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1. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) performs its 
functions of observation and monitoring of specific human rights issues through its Country 
Rapporteurships and Thematic Rapporteurships. It should be noted that the IACHR carries out 
these activities of observation and monitoring of the human rights situation in the countries of 
the region through a series of mechanisms such as on-site visits, working visits, press releases, 
requests for information from the States (letters based on Article 41 of the American Convention 
on Human Rights1 and Article 18 of the Statute of the IACHR2), among other instruments.  

2. In addition, the IACHR conducts training and promotion activities - often in 
coordination with the aforementioned Rapporteurships - through its specialized areas, to 
disseminate and provide training on inter-American human rights standards that have been 
generated through the doctrine and jurisprudence of the inter-American human rights system 
(IAHRS). The purpose of this is to promote greater understanding of these standards by civil 
society, networks of social actors, and member states, and their application and incorporation 
into national decisions, regulatory frameworks, and public policies with a focus on human rights. 
For the IACHR, the strengthening of state institutions is the basis for the realization of human 
rights in the countries of the region.  

3. With regard to the rapporteurships, the Inter-American Commission has been 
establishing them since 1990 in order to draw attention to certain individuals, groups, and 
collectivities that are particularly exposed to human rights violations due to their situation of 
vulnerability and the historical discrimination to which they have been subjected. The purpose of 
creating a thematic rapporteurship is to strengthen, promote, and systematize the work of the 
Inter-American Commission on specific issues. In this sense, they stimulate awareness of human 
rights among the peoples of the Americas.3 The rapporteurships also support the work of the 
IACHR in developing legal standards; contribute to knowledge about the mechanisms of the inter-
American system; and promote access to national and international justice for individuals, 
groups, and collectivities related to their thematic focus. In turn, the IACHR rapporteurships work 
closely with various sectors that operate in their areas of expertise, including the rapporteurships 
of the United Nations and other universal mechanisms, civil society organizations, States, and 
academia, among others. 

4. The IACHR's thematic rapporteurships are governed by the provisions set forth 
in Article 15 of the Commission's Rules of Procedure,4 as well as by the practices established by 
the Commission. . The Commission approves the reports and work plans of each rapporteurship 

 
1

 In this sense, see OAS, American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José), adopted in 1969, Article 41 d). 
2 In this sense, see OAS, Statute of  the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, adopted in 1979, Article 18(d).  

3 OAS, Statute of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, adopted in 1979, Article 18(a). 
4 In this sense, see IACHR, Rules of  Procedure of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Article 15.  

https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/tratados_b-32_convencion_americana_sobre_derechos_humanos.htm
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/mandato/Basicos/estatutoCIDH.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/mandato/Basicos/estatutoCIDH.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/mandato/Basicos/reglamentoCIDH.asp
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and oversees the day-to-day execution of their mandates. The Rules of Procedure of the IACHR 
precisely define the procedure for their establishment as specialized thematic offices created by 
the IACHR itself and for the election of thematic rapporteurs. Likewise, the Rules of Procedure 
regulate the functions carried out by the IACHR in which its rapporteurships participate. The 
aforementioned norms and practices constitute an important set of rules that regulate the 
conduct of all the rapporteurships and establish rigorous procedures for action.  

5. In addition, the thematic rapporteurships collaborate in the fulfillment of the 
IACHR's main function of promoting the observance and defense of human rights, and serve as a 
consultative body to the OAS in this area.5 In this regard, they may request information from the 
governments of the States6 and provide reports on the measures they adopt in the area of human 
rights,7 as well as formulate recommendations for the adoption of progressive measures in favor 
of human rights, in accordance with the IACHR's mandate.8 The rapporteurs also prepare studies 
and reports relevant to their thematic functions.9 In addition, as part of their attributions, the 
rapporteurs may conduct working visits to States and participate in on-site visits by the IACHR, 
with the consent or at the invitation of the respective government.10  

6. The IACHR currently has eleven thematic rapporteurships:  

● Rapporteurship on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (1990); 
● Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Women (1994); 
● Rapporteurship on the Rights of Migrants (1996); 
● Rapporteurship on the Rights of the Child (1998); 
● Office of the Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders (201111); 
● Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty (2004);  
● Rapporteurship on the Rights of Afro-descendants and against Racial Discrimination 

(2005); 
● Rapporteurship on the Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, and Intersex Persons 

(2014); 
● Rapporteurship on Memory, Truth, and Justice (2019).  
● Rapporteurship on Older Persons (2019); and 
● Rapporteurship on Persons with Disabilities (2019). 

 
7. The IACHR also has the power to create Special Rapporteurships in charge of 

other persons appointed by the Commission.12 Within this framework of action, since 1997, there 
has been a Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression (RELE),13 which is a permanent office 

 
5 In this sense, see OAS, Charter of the Organization of American States, Article 106; and OAS, American Convention on 

Human Rights(Pact of San José), adopted in 1969, Article 41 e).  
6 In this sense, see OAS, American Convention on Human Rights(Pact of San José), adopted in 1969, article 41 d); and OAS, 

Statute of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, adopted in 1979, article 18 d). 
7 In this sense, see OAS, American Convention on Human Rights(Pact of San José), adopted in 1969, Article 41 c). 
8 In this sense, see OAS, American Convention on Human Rights(Pact of San José), adopted in 1969, Article 41 b).  
9In this sense, see OAS, American Convention on Human Rights(Pact of San José), adopted in 1969, Article 41; and IACHR, 

Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Commission o nHuman Rights, Article 58. 
10 In this regard, see IACHR, Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Commission on HumanRights, Chapter IV.  
11 The IACHR created the Human Rights Defenders Unit in 2001, which was converted into a rapporteurship in 2011. 
12

 In this sense, see IACHR, Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Article 15(4). 
13 The activities of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression are presented in the annex to this 

Annual Report. 

https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/tratados_b-32_convencion_americana_sobre_derechos_humanos.htm
http://www.oas.org/es/sla/ddi/tratados_multilaterales_interamericanos_A-41_carta_OEA.asp
https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/tratados_b-32_convencion_americana_sobre_derechos_humanos.htm
https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/tratados_b-32_convencion_americana_sobre_derechos_humanos.htm
https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/tratados_b-32_convencion_americana_sobre_derechos_humanos.htm
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/mandato/Basicos/estatutoCIDH.asp
https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/tratados_b-32_convencion_americana_sobre_derechos_humanos.htm
https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/tratados_b-32_convencion_americana_sobre_derechos_humanos.htm
https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/tratados_b-32_convencion_americana_sobre_derechos_humanos.htm
https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/tratados_b-32_convencion_americana_sobre_derechos_humanos.htm
https://www.oas.org/dil/esp/tratados_b-32_convencion_americana_sobre_derechos_humanos.htm
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/mandato/Basicos/reglamentoCIDH.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/mandato/Basicos/reglamentoCIDH.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/mandato/Basicos/reglamentoCIDH.asp
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with its own operational structure and functional independence that operates within the legal 
framework of the IACHR.  

8. On April 3, 2014, the IACHR also decided to establish a Special Rapporteurship 
on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights (REDESCA or Special Rapporteurship on 
ESCER), taking into account the interdependent and indivisible nature of human rights and the 
importance of the protection and promotion of economic, social, and cultural rights in the region. 
Through the creation of this new rapporteurship, the IACHR seeks to strengthen and deepen its 
work in the defense and protection of economic, social, and cultural rights in the Americas. As 
background to the creation of REDESCA, it should be recalled that, as part of the process of 
strengthening the inter-American system, both OAS member states and other actors of the inter-
American human rights system expressed their interest in directing greater attention to the issue 
of economic, social, and cultural rights. As a result of this process, the IACHR created specialized 
institutional bodies. Indeed, during the 146th Regular Session, which took place from October 29 
to November 16, 2012, the Commission created a Unit on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights 
(ESCR Unit), which later became the current Special Rapporteurship on Economic, Social, 
Cultural, and Environmental Rights (REDESCA).  

9. Regarding the most recent changes in the structure of the IACHR's thematic 
rapporteurships, it should be noted that during the 171st period of sessions, held from February 
7 to 16, 2019 in Bolivia, it was decided to broaden and deepen the existing institutional 
framework for  following up on certain matters. Specifically, the IACHR decided that the Units on 
Memory, Truth, and Justice; on Older Persons; and on Persons with Disabilities would be 
transformed into rapporteurships, joining the eight existing thematic rapporteurships. In 
addition, the mandate of the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty was 
expanded to include the prevention of and fight against torture, and the mandate of the 
Rapporteurship on Human Rights Defenders was expanded to include the situation of justice 
operators. 

10. Among their functions, the rapporteurships have used their mandate to promote 
regional initiatives on priority issues in the region relevant to their areas of focus. These 
initiatives have been strengthened by participatory information-gathering processes, including 
the perspective of States and civil society; the preparation of regional reports on pressing issues 
and the presentation of these reports; the organization of promotional activities to disseminate 
knowledge about the standards of the inter-American system; the circulation of questionnaires 
and the preparation of consultations with experts; the organization of relevant thematic hearings 
and working visits; the preparation of press releases; and the use of other mechanisms. At the 
individual cases level, the rapporteurships participate and play a specialized role in the 
processing of individual petitions on human rights violations received by the IACHR. They also 
participate in the analysis of requests for precautionary measures and in hearings and friendly 
settlements.  

11. In this regard, as part of their role of monitoring and promoting human rights, 
the IACHR's thematic rapporteurships constantly strive to work in an articulated and strategic 
manner, taking into account the intersection of identities and the existence of heightened risks of 
human rights violations against certain individuals, groups, and collectivities in the Hemisphere. 
In addition, over the years, the rapporteurships have identified the existence of issues that 
require cross-cutting and joint action by the different thematic areas, such as those involving 
indigenous women, migrants deprived of their liberty, among others, which has led to actions 
based on the interaction of the different thematic rapporteurships.  
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12. In light of the above, considering the variety of observation, monitoring, 
promotion, and training activities of the IACHR rapporteurships, this chapter is divided into two 
sections: the first will address human rights observation and monitoring activities carried out 
by the IACHR through on-site and working visits, press releases, requests for information, and 
thematic and country reports (A); and the second will report on promotion and training 
activities (B). 

