitutionality of the Act under which he was tried; that said Act was applied ex post facto; and that the restriction on his ability to leave the country was disproportionate.
c.
Melba del Carmen Suarez Peralta v. Ecuador (submitted on January 26, 2012)
187. The case deals with the lack of judicial guarantees and judicial protection in criminal proceedings against persons allegedly responsible for a case of medical malpractice denounced by Melba del Carmen Suárez Peralta. In July 2000, Melba del Carmen Suárez Peralta had surgery for appendicitis at the Minchala private clinic, which caused her severe and permanent after-effects. The criminal proceedings opened in connection with these facts concluded without a result when lack of due diligence in taking the proceedings forward led them to be declared lapsed in 2005, more than five years after the order to institute proceedings had been given. The Commission found that the criminal proceedings were characterized by the failure to pursue matters on an ex officio basis and an absence of minimal guarantees of due diligence for the victim. The passive role played by the Prosecutor’s Office in the criminal proceedings and the delay in pursuing the case meant that those possibly responsible went unpunished, when the statute of limitations was applied to the claims in 2005. Furthermore, the Commission concluded that the failure to provide a reasoned response to the request for a fine on the judicial authority on the ground that the suit had lapsed because of a lack of timely dispatch, constituted a violation of the right to a fair trial.

d.
Rodríguez Vera et al. (Palace of Justice) v. Colombia (submitted on February 9, 2012)
188. The facts in the case are related with the taking and retaking of the Palace of Justice, in Bogota, on November 6 and 7, 1985.  In particular, the case concerns the forced disappearance of Carlos Augusto Rodríguez Vera, Cristina del Pilar Guarín Cortés, David Suspes Celis, Bernardo Beltrán Hernández, Héctor Jaime Beltrán Fuentes, Gloria Stella Lizarazo, Luz Mary Portela León, Norma Constanza Esguerra, Lucy Amparo Oviedo de Arias, Gloria Anzola de Lanao, Ana Rosa Castiblanco Torres, and Irma Franco Pineda during the operation to retake the building. It also relates to the disappearance and subsequent execution of judge Carlos Horacio Urán Rojas, as well as to the detention and torture of Yolanda Ernestina Santodomingo Albericci, Eduardo Matson Ospino, Orlando Quijano, and José Vicente Rubiano Galvis.
189. In addition, the case deals with the failure of the judiciary to clarify the facts and punish all those responsible. In this connection, criminal proceedings were instituted in the military and the regular jurisdictions, as were disciplinary and contentious administrative proceedings. Following the events surrounding the taking of the Palace of Justice, relatives of the disappeared victims embarked on a search for their loved ones and filed criminal complaints as part of their quest for the truth, justice, and redress.  In addition, the surviving victims sought to obtain justice for the acts connected with the detention and torture they suffered.

e.
Pacheco Tineo Family v. Bolívia (submitted on February 21, 2012)
190. The case refers to the return of the Pacheco Tineo family to Peru on February 24, 2001, as a consequence of the rejection of their request for recognition of refugee status in Bolivia. The Pacheco Tineo family, composed of Rumaldo Juan Pacheco Osco, his wife, Fredesvinda Tineo Godos, and their three children, entered Bolivia on February 19, 2001. The immigration authorities took note of their irregular situation and initiated actions directed toward their expulsion to Peru. This prompted Rumaldo Juan Pacheco Osco to request that the State of Bolivia recognize refugee status to him and his family. The request was summarily rejected in a matter of hours, in violation of several due process guarantees. As a result, the Pacheco Tineo family was expelled to Peru on February 24, 2001. In its report on merits, the IACHR concluded that the State of Bolivia is internationally responsible for violating the right to mental integrity, the right to seek and be granted asylum, the principle of non refoulement, and the right to a fair trial and judicial protection, to the detriment of the Tineo Pacheco family. Moreover, the IACHR concluded that the State of Bolivia violated its special obligations in relation to the protection of the three children.  
f.
Brewer Carias v. Venezuela (submitted on March 7, 2012)
191. The case relates to the lack of judicial guarantees and judicial protection in the proceedings brought against constitutional attorney Allan R. Brewer Carías for the crime of conspiring to change the Constitution through violent means in connection with the events of April 11 and 13, 2002, in which he was alleged to have participated in the drafting of the so-called “Carmona Decree” ordering the dissolution of the public authorities and the establishment of a “democratic transition government.” 

192. In its report on merits, the Commission concluded that in this particular case the fact that three temporary judges were responsible for hearing the preliminary stage of the criminal proceedings brought against Allan Brewer Carías in itself constituted a violation of judicial guarantees.  Moreover, the Commission considered that the fact that one of the temporary judges was suspended and replaced two days after having filed a complaint for failure to comply with an order he had issued requiring that the accused be given access to the complete file on his case, together with the rules and practices in Venezuela regarding the appointment, dismissal and provisional tenure of judges, constituted violations of the guarantees of judicial independence and impartiality and contravened the right to judicial protection. Finally, the Commission considered that not being able to make photocopies of the file and to access it in its entirety violated the victim’s right to have adequate means for preparing his defense.
g.
Véliz Franco et al. v. Guatemala (submitted on May 3, 2012)
193. The facts of this case deal with the lack of an effective response by the Guatemalan State to a missing person’s report made by Rosa Elvira Franco Sandoval to the Public Ministry on December 17, 2001, to notify the disappearance of her 15-year-old daughter, María Isabel Véliz Franco, as well as subsequent failings in the investigation of the facts.  In that report, Mrs. Franco Sandoval said that on December 16, 2001, her daughter had left home at 8:00 a.m. and was supposed to return that evening, but she had not done so.  There is no record of any efforts having been made to find the victim between the time the report was filed and the time the body was found at 2:00 p.m. on December 18, 2001. 

194. The case also concerns a series of irregularities that occurred during the investigation into the disappearance and subsequent death of María Isabel Véliz Franco; these include the failure to take appropriate steps when she was reported missing, flaws in the preservation of the crime scene when her body was discovered, and deficiencies in the handling and analysis of the evidence that was gathered. While the case was being processed by the IACHR, the State accepted its responsibility for the lack of due diligence in the investigation process with respect to the death of María Isabel Véliz Franco, specifically for the failure to conduct certain forensic tests on her body; the delay in the investigation, caused by a conflict over territorial jurisdiction; and for its not having established an effective precautionary measure to ensure that the murder suspect would appear in court.

h.
Arguelles et al. v. Argentina (submitted on May 29, 2012)
195. The case refers to the violation of the right to personal liberty and the right to a fair trial in the domestic proceedings of a military court against military officers for the crime of military fraud, pursuant to the provisions of the Code of Military Justice of Argentina then in force. Specifically, the facts that gave rise to the proceedings with which this case is concerned occurred in the period from 1978 to 1980 and resulted in the detention and holding incommunicado of approximately 50 military officers who were in charge of funds at different Argentine Air Force bases, 21 of whom are victims in this case. 

196. In its report on merits, the Commission concluded that the State had violated the right of the victims to technical assistance in the preparation of their defense, inasmuch as Article 87 of the Code did not grant persons on trial the right to an attorney but, rather, allowed them to be defended by an active or retired military officer; the right to be defended by an attorney was only recognized once the accused had submitted a plea to the tribunal (Code of Military Justice of Argentina,  Article 252). In addition, the Commission found that the victims had been held incommunicado for a length of time that exceeded the limit permitted under the Code; that the Code did not set a time limit within which the military tribunal had to decide on the case of a detainee; and, furthermore, that the victims were held in pre-trial custody for between seven and eight years, without the State having justified their prolonged detention. In addition, the Commission concluded that the Code of Military Justice included certain provisions that prima facie constituted an infringement of the right to a fair trial and to access to justice, a fact that the State recognized when it repealed the Code but did not lead to reparations for the victims. It should be noted that the State repealed the Code in the framework of the friendly settlement in the Correa Belisle case, in which similar questions of due process arose, albeit in a different context. Finally, the commission concluded that the length of the proceeding exceeded the limits of reasonableness envisaged in the American Convention.
i. Jeremías Osorio Rivera et al. v. Peru (submitted on June 10, 2012)