A. IACHR observation and monitoring activities in 2020 

 
1. On-site visits 

 

1.1 Visit in loco to Chile 
 

13. The IACHR conducted an on-site visit to Chile from January 25 to 31, 2020. The 
objective was to observe on the ground the human rights situation in the country. 

14. The IACHR delegation was composed of the Chair of the Commission, 
Commissioner Esmeralda Arosemena de Troitiño, the Vice-Chair and Rapporteur for Chile, 
Commissioner Joel Hernández, Commissioners Margarette May Macaulay, Flávia Piovesan, Julissa 
Mantilla, and Commissioner Stuardo Ralón; Also present were the Executive Secretary at the time, 
Paulo Abrão, the Deputy Executive Secretary María Claudia Pulido, the Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Expression Edison Lanza, the Special Rapporteur for Economic, Social, Cultural, and 
Environmental Rights, Soledad García-Muñoz, and a technical team from the IACHR Executive 
Secretariat. 

15. The Commission met with government authorities and autonomous bodies; 
with representatives of civil society organizations and international bodies; as well as with 
victims of human rights violations and their families, collectives, and students. The IACHR 
delegation visited the cities of Santiago, Arica, Temuco, Ercilla, Concepción, Antofagasta, and 
Valparaíso. It also visited the towns of Lo Hermida and Pudahuel Sur. It also visited the Santiago 
1 Preventive Detention Center, the 3rd Carabineros Police Station, the Temuco Penitentiary 
Compliance Center and the SENAME center, the San Miguel Family Residence, and CREAD 
Pudahuel. Throughout the visit, the IACHR met with more than 900 people, victims, and family 
members. 

16. The IACHR released the preliminary observations of the visit, which are 
contained in Press Release 018/2020. In addition, as a result of the visit, the IACHR will prepare 
a country report in the coming months. A fact sheet on the visit is included below.  

State Chile 

Dates / Locations January 25 to 31, 2020 / Santiago, Arica, Temuco, Ercilla, 
Concepción, Antofagasta, and Valparaíso. 

Topic(s) / reports Issues from all IACHR rapporteurships have been addressed, with 
emphasis on social protests. 
 

Institutions visited Ministry of Foreign Affairs, National Human Rights Institute 
(INDH), OHCHR, Ministry of the Interior, Presidency of the 
Republic, Ministry of Defense, Chamber of Deputies and Senate, 
Carabineros de Chile and PDI, Children's Ombudsman's Office, 
Comptroller General of the Republic, Ministry of Justice, Ministry 
of Justice and Human Rights - National Service for Minors 
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(SENAME), Supreme Court of Chile, National Prosecutors' Office, 
Public Criminal Defense Office, National Association of 
Magistrates, Ministry of Justice/Subsecretariat of Human Rights 
on persons deprived of liberty in the framework of social protests, 
51st Police Station, Center for the Deprivation of Liberty in the 
framework of social protests, 51st Police Station, National Center 
for the Deprivation of Liberty in the framework of social protests. 
Police Station, Deprivation of Liberty Center, Ministry of Women 
and Gender Equity, Indigenous Affairs Unit of the Ministry of 
Social Development, Elderly People (SENAM) of the Ministry of 
Social Development, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, 
Ministry of Cultures, Arts and Heritage, Ministry of Environment, 
Ministry of Labor and Social Security. 
 

Commissioner / Rapporteur The IACHR delegation was composed of the Chair of the 
Commission, Commissioner Esmeralda Arosemena de Troitiño, the 
Vice-Chair and Rapporteur for Chile, Commissioner Joel 
Hernández, Commissioners Margarette May Macaulay, Flávia 
Piovesan, Julissa Mantilla, and Commissioner Stuardo Ralón; In 
addition, Executive Secretary Paulo Abrão, Deputy Executive 
Secretary María Claudia Pulido, Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression Edison Lanza, Special Rapporteur for Economic, Social, 
Cultural, and Environmental Rights Soledad García-Muñoz and a 
technical team from the IACHR Executive Secretariat. 

Observation The IACHR conducted an on-site observation of the human rights 
situation in the country. 
 
Read the Preliminary Observations of the visit: 

Press Release 018/2020. 

 

1.2 In loco visit to Venezuela 
 
17. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) conducted, from 

February 5-8, 2020, a historic on-site visit to monitor the human rights situation in Venezuela. 
The visit, which was initially scheduled to take place between February 4 and 7 in the cities of 
Caracas and Maracaibo, took place in the city of Cúcuta, Colombia, on the border with Venezuela, 
after the Venezuelan authorities refused to allow the IACHR to enter the country. 

18. The IACHR mission was chaired by the Country Rapporteur for Venezuela, 
Commissioner Esmeralda Arosemena de Troitiño, and the Rapporteur on the Rights of Migrants, 
Commissioner Julissa Mantilla Falcón. The delegation also included the participation of Edison 
Lanza, Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression; Soledad García Muñoz, Special Rapporteur 
on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights (ESCR); s the Executive Secretary at the 
time, Paulo Abrão, and a team of specialists from the IACHR Executive Secretariat. 

19. In Bogotá, the IACHR held meetings with Venezuelan and Colombian civil society 
organizations, exiled journalists, and groups of people who have been forced to migrate from 
Venezuela due to the humanitarian and human rights crisis. Subsequently, the Commission 
traveled to the border city of Cúcuta. During the days of activities in and around that city, the 
IACHR visited the Simón Bolívar International Bridge, the Erasmo Meoz University Hospital, the 
Scalabrinian Mission, and a soup kitchen that offers more than 4,000 meals a day to migrants. 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/018.asp
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20. From the city of Cúcuta, the IACHR held numerous meetings with deputies and 
journalists in exile, groups of victims living in Colombia, and others who were displaced from 
Venezuela, particularly from the states of Táchira and Zulia. The Commission also held working 
meetings with international organizations such as the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR), 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO), and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). In addition, the IACHR held 
virtual meetings with civil society organizations and victims' groups that connected from 
different cities inside and outside Venezuela. 

21. Likewise, from the city of Cúcuta, a team from the Commission collected 
documentary information, audiovisual material, and nearly 70 testimonies from people who 
denounced human rights violations that occurred in Venezuela, in addition to 130 virtual 
testimonies received from its headquarters.  

22. The IACHR released the preliminary observations on the visit, which are 
contained in Press Release 106/2020. In addition, as a result of the visit, the IACHR will prepare 
a country report in the coming months. A fact sheet on the visit is included below. 

State Venezuela / Colombia  

Dates / Locations February 4 to 7, 2020 / Bogotá and Cúcuta 

Topic(s) / reports Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression; Special 
Rapporteurship for Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental 
Rights; Rapporteurship on the Rights of Migrants; Special Follow-up 
Mechanism for Venezuela - MESEVE.  
 

Institutions visited The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR); the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM); the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO); the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC). In addition, the IACHR held virtual and face-to-face 
meetings with civil society organizations and victims' groups. 
 

Commissioner / Rapporteur Country Rapporteur for Venezuela, Commissioner Esmeralda 
Arosemena de Troitiño; Rapporteur on the Rights of Migrants, 
Commissioner Julissa Mantilla Falcón; Edison Lanza, Special 
Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression; Soledad García Muñoz, 
Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural, and 
Environmental Rights (ESCR); Executive Secretary at the time, Paulo 
Abrão, and a team of specialists from the IACHR Executive 
Secretariat. 

Observation The IACHR conducted an on-site observation of the human rights 
situation in the country. 
Read the Preliminary Observations of the visit: 

Press Release 106/2020. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/106.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/106.asp
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2. Working visits  
 
2.1.  Visit to Peru  
 
23. During this period, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights conducted 

two working visits, one to Peru and one virtual visit to Mexico.  

24. The working visit to Peru took place from November 29 to December 2, 2020, 
with the objective of observing on the ground the human rights situation in the context of social 
protests related to the recent political and institutional crisis. The IACHR delegation was headed 
by its Chair, Joel Hernández, and included Commissioner Stuardo Ralón, Rapporteur for Peru, the 
Interim Executive Secretary, María Claudia Pulido, the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression, Pedro Vaca, and members of the technical team of the Executive Secretariat. Within 
this framework, the Inter-American Commission met with the President of the Republic, 
Francisco Sagasti, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Elizabeth Astete, and the Minister of Justice, 
Eduardo Vega. It also met with the Minister of the Interior, the Director General of the Police, the 
Congress of the Republic, the Constitutional Court, the Attorney General's Office and the 
Ombudsperson's Office. Likewise, it held meetings and gathered testimonies of victims of human 
rights violations in the context of the protests, as well as with family members, representatives of 
civil society organizations, defenders, youth, students, volunteer brigadistas, journalists, and 
police officers. 

25. The IACHR released its observations on the visit in Press Release 290/2020. A 
fact sheet on the visit is included below. 

 

State Peru 

Dates / Locations from November 29 to December 2, 2020 / Lima 

Topic(s) / reports Democratic institutionality, social protest, excessive use of 
force, access to justice, and other cross-cutting issues.  
 

Institutions visited Presidency of the Republic, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry 
of Justice, Ministry of the Interior, Congress of the Republic, 
Constitutional Court, Attorney General's Office, and the 
Ombudsperson's Office.  

 
Commissioner / Rapporteur Chairman, Joel Hernández; Commissioner Stuardo Ralón, 

Rapporteur for Peru; Acting Executive Secretary, María Claudia 
Pulido; Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, Pedro 
Vaca; and members of the technical team of the Executive 
Secretariat. 

Observation The IACHR conducted an on-site observation of the human 
rights situation in the country. 
Read the Preliminary Observations of the visit: 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/290.asp
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Press Release 290/2020. 