197. The case refers to the forced disappearance of Jeremías Osorio Rivera, who was detained by a Peruvian army patrol on April 28, 1991, in the province of Cajatambo, Department of Lima, without his whereabouts having been determined and without the persons responsible having been sanctioned to date. Mr. Osorio Rivera was detained by members of the Counter-Subversive Base of Cajatambo in a context of armed conflict, in which forced disappearance was used systematically by members of the State’s security forces. The IACHR also concluded that Jeremías Osorio Rivera was subjected to torture during his transfer by army personnel on April 30, 1991 and that members of the military concealed information about the victim’s whereabouts and then released false information. 

198. Although the victim’s family members lodged a complaint against the commander of the patrol that detained him, Juan Carlos Tello Delgado, and participated actively in the criminal proceedings instituted in May 1991, the case was referred to the military jurisdiction and dismissed in February 1996. After the restoration of democracy and the repeal of the Amnesty Laws that impeded an investigation into the crimes committed by agents of the Peruvian State in the context of the so-called “struggle against terrorism,” the investigations into the disappearance of Jeremías Osorio were reopened and are currently before the Supreme Court of Justice. The Commission concluded that more than 20 years after the victim’s forced disappearance and with the entire truth of the incident still not known, the domestic criminal proceedings have not constituted an effective remedy for determining the fate of the victim or for ensuring the rights of access to justice and to the truth through the investigation and punishment of those responsible.


j.
Landaeta Mejía Brothers v. Venezuela (submitted on July 10, 2012)
199. The facts of this case refer to the extrajudicial execution of the brothers Igmar Alexander Landaeta Mejías and Eduardo José Landaeta Mejías, 18 and 17 years of age respectively, by members of the Security and Public Order Corps (Cuerpo de Seguridad y Orden Público) of the state of Aragua. After threats and harassment against them, on November 17, 1996, Igmar Alexander Landaeta Mejías was extrajudicially executed. One month and a half later, on December 30, 1996, his brother, the adolescent Eduardo José Landaeta Mejías, was illegally and arbitrarily deprived of his liberty, and the next day, in the context of a supposed transfer, he was extrajudicially executed. These acts occurred within a broader context of extrajudicial executions in Venezuela, that were especially rife in the state of Aragua. The two brothers’ deaths remain in impunity. In the case of Igmar Alexander Landaeta Mejías, the criminal proceedings against the police authorities culminated in dismissal, whereas the criminal proceeding in the case of Eduardo José Landaeta Mejías continues, 16 years after his death.

k.
Benito Tide Méndez et al. v. Dominican Republic (submitted on July 12, 2012)
200. The case refers to the arbitrary detention and summary expulsion from the Dominican Republic of Benito Tide Méndez, William Medina Ferreras, Lilia Jean Pierre, Jeanty Fils-Aime, Janise Midi, Ana Virginia Nolasco, Andrea Alezy, Rafaelito Pérez Charles, Víctor Jean, Marlene Mesidor, and the children Wilda Medina, Luis Ney Medina, Carolina Isabel Medina, Nene Fils-Aime, Antonio Fils-Aime, Diane Fils-Aime, Marilobi Fils-Aime, Endry Fils-Aime, Andren Fils-Aime, Juan Fils-Aime, Ana Lidia Sensión, Reyita Antonia Sensión, Berson Gelin, McKenson Jean, Victoria Jean, Miguel Jean, and Nathalie Jean. In its report on merits, the Commission concluded that the summary expulsions occurred in a tense context of collective and mass expulsions of individuals, affecting Dominicans and foreigners, both documented and undocumented, who had their permanent residence in the country and strong employment and familial ties within the Dominican Republic.  In this regard, the Commission considered that phenotypical characteristics and skin color were decisive factors when individuals were selected for detention and subsequent expulsion, indicating a pattern of discrimination regarding these persons. 