 

2.2.  Virtual visit to Mexico 
 
26. The IACHR conducted the first part of its virtual working visit to Mexico from 

December 16-18, 2020, with the objective of observing the human rights situation of persons in 
human mobility, from a sub-regional approach. The delegation was headed by Commissioner 
Julissa Mantilla, Rapporteur on the Rights of Migrant Persons and was comprised of 
Commissioner Esmeralda Arosemena de Troitiño, Country Rapporteur for Mexico and on the 
Rights of Children and Adolescents; Soledad García Muñoz, Special Rapporteur for Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights; María Claudia Pulido, Acting Executive Secretary, and specialists from 
the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR. Within this framework, the Inter-American Commission 
met with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (SRE), the Ministry of Labor and Social Security (STPS), 
the National Migration Institute (INM), the Mexican Commission for Refugee Assistance 
(COMAR), the Unit for Migration Policy, Registration and Identity of Persons (UPMRIP), the 
National Human Rights Commission (CNDH), and representatives of the Judiciary and the 
Legislative Branch. Meetings were also held with international organizations and representatives 
of civil society organizations.  

27. The second phase of the virtual visit was scheduled to take place on January 11 
and 12. At the end of that second phase, the Commission planned to publish its preliminary 
observations on the visit. The State has also expressed its willingness to conduct an on-site visit, 
when sanitary conditions permit. A fact sheet on the visit is included below. 

State Mexico 

Dates / Locations From December 16 to 18, 2020. The second part of the visit was 

scheduled to take place on January 11 and 12, 2021. 

Topic(s) / reports Migrants, persons in a situation of human mobility (migrants, 

returnees or deportees, asylum seekers, refugees, stateless persons, 

internally displaced persons, victims of human trafficking). 

Institutions visited Ministry of Foreign Affairs (SRE), the Ministry of Labor and Social 

Security (STPS), the National Institute of Migration (INM), the Mexican 

Commission for Refugee Assistance (COMAR), the Unit for Migration 

Policy, Registration and Identity of Persons (UPMRIP), the National 

Human Rights Commission (CNDH), and representatives of the 

Judiciary and the Legislative Branch. 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/290.asp
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Commissioner / Rapporteur Commissioner Julissa Mantilla, Rapporteur on the Rights of Migrants 

and  Commissioner Esmeralda Arosemena de Troitiño, Country 

Rapporteur for Mexico and on the Rights of Children and Adolescents; 

Soledad García Muñoz, Special Rapporteur for Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights; María Claudia Pulido, Acting Executive Secretary; and 

specialists from the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR. 

Observation The second phase of the virtual visit was scheduled to take place on 

January 11 and 12. Upon completion, the preliminary observations of 

the Inter-American Commission will be published. In addition, the 

State expressed its willingness to conduct an on-site visit, when 

sanitary conditions permit. 

 

3. Press Releases  
 
28. As part of its mandate to monitor the human rights situation in the Hemisphere, 

during 2020, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights issued 143 press releases on 
situations that raised its concern and, likewise, issued statements recognizing the good practices 
of some States. Through this mechanism, the Commission addressed the human rights situation 
in 17 countries in the region (Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United 
States, and Venezuela).  

29. Through press releases and social networks, the Commission has addressed all 
the issues defined as priorities by the IACHR in its Strategic Plan.  

30. The IACHR also devoted special attention to the various challenges in the area of 
human rights protection in the context of the pandemic, with specific follow-up through its 
SACROI COVID-19 (Room for Coordination and Timely and Integrated Response to the COVID-19 
Pandemic). Through 40 press releases, the IACHR addressed issues such as access to and free flow 
of information during the pandemic, the prospects for comprehensive protection of human rights 
and public health in this context, the compatibility of emergency measures with human rights 
obligations, and the need for additional measures to protect and guarantee the rights of 
vulnerable persons, such as indigenous peoples, the elderly, persons with disabilities, LGBTI 
persons, migrants, refugees and displaced persons, persons deprived of their liberty, and sex 
workers. Also within this framework, the IACHR published press releases to disseminate its 
Resolutions 01/20 (Pandemic and human rights) and 04/20 (Human rights of persons with 
COVID-19), and practical guides on the subject, including the new practical guide on standards to 
ensure respect for mourning, funeral rites, and tributes to persons who died during the 
pandemic.14  

 
14 In this regard, see IACHR, SACROI COVID-19 Practical Guidelines, 01, What are the standards to ensure respect for 

mourning, funeral rites, and tributes t opersons who died during the COVID-19 pandemic? 2020. 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/decisiones/pdf/Resolucion-1-20-es.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/decisiones/pdf/Resolucion-4-20-es.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/decisiones/pdf/Resolucion-4-20-es.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/254A.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/254A.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/254A.pdf
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31. The other issues addressed by the Commission through press releases and social 
networks are related to the situation of people in vulnerable situations such as women, migrants, 
children, LGBTI people, and, especially, indigenous peoples. 

32. With regard to the rights of indigenous peoples, the Commission followed up 
on the situation through 11 press releases, in which it expressed its concern about the special 
vulnerability of indigenous peoples in the face of the pandemic and the need for States to adopt 
specific measures in accordance with their culture and respect for their territories and warned of 
the serious risks to which they were exposed in the context of the pandemic. It also expressed its 
strong condemnation of the rape of indigenous girls and adolescents in Colombia; warned about 
the health crisis in the urban indigenous community of Cantagallo in Peru; and voiced its concern 
about the state of health of Mapuche prisoners on hunger strike in Chile. It also expressed its 
concern regarding threats, harassment, and violence against indigenous leaders in Costa Rica and 
condemned the execution of Lezmond Mitchell, the only indigenous person on the Federal Death 
Row in the United States. In the context of the special follow-up mechanism on Nicaragua 
(MESENI), it urged the State of Nicaragua to cease violations of the rights of indigenous people 
and communities. Finally, it welcomed the approval of measures to promote the participation of 
indigenous peoples in the constituent assembly process in Chile.  

33. With regard to women's rights, the IACHR monitored the situation through 11 
press releases, 4 of which focused on the protection of rights during the pandemic, such as the 
Commission's calls to the States to incorporate a gender perspective in the response to the COVID-
19 pandemic and to adopt measures to combat sexual and domestic violence in this context, as 
well as to guarantee sexual and reproductive health services; while the others highlighted the 
Commission's concern with the cases of gender-based discrimination and violence against 
women in the countries of the region. 

34. The Commission also monitored the situation of migrants in the region through 
13 press releases. In 6 of them, the IACHR addressed facts related to challenges with protecting 
the rights of migrants, displaced persons, and refugees in the context of the pandemic and 
stressed, together with experts from the United Nations, that migrants should be included in 
COVID-19 recovery plans. In this context, the Commission made a specific call for States to 
guarantee the human rights of Venezuelans returning to Venezuela. The IACHR also called on the 
States to guarantee the rights of migrants and to comply with their international obligations in 
this area. For example, it drew attention to the situation of the members of the caravans of 
migrants and refugees from Central American countries and urged the States of El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, and Mexico to guarantee the rights of migrants and asylum seekers at all 
stages of displacement. In addition, the Commission expressed its concern over reports of 
sterilizations and surgical interventions without consent in immigration detention centers in the 
United States and regretted the deaths of at least 19 Venezuelans, including children, adolescents, 
and women, who were forced to leave Venezuela and cross the sea to Trinidad and Tobago. In 
addition, in the framework of the International Day of Migrants, the IACHR announced the 
publication of its report on due process in procedures for recognition of refugee or stateless 
status and the granting of complementary protection.15  

35. With regard to the situation of freedom of expression, the Commission issued 
10 communiqués, 3 of which refer to additional challenges generated by the pandemic, 
specifically on access to information, universal Internet access policies, and the right to education 
of children and adolescents during the  pandemic. In addition, the IACHR expressed serious 
concern over reports of spying on journalists in Colombia; the escalation of criminalization and 

 
15 In this regard, see IACHR, Due Process in Procedures for the Determination of Refugee and Statelessness Status and 

the Granting of Complementary Protection, 2020.  

https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/DebidoProceso-ES.pdf
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/DebidoProceso-ES.pdf
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/DebidoProceso-ES.pdf
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harassment of activists, artists, and independent journalists in Cuba; as well as serious cases of 
violation of the right to information in Nicaragua and decisions of the Supreme Court of Justice of 
Venezuela that undermined democratic institutions to the detriment of the fundamental 
freedoms of expression, assembly and association.  

36. The Commission also continued to monitor the situation of children. In 2020, it 
published 11 press releases on the subject, in which it called on the States to renew their 
commitment to children. In particular, 6 press releases were devoted to promoting the 
strengthening of protection of the rights of children and adolescents in the context of the 
pandemic, as well as the fight against sexual and domestic violence. The IACHR also strongly 
condemned the rape of indigenous girls and adolescents in Colombia and voiced concern for the 
rights of Venezuelan youth, calling for the adoption of comprehensive protection measures for 
this segment of the population. 

37. Another topic of particular interest to the Commission is the plight of human 
rights defenders. Of the 11 press releases published on the subject, 8 refer to the criminalization, 
harassment, unlawful deprivation of liberty, and assassinations of social leaders in the countries 
of the region. The IACHR also called on States to protect and guarantee the work of human rights 
defenders in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic and to implement democratic and participatory 
citizen security policies focusing on protection of the individual. The IACHR also invited States, 
civil society, experts, and academia to respond to a questionnaire on guidelines and 
recommendations for the development of plans to mitigate and/or eliminate risks to human 
rights defenders.  

38. With respect to the rights of persons deprived of liberty, the IACHR published 
14 communiqués, addressing issues, challenges, and concerns in the region. The IACHR 
highlighted the special risks faced by persons deprived of liberty in the face of the COVID-19 
pandemic and called on the States to guarantee the health and integrity of these persons. On the 
occasion of the International Day against the Death Penalty in the Americas, it also reiterated its 
call for the abolition of the death penalty, condemned the resumption of its application at the 
federal level in the United States, after more than 17 years in which no executions had been 
carried out, as well as its application to Lezmond Mitchell, the only indigenous person on Federal 
Death Row in the United States. Additionally, the Commission expressed its rejection of the acts 
of violence in Peruvian prisons and the death of 47 people in the Los Llanos "Cepello" Penitentiary 
Center in Venezuela on May 1, urging the State to conduct an exhaustive investigation of the 
events. The IACHR also announced the publication of a new report on persons deprived of liberty 
in Nicaragua in the context of the human rights crisis that began on April 18, 2018.16   

39. The Commission monitored the situation of the rights of Afro-descendants 
and against racial discrimination through 8 press releases in which it called on the States to 
eliminate racism, racial discrimination, and intolerance. The Commission welcomed the progress 
of the bill declaring the National Day of Afro-Peruvian Women and recalled the importance of the 
anti-racism bill in Peru. On the other hand, the Commission strongly condemned the murder of 
George Floyd, repudiated structural racism, systemic violence against people of African descent, 
impunity, and the disproportionate use of police force, demanding urgent measures to guarantee 
equality and non-discrimination in the United States. In addition, the IACHR called for ensuring 
the participation of the Afro-descendent tribal people in Chile's constituent process.  