201. In addition, the Commission noted that, in this case, the State failed to submit information demonstrating that the repatriation procedure in effect at the time of these events had effectively been applied to the victims and noted, in particular, that there was no order of arrest from a competent authority or administrative or judicial proceedings opened regarding these persons; that the agents of the State did not individually identify the victims when detaining them; that the victims were not informed of the charges leading to their detention nor were they presented with information regarding the questioning of their legal status in the country. Similarly, the Commission stated that the victims did not have time or adequate means to prove their nationality or legal status in the Dominican Republic, were not provided with legal assistance, and did not have the opportunity to appeal the decision, nor was there any order from a competent, independent, and impartial authority ruling on their deportation.  Moreover, the Commission noted that the State did not indicate a specific remedy the victims could have accessed to protect their rights but that additionally, in this case, there were significant obstacles impeding their access to justice, and that the State did not initiate a serious, impartial and effective investigation to establish the facts and to determine the possible perpetrators.  

202. In addition, based on the context, legislation, and practices of the Dominican State at the time of the events, the Commission concluded that there was a series of impediments preventing the Haitian migrants from regularizing their legal situation in the country and registering their children born in Dominican territory. Thus, the Commission considered that the existing impediments to granting citizenship to persons born in Dominican territory, despite the fact that the State accepts the principle of jus soli, constituted an arbitrary deprivation of citizenship that fostered the detention and possible deportation of nationals and placed the victims in a situation of extreme risk and vulnerability.

203. In addition, the Commission established that during their detention, the victims did not receive water, food, or medical assistance, and their expulsion led to the uprooting and breakdown of family structures and affected the normal development of familial relations, even for new family members. The Commission emphasized that in some cases families were reunited after a few days while in other cases the separation continued for several years, and that the victims have expressed well-founded fear of returning to the Dominican Republic for fear of being deported again. In addition, the Commission felt that family members who remained in the Dominican Republic suffered a great deal because they did not know the whereabouts of the family member who had been expelled. Finally, the Commission concluded that the victims’ expulsion entailed the automatic and de facto loss of everything they left in Dominican territory, which constituted an illegal deprivation of their property for which, furthermore, they did not receive adequate compensation.


l.
Gudiel Ramos et al. v. Guatemala (submitted on July 17, 2012)
204. The facts in this case refer to the failure to prevent the assassination of human rights defender Florentín Gudiel Ramos on December 20, 2004. The assassination of Florentín Gudiel Ramos remains in impunity as a result of the irregularities committed at the outset of the investigation and the lack of a diligent investigation into the hypotheses related to the motive behind the assassination. In addition, the investigation was not carried out in a reasonable time, and was compromised by the lack of protection for persons who participated actively in the process. The lack of any protection for the family members led to their displacement, in violation of the right to freedom of movement and residence. The Commission also concluded that the facts constituted a violation of the duty to guarantee political rights, by virtue of the public office that Florentín Gudiel Ramos held and the impossibility of his daughter, Makrina Gudiel Álvarez, to continue to exercise her political rights. 

2.
Requests for provisional measures
a.
Wong Ho Wing - Peru
205. On March 2, 2012, the Inter-American Commission requested the Court to reactivate the provisional measures in this matter that required the Peruvian State to abstain from extraditing Mr. Wong Ho Wing to the People's Republic of China until the organs of the Inter-American system had issued a final decision on the petition lodged with the Inter-American Commission under Article 44 of the American Convention. 
206. Since the Inter-American Court issued an order on October 10, 2011, lifting the provisional measures, new facts have presented themselves that void the premise on which the Court ordered those measures to be lifted. Specifically, new developments have emerged that raise doubts about strict compliance with the judgments of the Constitutional Court ordering the executive branch to abstain from extraditing Mr. Wong Ho Wing.