 
16 In this regard, see IACHR, Persons Deprived of Liberty in Nicaragua in the Context of the Human Rights Crisis Initiated 

onApril 18, 2018, 2020.  

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/Nicaragua-PPL-es.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/Nicaragua-PPL-es.pdf
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40. Regarding the rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, and Intersex Persons, 
the IACHR followed up on the situation through 6 press releases. On the one hand, the 
Commission welcomed the progress made in the region regarding the rights of LGTBI persons 
and announced the publication of the report on trans and gender-diverse persons and their 
economic, social, cultural, and environmental rights.17 Additionally, in the framework of the 
International Day against Homophobia, Biphobia, and Transphobia, the IACHR and various 
international experts called attention to the suffering and resilience of LGBT persons during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Commission has also called on States to guarantee the right to health, 
including mental health, of bisexual and intersex persons.  

41. Regarding the rights of Older Persons, the IACHR published 3 press releases. 
It urged States to guarantee older persons' rights in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, due to 
this group’s disproportionate vulnerability to infection and mortality. Likewise, on the occasion 
of the International Day of Older Persons. the IACHR called on States to eliminate violence and 
discrimination against older women, and warned of the persistence of severe challenges in the 
region’s justice systems when it comes to addressing cases involving violence against older 
women and where the lack of an effective state response leads to impunity and perpetuates such 
violence and abuse. 

42. In addition, the IACHR and its REDESCA have monitored the situation of 
Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights and have published their findings 
through 11 press releases. It is worth mentioning that the IACHR and its REDESCA expressed in 
8 press releases their deep concern about the situation of economic, social, cultural, and 
environmental rights in the context of the pandemic, with special emphasis on the right to health, 
including mental health, and the need to guarantee universal access to it. A joint statement was 
issued with the OECD, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and the ILO 
regarding Responsible Business in the context of the health crisis,18 as along with a joint 
communiqué with the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Environment and Human Rights 
regarding guaranteeing the right to a healthy environment in the region. Likewise, the 
Commission and its REDESCA urged States to effectively protect people living in poverty and 
extreme poverty in the region confronted by the pandemic. In addition, the IACHR and its 
REDESCA announced the publication of a Compendium on Labor and Trade Union Rights.19  

43. During 2020, the IACHR continued to monitor political and human rights 
crises in the region. In this regard, the Commission monitored situations involving acts of 
repression by State agents, the excessive use of police force against demonstrators, cases of police 
lethality, and situations in which democratic institutions and human rights were debilitated.  

44. Through 3 press releases, the Commission announced the formation and 
installation of the Interdisciplinary Group of Independent Experts (GIEI) to assist in the 
investigations into acts of violence and human rights violations in Bolivia.  

45. In relation to its monitoring of developments in Cuba, the IACHR issued 4 press 
releases, in which it expressed its concern at the escalation of criminalization and harassment of 
activists, artists, and independent journalists in Cuba; rejected the operation against the San 

 
17 In this regard, see IACHR, Report on Trans and Gender Diverse Persons and their Economic, Social, Cultural and 

Environmental Rights, 2020. 
18

 In this regard, see: the joint statement with the OECD,the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the 

ILO on Responsible Business in the context of the health crisis, 2020.  
19 In this regard, see IACHR, Compendium on Labor and Trade Union Rights, 2020.  

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/PersonasTransDESCA-es.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/PersonasTransDESCA-es.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/PersonasTransDESCA-es.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/investment/mne/COVID-19-Latin-America-Caribbean-Statement-on-responsible-and-sustainable-businesses.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/investment/mne/COVID-19-Latin-America-Caribbean-Statement-on-responsible-and-sustainable-businesses.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/investment/mne/COVID-19-Latin-America-Caribbean-Statement-on-responsible-and-sustainable-businesses.pdf
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/DerechosLaboralesSindicales-es.pdf
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Isidro movement; called on the State to adopt comprehensive protection measures against gender 
violence; and announced the publication of its country report on the human rights situation. 

46. In relation to the situation in Nicaragua, the Commission issued 10 press 
releases referring to the weakening of the rule of law in the face of serious human rights 
violations, condemning the persistence of repression, denouncing attacks on the press and the 
persistence of rights violations, and expressing concern about the human rights situation in the 
context of the response to the pandemic. In those communiqués, the IACHR called on the State to 
ensure conditions conducive to the enjoyment of human rights, and to guarantee memory, truth, 
and justice in accordance with its international obligations, and it reiterated its ongoing 
commitment to assist victims of violations. 

47. With regard to the situation in Venezuela, the IACHR published 10 
communiqués on issues of particular concern, including: the weakening of the rule of law, 
harassment and stigmatization of human rights defenders, and the effects of the pandemic on  
guarantees for the human rights of Venezuelans. They include a joint communiqué addressed to 
Venezuela and Trinidad and Tobago regarding the death of 19 Venezuelans, including children 
and adolescents, who were forced to leave the country and who died after the shipwreck of a boat 
taking them to Trinidad and Tobago. In addition, the Commission regretted that it had been 
denied entry into Venezuela for the on-site visit that was due to take place from February 4 to 8, 
following acceptance of the invitation made by Venezuela’s Permanent Representative to the OAS 
(appointed by the National Assembly of Venezuela).  

48. The following is a list of all press releases issued by the Commission during 
2020. This list includes the 142 press releases related to the monitoring mandate, which are also 
included in Chapter I, which lists all press releases issued by the IACHR in 2020. 

2020 Press Releases 
 

Regional: SACROI COVID-19                                                                                          Total: 40 
 
Title 
 

Date Number 

COVID-19: Governments should promote and protect access to and 
free flow of information during pandemic - International experts. 
 

19/03/2020 58 

The IACHR and its REDESCA urge to ensure comprehensive human 
rights and public health protection perspectives in the face of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

20/03/2020 60 

IACHR installs its COVID-19 Pandemic Crisis Coordination and Timely 
and Integrated Response Room. 

27/03/2020 63 

The IACHR urges States to guarantee the health and integrity of 
persons deprived of liberty and their families in the face of the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 

31/03/2020 66 

In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, the IACHR calls on States to 
guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities. 
 

08/04/2020 71 

IACHR adopts Resolution on Pandemic and Human Rights in the 
Americas. 

10/04/2020 73 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/showarticle.asp?lID=2&artID=1170
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/showarticle.asp?lID=2&artID=1170
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/060.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/060.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/060.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/063.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/063.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/066.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/066.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/066.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/071.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/071.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/073.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/073.asp
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The IACHR calls on States to incorporate a gender perspective in the 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic and to combat sexual and 
domestic violence in this context. 
 

11/04/2020 74 

The IACHR calls on the OAS States to ensure that the emergency 
measures adopted to address the COVID-19 pandemic are consistent 
with their international obligations. 
 

17/04/2020 76 

The IACHR urges States to protect the human rights of migrants, 
refugees and displaced persons in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

17/04/2020 77 

IACHR and its RELE express concern about restrictions on freedom of 
expression and access to information in the response of States to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

18/04/2020 78 

IACHR launches multimedia site with standards, recommendations 
and human rights monitoring on the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

18/04/2020 79 

The IACHR calls on States to guarantee the rights of LGBTI persons in 
the response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

20/04/2020 81 

The IACHR urges States to guarantee the rights of the elderly in the 
face of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

23/04/2020 88 

IACHR warns about the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
children and adolescents. 
 

27/04/2020 90 

The IACHR and its REDESCA call on the States of the region to 
guarantee the rights of Afro-descendants and prevent racial 
discrimination in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

28/04/2020 92 

Respect for the bereavement of the families of those who died in the 
COVID19 Pandemic. 
 

01/05/2020 97 

The IACHR calls on States to protect and guarantee the work of human 
rights defenders in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

05/05/2020 101 

The IACHR warns about the special vulnerability of indigenous 
peoples in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic and calls on States to 
take specific measures in accordance with their culture and respect 
for their territories. 
 

06/05/2020 103 

In the framework of the International Day against 
Homophobia,BiphobiaandTransphobia, the IACHR and various 
international experts call attention to the suffering and resilience of 
LGBT people during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

14/05/2020 110 

IACHR calls on States to guarantee the rights of Venezuelan returnees 
to Venezuela in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

16/05/2020 112 

IACHR and its REDESCA urge States to effectively protect people living 
in poverty and extreme poverty in the Americas in the face of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

02/06/2020 124 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/074.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/074.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/074.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/076.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/076.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/076.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/077.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/077.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/showarticle.asp?lID=2&artID=1173
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/showarticle.asp?lID=2&artID=1173
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/showarticle.asp?lID=2&artID=1173
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/079.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/079.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/081.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/081.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/088.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/088.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/090.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/090.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/092.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/092.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/092.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/097.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/097.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/101.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/101.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/103.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/103.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/103.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/103.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/103.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/110.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/110.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/110.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/110.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/112.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/112.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/124.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/124.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/124.asp
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Amazonian indigenous people are "at serious risk" from COVID-19, 
warn UN Human Rights and IACHR. 

04/06/2020 126 

IACHR calls to guarantee the validity of democracy and the rule of law 
in the context of the COVID 19 pandemic. 
 

09/06/2020 130 

On the occasion of World Refugee Day, the IACHR observes serious 
challenges in the comprehensive protection of the rights of refugees, 
and urges States to adopt effective and urgent measures in the context 
of the COVID pandemic. 

20/06/2020 142 

In anticipation of the International Day of Afro-Latin American, Afro-
Caribbean and Diaspora Women, the IACHR calls on States to adopt 
special measures to eradicate the multiple discrimination faced by 
Afro-descendant women in the Americas. 
 

24/07/2020 177 

IACHR adopts Resolution 4/20 establishing Inter-American 
Guidelines on the "Human Rights of Persons with COVID-19". 
 

27/07/2020 180 

On the occasion of the World Day against Trafficking in Persons, and 
in the context of COVID-19, the IACHR urges States to identify and 
protect victims of trafficking, especially girls and women. 
 

29/07/2020 183 

The Americas: Governments must strengthen, not weaken, 
environmental protection during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

13/08/2020 198 

The IACHR urges the States of the Panamazoniaand Gran 
Chacoregionto adopt urgent measures to address the critical situation 
of indigenous peoples due to the pandemic. 
 

17/08/2020 200 

States in the region should accelerate universal Internet access 
policies during the COVID-19 pandemic and adopt differentiated 
measures to incorporate vulnerable groups. 
 

31/08/2020 206 

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the IACHR is concerned about the 
special situation of risk faced by persons deprived of liberty in the 
region. 

09/09/2020 212 

The IACHR urges States to guarantee sexual and reproductive health 
services for women and girls in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

14/09/2020 217 

The IACHR calls for combating corruption and guaranteeing human 
rights through transparency and accountability in public 
management in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

16/09/2020 223 

The States of the region must adopt urgent measures towards the 
effective protection of mental health in the context of the pandemic 
and the guarantee of its universal access. 

02/10/2020 243 

On the International Day of the Girl Child, the IACHR urges States to 
strengthen the protection of girls and adolescents during the 
pandemic. 
 

11/10/2020 250 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/126.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/126.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/130.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/130.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/142.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/142.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/142.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/142.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/177.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/177.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/177.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/177.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/180.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/180.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/183.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/183.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/183.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/198.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/198.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/200.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/200.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/200.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/showarticle.asp?lID=2&artID=1182
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/showarticle.asp?lID=2&artID=1182
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/expresion/showarticle.asp?lID=2&artID=1182
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/212.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/212.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/212.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/217.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/217.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/217.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/223.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/223.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/223.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/243.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/243.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/243.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/250.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/250.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/250.asp


 

    
   

 

262 

 

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

The IACHR publishes the Practical Guide on standards to ensure 
respect for mourning, funeral rites and tributes to persons who died 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

15/10/2020 254 

The IACHR calls on States to guarantee the human rights of women 
engaged in sex work in the context of the pandemic. 
 

12/11/2020 272 

IACHR publishes Practical Guide on access to the right to education 
for children and adolescents during the pandemic.  
 

16/12/2020 301 

Migrants should be included in all COVID-19 recovery plans - regional 
and UN experts. 
 

17/12/2020 303 

IACHR reiterates its call to the States to guarantee the human rights 
of Venezuelan returnees to Venezuela in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 

22/12/2020 309 

 
Regional: Miscellaneous                                                                                               Total: 25 
                                                                      
Title 
 

Date Number 

IACHR publishes thematic report on the situation of violence and 
discrimination against women, girls and adolescents in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 
 

22/01/2020 12 

IACHR celebrates the Third Meeting of Best Practices for National 
Human Rights Institutions. 
 

27/01/2020 16 

On International Women's Day, the IACHR calls on States to adopt 
comprehensive protection measures against gender-based violence 
with anintersectionalapproach. 
 

06/03/2020 51 

On the Day of Children and Adolescents of the Americas, the IACHR 
reiterates its call to the States to reduce the inequalities that affect 
children and adolescents in the region. 
 

10/06/2020 133 

On the "World Day for Elder Abuse Awareness", the IACHR announces 
the launch of the new web section of the Rapporteurship on the Rights 
of Older Persons. 
 

15/06/2020 137 

On the International Day in Support of Victims of Torture, the IACHR 
calls on States to guarantee the work of mechanisms to prevent and 
combat torture. 
 

26/06/2020 148 

In the framework of the 50th Anniversary of the Pride celebrations, 
the IACHR celebrates the progress made in the region in terms of 
LGBTI rights. 
 

30/06/2020 155 

The IACHR updates the objectives of the Specialized Academic 
Network and moves forward with the Impact Observatory. 

22/07/2020 172 
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Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

The IACHR invites you to answer the questionnaire on guidelines and 
recommendations for the development of plans to mitigate and/or 
eliminate risks to human rights defenders. 
 

30/07/2020 184 

On the occasion of the International Day of the Victims of Enforced 
Disappearances, the IACHR urges States to strengthen their efforts to 
search for missing victims. 
 

01/09/2020 208 

IACHR calls on the States of the region to eliminate all forms of racial 
discrimination, promote cultural change and adopt comprehensive 
reparation measures for Afro-descendants. 
 

12/09/2020 216 

New publication "IACHR: 60 years of promotion and protection of 
human rights in images" (1959-2019). 
 

16/09/2020 222 

On International Bisexual Awareness Day, the IACHR calls on States 
to guarantee the right to mental health of bisexual people. 
 

23/09/2020 226 

The IACHR calls on the States of the region to implement democratic 
and participatory citizen security policies focused on the protection 
of the individual. 
 

25/09/2020 231 

On the occasion of the 66th anniversary of the adoption of the 
Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons, the IACHR 
urges States to redouble their efforts to reduce the phenomenon and 
protect stateless persons in the region. 
 

30/09/2020 238 

On the World Day of Older Persons, the IACHR calls for guaranteeing 
the rights of older persons and eliminating violence and 
discrimination against older women. 
 

01/10/2020 240 

On the International Day against the Death Penalty in the Americas, 
the IACHR reiterates its call for its abolition. 
 

09/10/2020 248 

On InternationalIntersex, the IACHR calls on States to guarantee the 
right to health ofintersexpersons. 
 

26/10/2020 259 

The IACHR and its REDESCA express solidarity with the people 
affected by Tropical Depression Eta in countries of the region, and call 
on the States and the international community to address the 
situation of those affected. 
 

17/11/2020 276 

IACHR and REDESCA publish thematic report "Trans and Gender 
Diverse People and their Economic, Social, Cultural and 
Environmental Rights". 
 

24/11/2020 282 

On the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women, the IACHR calls on justice operators to strictly observe Inter-
American standards on sexual and gender-based violence. 
 

25/11/2020 284 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/184.asp
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Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

The IACHR calls on States to adopt special measures to guarantee the 
full legal capacity of persons with disabilities with a human rights 
approach. 
 

03/12/2020 289 

The IACHR and its Special Rapporteurships commemorate 
International Human Rights Day, recalling the States' duty to protect. 
 

10/12/2020 295 

The IACHR presents the report "Due process in the procedures for the 
determination of refugee and stateless person status, and the granting 
of complementary protection". 
 

18/12/2020 307 

IACHR and REDESCA publish Compendium on labor and trade union 
rights.  

30/12/2020 314 

 
 

2020 Press Releases 
 

By Country: Bolivia                                                                                                                       Total: 3                                                                                        
Title 
 

Date Number 

IACHR announces the integration of the Interdisciplinary Group of 
Independent Experts for Bolivia. 

23/01/2020 13 

IACHR announces strengthening and tentative date for the 
installation of the Interdisciplinary Group of Independent Experts 
(GIEI) to assist in the investigations of the acts of violence and human 
rights violations in Bolivia. 
 

28/04/2020 91 

The IACHR announces the installation of the Interdisciplinary Group 
of Independent Experts for Bolivia on November 23. 
 

20/11/2020 278 

By Country: Brazil                                                                                                                         Total: 2 
Title 
 

Date Number 

IACHR condemns violent police actions in Brazil and urges the 
adoption of measures to combat social and racial discrimination. 
 

02/08/2020 187 

The IACHR expresses its concern about the situation of persons 
deprived of liberty in Brazil in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

08/08/2020 195 

By Country: Chile                                                                                                                           Total: 5                                                                                        
Title 
 

Date Number 

IACHR concludes on-site visit to Chile and presents its preliminary 
observations and recommendations. 
 

31/01/2020 18 

IACHR expresses its concern over repeated attacks on memory sites 
in Chile. 
 

06/02/2020 25 

IACHR expresses concern about a legislative initiative in Chile that 
would authorize house arrest for certain persons convicted of serious 
human rights violations committed during the civil-military 
dictatorship. 

22/04/2020 87 
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Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

 
The IACHR expresses its concern for the state of health of Mapuche 
prisoners on hunger strike in Chile, calls for the intensification of 
timely dialogue to address their demands, and condemns all forms of 
violence in Araucanía. 
 

12/08/2020 197 

Constituent process in Chile: IACHR and OHCHR welcome approval of 
measures that promote the participation of indigenous peoples and 
persons with disabilities, and call for ensuring the participation of 
Afro-descendant tribal people.  
 

30/12/2020 313 

By Country: Colombia                                                                                                                  Total: 9                                                                                        
Title 
 

Date Number 

IACHR and its Office of the Special Rapporteur express grave concern 
over reports of spying on journalists, human rights defenders, judges 
and political leaders in Colombia. 
 

16/01/2020 10 

The IACHR expresses its condemnation of the murder of social leaders 
and reiterates its concern about the human rights situation in 
Colombia. 
 

26/03/2020 62 

The IACHR and its Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression urge the State of Colombia to establish a diligent, timely 
and independent investigation into the allegations of illegal spying on 
journalists, justice operators and individuals. 
 

21/5/2020 118 

IACHR condemns the kidnapping and gang rape of a 12-year-old 
indigenous girl and the lack of adequate investigation in Colombia. 

29/06/2020 153 

The IACHR expresses its strong condemnation of the rape of 
indigenous girls and adolescents and calls on Colombia to investigate 
the facts with due diligence. 

17/07/2020 166 

IACHR expresses its concern over the murders of human rights 
defenders and social leaders during the first half of the year in 
Colombia. 
 

23/07/2020 174 

The IACHR calls on Colombia to redouble its efforts to fully implement 
the Final Peace Agreement. 
 

31/07/2020 185 

The IACHR condemns the excessive use of police force and expresses 
concern about acts of violence in the context of public demonstrations 
in Colombia. 
 

16/09/2020 219 

The IACHR expresses its concern over the increase in violence in 
Colombia in territories with the presence of illegal armed groups. 
 

13/10/2020 251 

By Country: Costa Rica                                                                                                                Total: 2 
Title 
 

Date Number 

IACHR conducts working visit to Costa Rica and presents its report on 
Forced Migration of Nicaraguan persons. 