207. On June 26, 2012, the Inter-American Court again ordered the adoption of provisional measures, which are currently in force. 
b.
Marianela Sánchez Ortiz - Venezuela
208. On July 5, the IACHR requested the Inter-American Court to order the Venezuelan State to adopt provisional measures in favor of the human rights defender Marianela Sánchez Ortiz and her family circle in order to protect their lives and well-being. This request for provisional measures was based on information received by the Commission regarding recent acts that constituted a threat to the lives and physical integrity of Marianela Sánchez Ortiz and her family and that placed them in a situation of extreme risk in the context of her work for the organization Observatorio Venezolano de Prisiones. The Commission requested the Court to order protection for Ms. Sánchez Ortiz and her family by instructing the extension to them of the provisional measures already in force with regard to certain prisons in Venezuela and the human rights defender and director of the aforesaid organization, Humberto Prado.

209. These measures are currently in force. 

c. Andean Region Prison [Centro Penitenciario de la Región Andina] (CEPRA)

206. On August 10, the Commission requested the Inter-American Court to order the Venezuelan State to adopt provisional measures to protect the lives and well-being of persons deprived of liberty and other individuals present at the Andean Region Prison (Centro Penitenciario de la Región Andina)—also known by its initials, CEPRA— located in the Municipality of Sucre, state of Mérida. The Commission founded this request for provisional measures on information received regarding the steadily mounting numbers of inmates who have been killed or very seriously injured at the prison. According to available information, the factors that contribute to this situation include, inter alia, lack of effective control inside the prison, trafficking in firearms despite periodic searches, and the highly overcrowded conditions.
207. On September 6, the Inter-American Court granted the provisional measures requested and ordered that the matter be joined with the proceeding on provisional measures with regard to certain prisons in Venezuela. 

208. These measures are currently in force. 

d. Luz Estela Castro Rodríguez 
208. On November 30, the Commission requested that the Inter-American Court order the State of Mexico to adopt provisional measures to protect the life and well-being of the human rights defender Luz Estela Castro Rodríguez, also known as “Lucha Castro.” This request for provisional measures was founded on the extreme risk that Ms. Luz Estela Castro Rodríguez reportedly faces in her work as a human rights defender in the state of Chihuahua, Mexico. According to information supplied to the IACHR, the risk to Luz Estela Castro has been increasing in recent months.

209. A pronouncement on the part of the Inter-American Court on this request for provisional measures was pending at the time of adoption of this annual report. 
3.
Appearance and participation in public and private hearings
210. From February 20 to March 2, 2012, the Commission participated in the hearings of the Court's 94th regular session held in San José, Costa Rica.  During those sessions, public hearings were held in the following cases: Vélez Restrepo et al. (Colombia), Furlán et al. (Argentina), Pacheo Teruel et al. (Honduras), Palma Mendoza et al. (Ecuador), and Castillo González et al. (Venezuela). The Commission also participated in the following public hearings on provisional measures: LM (Paraguay), Gladys Lanza Ochoa (Honduras), and Juan Almonte Herrera (Dominican Republic); and in the following hearings on supervision of compliance: Castañeda Gutman (Mexico) and Pueblo Bello (Colombia), as well as nine Colombian cases involving supervision of compliance with measures. 
211. On April 21, the Commission took part in a visit to the Sarayaku territory, a measure ordered by the Inter-American Court in the context of the case of the Sarayaku Indigenous People and its members v. Ecuador.

212. From April 23 to 28, the Commission participated in the hearings held in the framework of the 45th special session of the Inter-American Court held in Guayaquil, Ecuador. During that session, public hearings were held in the following cases: Massacres of El Mozote and neighboring locations (El Salvador), Edgar Fernando García (Guatemala), Gudiel Álvarez et al. (Military Journal) (Guatemala). 
213. From June 18 to 29, the Commission participated in the hearings held in the framework of the 95th regular session of the Inter-American Court held in San Jose, Costa Rica. During that session, public hearings were held in the following cases: Río Negro Massacres (Guatemala), Mohamed (Argentina), Nadege Dorzema et al. (Dominican Republic), and Massacre of Santo Domingo (Colombia). The Commission also took part in hearings on supervision of compliance in the cases of Radilla Pacheco (Mexico) and Moiwana (Suriname). 