14/1/2020 9 
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Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

 
One year after the murder of Sergio Rojas, the IACHR expresses 
concern about the situation of threats, harassment and violence 
against indigenous leaders and human rights defenders in Costa Rica. 
 

18/3/2020 57 

By Country: Cuba                                                                                                                           Total: 4 
Title 
 

Date Number 

IACHR publishes Country Report on the human rights situation in 
Cuba and expresses concern for opposition and human rights 
defenders. 
 

4/6/2020 127 

The IACHR calls on Cuba to adopt comprehensive protection 
measures against gender-based violence. 
 

13/11/2020 273 

The IACHR and its Office of the Special Rapporteur express grave 
concern over the escalation of criminalization and harassment of 
activists, artists and independent journalists in Cuba. 
 

23/11/2020 280 

The IACHR rejects the arbitrary operation against the San Isidro 
movement in Cuba and reiterates its international human rights 
obligations. 
 

28/11/2020 286 

By Country: Ecuador                                                                                                                    Total: 1 
Title 
 

Date Number 

IACHR presents observations from its visit to Ecuador. 
 

14/01/2020 8 

By Country: El Salvador                                                                                                              Total: 3 
Title 
 

Date Number 

IACHR calls on the State of El Salvador to ensure that the National 
Reconciliation Law initiative guarantees the rights of victims of the 
internal armed conflict. 
 

10/1/2020 2 

IACHR calls on El Salvador to guarantee the rights of persons deprived 
of liberty. 
 

29/04/2020 93 

The IACHR and its Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of 
Expression express grave concern over the refusal of the Ministry of 
National Defense to comply with a court order to conduct an 
inspection of the archives of the Armed Forces of El Salvador. 
 

08/10/2020 247 

By Country: United States of America                                                                             Total: 7 
Title Date Number 
IACHR expresses strong condemnation of the murder of George Floyd, 
repudiates structural racism, systemic violence against people of 
African descent, impunity and the disproportionate use of police 
force, and demands urgent measures to guarantee equality and non-
discrimination in the United States.  
 

08/06/2020 129 
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http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/247.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/247.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/129.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/129.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/129.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/129.asp
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The IACHR condemns the resumption of the application of the death 
penalty at the federal level in the United States, after more than 17 
years without carrying it out. 
 

26/06/2020 149 

The IACHR expresses its concern about the restriction of the rights of 
migrants and refugees in the United States in the face of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

25/7/2020 179 

The IACHR calls on the United States to implement structural reforms 
in the institutional security and justice systems to combat historical 
racial discrimination and institutional racism. 
 

08/08/2020 196 

The IACHR urges the United States to stay the execution 
ofLezmondMitchell. 

25/08/2020 203 

IACHR Condemns Execution ofLezmondMitchell, the Only 
Indigenous Person on Federal Death Row in the United States. 
 

24/09/2020 229 

The IACHR expresses its concern over reports of sterilizations and 
surgeries without consent in immigration detention centers in the 
United States. 
 

30/10/2020 262 

By Country: Guatemala                                                                                                               Total: 4 
Title Date Number 
IACHR expresses concern over impeachment proceedings brought 
against four magistrates of the Constitutional Court of Guatemala. 
 

30/6/2020 156 

The IACHR urges an end to threats to the independence of magistrates 
of the Constitutional Court in Guatemala. 
 

14/8/2020 199 

The IACHR condemns murders and attacks against human rights 
defenders in Guatemala. 
 

11/09/2020 215 

The IACHR condemns excessive use of force and urges the 
investigation of all forms of violence during social protests in 
Guatemala. 
 

23/11/2020 281 

By Country: Haiti                                                                                                                           Total: 1 
Title 
 

Date Number 

IACHR accompanies the political and institutional situation in Haiti. 
 

22/1/2020 11 

By Country: Honduras                                                                                                                 Total: 1 
Title Date Number 
OHCHR and IACHR express their concern about the situation of 
persons deprived of liberty in Honduras. 
 

16/9/2020 221 

By Country: Mexico                                                                                                                       Total: 7 
Title 
 

Date Number 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/149.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/149.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/149.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/179.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/179.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/179.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/196.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/196.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/196.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/203.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/203.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/229.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/229.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/262.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/262.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/262.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/156.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/156.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/199.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/199.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/215.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/215.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/281.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/281.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/281.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/011.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/221.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/221.asp


 

    
   

 

268 

 

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

The IACHR and the Mexican State sign an agreement to reinstate the 
Interdisciplinary Group of Independent Experts (GIEI) for the 
Ayotzinapa case. 
 

07/05/2020 104 

IACHR welcomes progress in the investigation of Ayotzinapa Case. 
 

02/07/2020 158 

The IACHR reiterates Mexico's international human rights 
commitments regarding citizen security. 
 

25/7/2020 178 

The IACHR condemns acts of violence in the eviction and detention of 
demonstrators on the premises of the Human Rights Commission of 
the State of Mexico. 
 

23/9/2020 228 

Six years after the events ofAyotzinapa, the IACHR recognizes 
progress in the investigation and search for the 43 missing students 
and reiterates its commitment to their families. 
 

26/9/2020 234 

The IACHR announces dates and scope of its working visit to Mexico 
on people in a situation of human mobility. 

11/12/2020 296 

The IACHR welcomes the progress made by the Mexican State in the 
implementation of the Extraordinary Forensic Identification 
Mechanism. 
 

16/12/2020 300 

By Country: Nicaragua                                                                                                                Total: 10 
Title Date Number 
IACHR urges the State of Nicaragua to cease violations of the rights of 
indigenous persons and communities. 
 

23/03/2020 61 

IACHR and its REDESCA express serious concern about the human 
rights situation in the context of the response to the COVID-19 
pandemic in Nicaragua. 
 

08/04/2020 72 

Two years into the human rights crisis in Nicaragua, the IACHR 
reiterates its ongoing commitment to the victims and notes the 
consolidation of a fifth stage of repression. 
 

18/04/2020 80 

Two years after its visit to Nicaragua, the IACHR warns and condemns 
the non-compliance with its recommendations and urgently calls on 
the State to implement them. 
 

16/05/2020 113 

IACHR and its Special Rapporteurs RELE and REDESCA express 
serious concern about violations of the right to information in 
Nicaragua and its consequences for access to health in the context of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

27/5/2020 119 

The IACHR salutes the memory of the victims of the April Mothers' 
March and their families in Nicaragua. 

01/06/2020 123 

Two years after the installation of MESENI, the IACHR recalls 
Nicaragua's pending human rights obligations. 
 

23/06/2020 146 

The IACHR urges the State of Nicaragua to guarantee the rights of 
Nicaraguan returnees in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

31/07/2020 186 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/104.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/104.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/104.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/158.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/178.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/178.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/228.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/228.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/228.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/234.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/234.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/234.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/234.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/296.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/296.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/300.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/300.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/300.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/061.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/061.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/072.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/072.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/072.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/080.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/080.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/080.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/113.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/113.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/113.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/119.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/119.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/119.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/119.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/123.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/123.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/146.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/146.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/186.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/186.asp
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The IACHR calls for the immediate cessation of acts of persecution 
against persons identified as opponents of the government and the 
reestablishment of democratic guarantees in Nicaragua. 
 

10/10/2020 249 

The IACHR publishes the report "Persons deprived of liberty in 
Nicaragua in the context of the human rights crisis that began on 
April 18, 2018". 
 

02/12/2020 287 

By Country: Peru                                                                                                                            Total: 8 
Title 
 

Date Number 

IACHR condemns acts of violence in Peruvian prisons. 
 

08/05/2020 107 

The IACHR warns about the health crisis in the Urban Indigenous 
Community ofCantagallo, Peru. 
 

27/05/2020 120 

IACHR welcomes the progress of the bill declaring the National Day of 
Afro-Peruvian Women and recalls the importance of the anti-racism 
bill in Peru. 
 

20/07/2020 169 

IACHR calls on the State of Bolivia to strengthen its efforts to establish 
a national dialogue and to prevent the escalation of violence in the 
context of recent demonstrations. 

07/08/2020 192 

The IACHR calls on the State of Peru to guarantee democratic 
institutions and the full validity of the rule of law, in light of the 
presidential vacancy declaration. 
 

11/11/2020 270 

The IACHR condemns human rights violations that occurred in the 
context of the social protests in Peru, calls for the resolution of the 
institutional crisis through democratic means, and places itself at the 
disposal of the Peruvian State to conduct a working visit. 
 

16/11/2020 275 

IACHR announces working visit to Peru in the context of social 
protests related to the recent institutional crisis. 
 

25/11/2020 285 

IACHR concludes working visit to Peru. 
 
 

07/12/2020 290 

By Country: Venezuela                                                                                                                Total: 9 
Title 
 

Date Number 

IACHR regrets that it has been denied entry to Venezuela and 
announces that it will meet with victims and organizations on the 
border with Colombia. 
 

04/02/2020 20 

IACHR arrives today at Venezuela's border with Colombia to meet 
with victims of human rights violations in Venezuela. 
 

05/02/2020 21 

The IACHR and its REDESCA express deep concern about the effects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic in Venezuela and call to guarantee the 
rights of Venezuelans in the region. 

29/03/2020 64 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/249.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/249.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/249.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/287.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/287.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/287.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/107.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/120.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/120.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/169.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/169.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/169.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/192.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/192.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/192.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/270.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/270.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/270.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/275.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/275.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/275.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/275.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/285.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/285.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/290.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/020.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/020.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/020.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/021.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/021.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/064.asp
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IACHR presents its preliminary observations and recommendations 
after the historic on-site visit to Venezuela to monitor the human 
rights situation. 

08/05/2020 106 

The IACHR reiterates its call for a thorough investigation into the 
death of 47 people at the Los Llanos "Cepello"Penitentiary Centerin 
Venezuela on May 1. 
 

18/05/2020 116 

The IACHR rejects a series of recent decisions of the Venezuelan 
Supreme Court of Justice that threaten democratic institutions and 
fundamental freedoms. 
 

27/6/2020 151 

The IACHR expresses concern about the rights of Venezuelan youth 
and calls for the adoption of comprehensive protection measures for 
this population. 
 

02/07/2020 159 

IACHR expresses its concern over the continued acts of harassment 
and stigmatization against human rights defenders in Venezuela. 

15/07/2020 165 

IACHR warns of obstacles to the holding of competitive parliamentary 
elections in Venezuela. 

11/11/2020 269 

 
 
  

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/106.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/106.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/106.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/116.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/116.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/116.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/151.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/151.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/151.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/159.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/159.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/159.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/165.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/165.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/269.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/269.asp
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2020 Press Releases 
 

By countries as a whole                                                                                                         Total: 2 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico 
Title 
 

Date Number 

IACHR urges El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico to guarantee the 
rights of migrants and refugees moving through the region. 
 

07/02/2020 27 

Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela  
 
Title 
 

Date Number 

The IACHR regrets the death of Venezuelan persons, includingchildren, and 
urges States to guarantee access to asylum procedures and international 
protection. 

15/12/2020 299 

 
Summary: 
 

2020 Press Releases 

In numbers and categories 

Regional: SACROI 

COVID-19 

Regional:  

Miscellaneous       

By country By country as a 

whole 

TOTAL 

40 25 76 2 143 

 

4. Requests for Information 
 
49. In the exercise of its monitoring functions, the IACHR also sent 120 letters 

requesting information to 34  States in the region (Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, 
Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Lucia, 
Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela). Of those letters, 97 were 
sent under Article 41 of the American Convention on Human Rights and 23 under Article 18 of 
the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man. The following table lists the countries, 
dates, and subjects of those requests for information. Of these, 7 were made by the Office of the 
Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression. Likewise, the Office of the Special Rapporteur on 
Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights made 5 requests for information. It is 
noteworthy that, of the total number of requests for information, 60 were answered by the States 
and 60 remained unanswered, which represents a 50% response rate by the States. A 
disaggregated analysis of the data shows that of the 97 letters based on Article 41, 58 were 
answered by the States:  a response rate of approximately 59.8%. On the other hand, of the 23 
letters under Article 18, only 2 have been answered:  a response rate of approximately 8.7%.  

50. As part of those requests for information, the IACHR sent letters to all 35 States 
in order to conduct a regional consultation on measures to prevent, address, and contain the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Letters were also sent to all States to gather information on the rights of 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/027.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/027.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/299.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/299.asp
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/prensa/comunicados/2020/299.asp
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LGBTI persons for the preparation of a report on education and cultural change as tools to 
advance the recognition of rights and social inclusion of LGBTI persons.  

51. In addition, among the topics defined as priorities in the Strategic Plan, a topic 
of special interest for the Commission has to do with the rights of indigenous peoples. In 
particular, there were four requests for information on issues such as the eviction of indigenous 
people from their territories, violations of their rights, and the disappearance of Garifuna people.  

52. Another issue addressed by the Commission has to do with the situation of 
human rights defenders. In this regard, the IACHR sent 7 requests for information on the murders 
of human rights defenders and social leaders in Colombia; on the criminalization of defenders of 
the human right to water and the environment in Honduras; on impunity surrounding the attacks 
and murders of human rights defenders in Guatemala; and on official actions or statements that 
affect the legitimacy of the work of environmental defenders in Mexico. 

53. Regarding the situation of freedom of expression, the IACHR requested 
information on illegal spying on journalists, dissemination of disinformation, and criminal 
complaints and deprivation of liberty of journalists. Of particular note is the request regarding 
the criminal complaint against journalist Glen Greenwald in Brazil; and the attacks against 
employees of Radio Darío, the detention of Miguel Mora and Lucía Pineda, director and press chief 
of 100% Noticias, the acts of harassment and threats against Carlos Fernando Chamorro, director 
of Confidencial, the confiscation of the media outlets Confidencial and 100% Noticias, and the 
withholding of raw material from La Prensa in Nicaragua. 

54. In addition, the Commission made 6 requests for information on the situation of 
persons deprived of liberty, 3 of them focusing on the situation of persons deprived of liberty in 
the context of the pandemic.  

55. In the area of Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights, the 
Commission requested information on various situations and issues, such as: slums and informal 
urban settlements in the context of the pandemic in Argentina; mental health policy in Mexico; 
the expulsion, persecution and refusal to reinstate university students in Nicaragua; access to 
generic drugs for people suffering from high blood pressure in Panama; and the obligations of the 
State of Uruguay with respect to the rights to life and health of Mrs. Laura Olive.  

56. Below is a list of all requests for information issued by the Commission during 
2020.  

Country(ies) Title Shipping Reply Basis 

Antigua and 
Barbuda 

Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 18 

Antigua and 
Barbuda 

Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 18 

Argentina Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Argentina Slums and informal urban settlements in the 
context of the pandemic in Argentina. 

1/9/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Argentina Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 Yes Art. 41 
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Bahamas Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic Prevent, Address, and Contain 

18/5/2020 No Art. 18 

Bahamas Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 18 

Barbados Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 41 

Barbados Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

Belize Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 18 

Belize Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 18 

Bolivia Use of fake criminal charges (figuras penales) and 
cyberpatrolling for the dissemination of 
disinformation, attacks against public health and 
sedition. Procedural situation of persons subject to 
prosecution for these reasons. 

4/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Bolivia Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Bolivia Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Brazil Request for information on criminal charges 
against journalist Glen Greenwald 

27/1/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Brazil Use of containers as cells to house people deprived 
of their liberty in the context of the COVID-
19pandemic   

30/4/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Brazil Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Brazil Situation of Indigenous Peoples in Brazil 10/6/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Brazil Measures related to the public registry and 
dissemination of data on deaths and contagion by 
the COVID-19 virus that could compromise the duty 
of transparency and the right to health. 

30/6/2020 No Art. 41 

Brazil Joint Letter to request information concerning the 
draft bill on "Freedom, Responsibility, and 
Transparency on the Internet" 

3/7/2020 No Art. 41 

Brazil Situation of the rights of people deprived of their 
liberty in Brazil, in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic 

23/7/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Brazil Reports on police operations in indigenous and 
traditional peoples' territories in the state of 
Amazonas, Brazil 

24/8/2020 Yes Art. 41 
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Brazil Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
people 

3/12/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Canada Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 18 

Canada Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 Yes Art. 18 

Chile Investigation of Attacks on Sites of Memory  13/3/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Chile Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 41 

Chile Steps taken to ensure due process and judicial 
guarantees in oral trial hearings 

24/7/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Chile Inclusion of ethnic groups in the current 
constituent process 

9/11/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Chile Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Colombia Assassinations of human rights defenders and 
social leaders 

21/1/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Colombia Recent assassinations of human rights defenders 
and social leaders 

21/4/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Colombia Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Colombia Illegal spying on journalists, justice operators, 
human rights defenders, and political leaders 

9/6/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Colombia Joint Letter from UN Rapporteurs and IACHR RELE: 
Illegal spying on journalists, justice operators, 
human rights defenders, and political leaders 

15/6/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Colombia Obstacles to access to information by the 
Commission for the Clarification of the Truth, 
Coexistence, and Non-Repetition 

26/10/2020 No Art. 41 

Colombia Follow-up on compliance with recommendations 
Report on the situation of human rights defenders 
and social leaders in Colombia 

17/11/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Colombia Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Costa Rica Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Costa Rica Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Cuba Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 18 
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Cuba Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 18 

Dominica Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 41 

Dominica Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

Ecuador Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Ecuador Situation of persons deprived of their liberty at the 
Social Rehabilitation Center 

29/6/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Ecuador Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Ecuador Failure to comply with resolutions of the Electoral 
Contentious Tribunal regarding the registration of 
presidential candidacy 

15/12/2020 Yes Art. 41 

El Salvador Maximum emergency in prisons in El Salvador 5/5/2020 No Art. 41 

El Salvador Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

El Salvador Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

United 
States of 
America 

Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 18 

United 
States of 
America 

Situation of persons deprived of liberty in the 
United States in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic (Article 18 - IACHR Statute) 

10/9/2020 Yes Art. 18 

United 
States of 
America 

Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 18 

Grenada Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 41 

Grenada Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

Guatemala Non-Governmental Organizations for Development 
Law 

13/3/2020 No Art. 41 

Guatemala Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Guatemala Reports of threats to judicial independence in 
Guatemala 

3/8/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Guatemala Setbacks  to the strengthening of human rights 
institutions 

21/8/2020 Yes Art. 41 
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Guatemala Follow-up to the public hearing on impunity 
surrounding the attacks on and murders of women 
human rights defenders in Guatemala 

26/10/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Guatemala Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

Guyana Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 18 

Guyana Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 18 

Haiti Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 41 

Haiti Information on the rights of LGBTI people 3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

Honduras Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Honduras Disappearance of Garifuna people in the Triunfo de 
la Cruz community 

5/8/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Honduras Criminalization of water and environmental human 
rights defenders in Honduras 

9/9/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Honduras Honduras - Rights of asylum seekers under the 
Asylum Cooperation Agreement 

30/9/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Honduras Appointment of NPM-CONAPREV commissioners 
in Honduras 

4/11/2020 No Art. 41 

Honduras Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

Jamaica Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Jamaica Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

Mexico Mental health policy in Mexico and protection of 
human rights   

4/2/2020 No Art. 41 

Mexico Decree on the termination of public trusts 4/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Mexico Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Mexico Compliance with international standards for the 
protection of indigenous peoples in relation to the 
indigenous consultation process on the Mayan 
Train project in Mexico and the continuation of 
construction during the COVID-19 epidemic 

19/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Mexico Actions or official pronouncements that affect the 
legitimacy of the work of environmental defenders 
in Mexico 

14/9/2020 Yes Art. 41 
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Mexico Requests for information on the budget reduction 
for Equality between Women and Men in the 
Federal Expenditure Budget (PEF) and the 
particular impact thereof on the rights of 
indigenous and Afro-descendent women. 

27/10/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Mexico Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Nicaragua Expulsion, persecution, and denial of reinstatement 
of university students 

4/3/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Nicaragua Refusal and restrictions imposed on the return of 
Nicaraguan persons. Special Follow-Up Mechanism 
for Nicaragua (MESENI) 

27/4/2020 No Art. 41 

Nicaragua Request for information regarding the lack of 
effective investigations into the attacks against the 
employees of Radio Darío, the detention of Miguel 
Mora and Lucía Pineda, director and press chief of 
100% Noticias, the acts of harassment and threats 
against Carlos Fernando Chamorro, director of 
Confidencial, the confiscation of the media outlets 
Confidencial and 100% Noticias, and the 
withholding of raw materials from La Prensa for 75 
weeks. 