214. From August 27 to September 7, the Commission participated in the hearings held in the framework of the 96th regular session of the Inter-American Court held in San Jose, Costa Rica. During that session, public hearings were held in the following cases: Mendoza et al. – (Juveniles sentenced to life imprisonment) (Argentina) and Artavia Murillo et al. (In vitro fertilization) (Costa Rica). The Commission also took part in a hearing on supervision of compliance with judgment in the case of Barrios Altos (Peru). 

4.
Presentation of written observations to State reports in cases under supervision of compliance
215. In compliance with the mandate established in Article 57 of the American Convention and the provisions contained in Article 69 of the Rules of Procedure of the Court, and in the exercise of its role of defense of the Inter-American public order, in 2012 the Commission continued to submit information and observations on State reports on compliance with judgments. In performance of this function, the Commission submitted 105 briefs to the Inter-American Court 

5.
Presentation of written observations to State reports on implementation of provisional measures
216. In compliance with the mandate established in Article 63(2) of the American Convention and the provisions contained in Article 27(7) of the Rules of Procedure of the Court, and in the exercise of its role of defense of the inter-American public order, in 2012 the Commission continued to submit information and observations on State reports on implementation of provisional measures. In performance of this function, the Commission submitted 92 briefs to the Inter-American Court. 

I.
Forty-second regular session of the OAS General Assembly
217. At the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, from June 3 to 5, 2012, the Commission was represented by its President, Commissioner José de Jesús Orozco Henríquez, and its then-Executive Secretary, Santiago A. Canton. The President addressed the General Assembly on the situation of human rights in OAS member States and officially presented the 2011 Annual Report. In his speech, he also mentioned that the Inter-American human rights system was at a critical juncture and, therefore, so was the defense and protection of human rights in the Americas.
  

218. The General Assembly adopted several resolutions regarding human rights; those are available on the OAS website at: http://www.oas.org/consejo/GENERAL%20ASSEMBLY/Resoluciones-Declaraciones.asp. Given their importance for the observance and defense of human rights in the Americas and the strengthening of the Inter-American system, they are listed below:

Resolutions concerning the organs of the Inter-American human rights system
AG/RES. 2759 (XLII-O/12)
OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12)
FOLLOW-UP ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE “REPORT OF THE SPECIAL WORKING GROUP TO REFLECT ON THE WORKINGS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS WITH A VIEW TO STRENGTHENING THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM”
Resolutions containing requests to the IACHR
AG/RES. 2711 (XLII-O/12)
MECHANISM TO FOLLOW UP ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, “CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ”

AG/RES. 2715 (XLII-O/12)
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS: SUPPORT FOR INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, AND ORGANIZATIONS OF CIVIL SOCIETY WORKING TO PROMOTE AND PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE AMERICAS   

AG/RES. 2718 (XLII-O/12)
DRAFT LEGALLY BINDING INTER-AMERICAN INSTRUMENTS AGAINST RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND AGAINST ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND INTOLERANCE  . 

AG/RES. 2721 (XLII-O/12)
HUMAN RIGHTS, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, AND GENDER IDENTITY   

AG/RES. 2725 (XLII-O/12)
RIGHT TO THE TRUTH
Other resolutions concerning human rights (without specific requests)
AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12)
PREVENTION AND ERADICATION OF SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND SMUGGLING OF AND TRAFFICKING IN MINORS

AG/RES. 2708 (XLII-O/12)
RECOGNITION AND PROMOTION OF THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT IN THE AMERICAS
AG/RES. 2709 /XLII-O/12)
PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY

AG/RES. 2713 (XLII-O/12)
ADOPTION OF PROGRESS INDICATORS FOR MEASURING RIGHTS UNDER THE PROTOCOL OF SAN SALVADOR   

AG/RES. 2714 (XLII-O/12)
OFFICIAL PUBLIC DEFENDERS AS A GUARANTEE OF ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR PERSONS IN SITUATIONS OF VULNERABILITY   

AG/RES. 2716 (XLII-O/12)
INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS

AG/RES. 2717 (XLII-O/12)
PERSONS WHO HAVE DISAPPEARED AND ASSISTANCE TO MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES
AG/RES. 2724 (XLII-O/12)
DRAFT AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES   

AG/RES. 2726 (XLII-O/12)
PROTECTING THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF OLDER PERSONS

AG/RES. 2729 (XLII-O/12)
THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS, INCLUDING MIGRANT WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

AG/RES. 2732 (XLII-O/12)
HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION IN FORMAL EDUCATION IN THE AMERICAS   

AG/RES. 2758 (XLII-O/12)
PROTECTION OF ASYLUM SEEKERS AND REFUGEES IN THE AMERICAS 

� The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela announced its decision to denounce the American Convention on Human Rights on September 10, 2012. Under Article 78 of that treaty, that denunciation shall take effect one year after notice of it was served to the OAS Secretary General.


� See the following press releases issued by the IACHR the sessions: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/Comunicados/2012/036.asp" ��Nos. 36/12� and� HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2012/134.asp" �� 134/12.�  


� They presented information specially related the precautionary measure and case involving the newspaper El Universo (Petition 1436/11 and PM 406/11).


� As a result of Hurricane Sandy, 13 hearings which had been scheduled for this session had to be canceled.	


� See IACHR, Press release � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2012/144.asp" ��No. 144/12�. 


� See IACHR, Press release No. � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2012/033.asp" ��No. 33/12�. 


� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/defensores/docs/pdf/defensores2011.pdf" ��http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/defenders/docs/pdf/defenders2011.pdf� 


� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/ppl/docs/pdf/PPL2011esp.pdf" ��http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/pdl/docs/pdf/PPL2011eng.pdf� 


� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/mujeres/docs/pdf/VIOLENCIASEXUALEducySalud.pdf" ��http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/women/docs/pdf/SEXUALVIOLENCEEducHealth.pdf� 


� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/mujeres/docs/pdf/MESOAMERICA%202011%20ESP%20FINAL.pdf" ��http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/women/docs/pdf/WOMEN%20MESOAMERICA%20ENG.pdf� 


� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/docs/pdfs/penademuerte.pdf" ��http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/docs/pdf/deathpenalty.pdf� 


� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/afrodescendientes/docs/pdf/AFROS_2011_ESP.pdf" ��http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/afro-descendants/docs/pdf/AFROS_2011_ENG.pdf� 


� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/mujeres/docs/pdf/ACCESO%20INFORMACION%20MUJERES.pdf" ��http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/women/docs/pdf/womenaccessinformationreproductivehealth.pdf� 


� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/mujeres/docs/pdf/ESTANDARES%20JURIDICOS.pdf" ��http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/women/docs/pdf/REGIONALst.pdf� 


� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/mujeres/docs/pdf/MujeresDESC2011.pdf" ��http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/women/docs/pdf/WomenDESC2011.pdf� 


� Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/docs/pdfs/Jamaica2012esp.pdf" ��http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/docs/pdf/Jamaica2012eng.pdf� 


� The activities of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression are included in volume II of this annual report.


� See IACHR, press release No. � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2012/075.asp" ��75/12.� 


� For an up-to-date list of IACHR press releases concerned with the situation of the rights of LGTBI persons, see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/lgtbi/comunicados/" �http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/lgtbi/press_releases/� 


� See IACHR, Press release � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2012/039.asp" ��No. 39/12.� 


� In this regard, see IACHR press release � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2012/058.asp" ��No. 58/12�. 