12/5/2020 No Art. 41 

Nicaragua Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Nicaragua Questionnaire to follow up on the 
recommendations contained in the "Report on the 
violent events that occurred between April 18 and 
May 30, 2018" of the GIEI-Nicaragua. 

4/6/2020 No Art. 41 

Nicaragua Health status of persons deprived of liberty - 
MESENI 

4/6/2020 No Art. 41 

Nicaragua Situation of civil society organizations affected by 
the cancellation of their legal status 

13/11/2020 No Art. 41 

Nicaragua Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Panama Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 41 

Panama Monitoring access to generic drugs for people 
suffering from high blood pressure 

18/9/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Panama Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

Paraguay Situation of Maria Belen Whittingslow Casteñe 13/4/2020 No Art. 41 

Paraguay Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 41 
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Paraguay Death of two girls in Joint Task Force operation 2/10/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Paraguay Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

Peru Information on the creation of the "Special anti-
migration brigade". 

6/2/2020 No Art. 41 

Peru PE - Acts of violence in Castro Castro 5/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Peru Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Peru Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

Dominican 
Republic 

Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Dominican 
Republic 

Health condition of elderly people at Hogar San 
Francisco de Asis 

2/7/2020 No Art. 41 

Dominican 
Republic 

Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

Saint Kitts 
and Nevis 

Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 18 

Saint Kitts 
and Nevis 

Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 18 

Saint 
Vincent and 
the 
Grenadines 

Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 18 

Saint 
Vincent and 
the 
Grenadines 

Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 18 

St. Lucia Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 18 

St. Lucia Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 18 

Suriname Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 41 

Suriname Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

Trinidad 
and Tobago 

Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 18 

Trinidad 
and Tobago 

Request for information about rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 18 
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Uruguay Obligations of the State with respect to Mrs. Laura 
Oliver's rights to life and health 

23/1/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Uruguay Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Uruguay Request for information under Article 41, regarding 
the Urgent Law project. 

19/5/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Uruguay Urgent Consideration Bill 2020 4/6/2020 Yes Art. 41 

Uruguay Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 

Venezuela Measures to Prevent, Address, and Contain the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

18/5/2020 No Art. 41 

Venezuela Request for information on the rights of LGBTI 
persons 

3/12/2020 No Art. 41 
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5. Approved Reports  

 
57. In 2020, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights approved and published 1 country 

report and 4 thematic reports.  

58. The following is a list of all the reports approved during this period. 

RAPPORTEURSHIP TITLE OF THE REPORT 

Country rapporteur 
 
Report on the human rights situation in Cuba. 
 

LGBTI Rapporteur  
 
REDESCA (Special Rapporteurship on ESCER) 
 

 
Report on Trans and Gender Diverse People and their 
Economic, Social, Cultural and Environmental Rights. 
 

Rapporteurship of Persons Deprived of Liberty  
Country rapporteur 

 
Persons deprived of liberty in Nicaragua in the context of 
the human rights crisis that began on April 18, 2018. 
 

Rapporteurship on migrants and human mobility 

 
Due Process Report on Refugee, Complementary 
Protection and Statelessness Status Determination 
Procedures. 
 

 
REDESCA 
 
Promotion, Training and Technical Cooperation 
Section  
 

 
Compendium of labor and union rights 
 

 
 

B. IACHR Training and Promotion Activities 
 
59. The Inter-American Commission exercises its mandate to promote human rights in the region 

in accordance with the Charter of the Organization, as well as its Statute and Rules of Procedure. In this regard, 
it stimulates public awareness of human rights in the Americas and recommends to the OAS member states the 
adoption of measures that contribute to the protection of those rights.  

60. Within this framework, the IACHR directs promotional and training activities on its work, the 
mechanisms it deploys, and the inter-American human rights standards that have been generated as part of the 
doctrine and jurisprudence of the inter-American human rights system. Its goal is to foster greater 
understanding of the scope of human rights in civil society, in networks of social actors, and in the member 
states of and to promote their application and incorporation into decisions, regulatory frameworks, and public 
policies with a human rights focus.  

61. In its 2017-2021 Strategic Plan, the IACHR established Strategic Objective 3 (SO3), which is 
geared to generating an orderly strategy to strengthen the promotional and training activities carried out by 
the IACHR as one of the pillars of its institutional work. Within this framework, the IACHR decided to develop 
a "broad and comprehensive promotional and training program across  the inter-American system," which 
includes: awareness and prevention campaigns; inter-American human rights conferences; seminars and 
events; activities to disseminate reports; advocacy measures in human rights education; training courses on 
public policies geared to human rights and on the inter-American system and inter-American standards; 
thematic courses; and support for national and regional  human rights initiatives in the inter-American system.  

https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/Cuba2020-en.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/TransDESCA-en.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/TransDESCA-en.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/Nicaragua-PPL-en.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/Nicaragua-PPL-en.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/DueProcess-EN.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/DueProcess-EN.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/DueProcess-EN.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/reports/pdfs/LaborRights_EN.pdf
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62. Throughout 2020, the IACHR conducted a wide range of promotional and training activities 
that had an unprecedented impact. With the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, in the month of March all the 
Commission’s activities and initiatives on the subject were conducted virtually. This adaptation to reality 
allowed the IACHR to reach a wider public and increase its accessibility, disseminating its message to people 
who registered to take part in events or followed the IACHR on Twitter, Facebook and/or YouTube. 

63. In 2020, 186 activities were carried out, including 21 training events, 10 internal training 
sessions and 155 promotional activities. More than 15,000 participants took part in the promotional activities. 

1. Training Activities  
 

64.  The objective of the training activities is to develop knowledge and expertise regarding IACHR 
mechanisms, inter-American standards, and the institutions and public policies needed to underpin and 
disseminate a human rights approach in the States. It also seeks to build the capacity of organizations and 
networks of social and academic actors, as well as state agents, to act in  defense of human rights., Of the 21 
training activities carried out in 2020, the following  deserve special mention: 

1.1. International Course on Public Policy in Human Rights IACHR/IPPDH 

 
65. The International Course on Public Policy in Human Rights is a blended learning course, with 

a first virtual phase lasting 13 weeks, an optional week in Washington D.C .on the strategic use of the inter-
American human rights system, and a mandatory week in the city of Buenos Aires, Argentina. A total of 4021 
applications were received and 92 people were selected, who are public sector officials responsible for the 
design, direction, execution, and evaluation of public policies and members of organizations and social 
movements, academics from MERCOSUR member states, and the OAS. The remaining 8 persons were directly 
appointed by the OAS member states. 

66. The mandatory week of the International Course on Public Policy in Human Rights, 
corresponding to the last phase of the training process, was held from February 10 to 14. . Those participants 
who had completed the virtual phase and handed in their pre-project were authorized to go to Buenos Aires to 
present their final work. A total of 70 people attended, 3 of whom had taken part in the third edition of the 
course and attended to complete their training process. A fifth edition of the course was announced in 2020.  

1.2. Senior Political Training Program of the OAS School of Governance  

 
67. The Inter-American Program for Senior Political Management, taught by the School of 

Governance of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Centro Político LLC, is an advanced course 
aimed at strengthening management, leadership, governance, democracy, and political communication in Latin 
America. It is designed especially for political leaders, members of government cabinets, members of political 
parties, social leaders, political candidates, and professionals interested in institutional and campaign-oriented 
political communication. In the 2020 edition, the School of Governance invited the IACHR to participate in the 
training component on the inter-American human rights system (IAHRS). The training took place in Miami, 
Florida on February 20 and 21. In those workshops, a group of specialists from the Executive Secretariat 
addressed general aspects of the system as well as specific topics related to the presentation of complaints, 
requests for precautionary measures, and the technical cooperation mechanism.  

1.3. Courses on the strategic use of the IAHRS for human rights defenders 

68. Within the framework of activities to strengthen human rights in the region, the Course for 
Human Rights Defenders on the strategic use of the inter-American system was held. From December 9 to 13, 
the second edition of the course was held at the headquarters of the IACHR, in Washington D.C., in two stages 
between December 2019 and February 2020. During the month of February, support was provided for 
replications of the course conducted by participants in their own organizations and/or communities.  
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1.4. Training workshops and capacity-building activities in the Northern Triangle of Central 
America 

69. In connection with the Project with the Pan American Development Foundation (PADF), the 
IACHR conducted a workshop on inter-American human rights standards on migration and internal 
displacement, ESCER, and labor rights, for state officials of the Guatemalan judiciary, and another for civil 
society on July 1 and 17 and August 27, respectively The objective of the workshop was to bolster knowledge 
of the inter-American human rights system and inter-American standards among key local actors in charge of 
protecting and defending human rights in the Northern Triangle States of Central America and Guatemala. A 
total of 23 state officials (including 7 women) and 15 people from civil society (including 10 women) 
participated in their respective workshops.  

70. As part of the same project, a training and capacity-building workshop was held on August 27 
for Honduran civil society on the IACHR's working mechanisms and Inter-American human rights standards 
on human mobility. The workshop with Honduras was attended by 11 participants, 4 of whom were women. 

71. The objective of the workshop was to contribute to greater familiarity with the IACHR's 
working mechanisms and to serve as a scenario for the exchange of ideas on the subject, share experiences, and 
debate major challenges in the area of human rights, in particular, migration and internal displacement in 
accordance with Inter-American standards. 

72. On August 28, a training and capacity-building workshop was held for civil society in El 
Salvador on the IACHR's working mechanisms and Inter-American human rights standards on human mobility. 
This workshop was attended by 14 people, 9 of whom were women. 

73. A follow-up meeting of the Community of Practice and presentation of the Report on Internal 
Displacement was held on August 31. It was geared to meet the needs of members of the Community of Practice, 
who had participated in the training activities held in 2017 and 2018 in Washington, D.C. 

74. Specifically, this workshop sought to follow up on the topics developed in the training 
activities carried out in previous years; review employment possibilities and additional training needs, and to 
help build the capacities of the mechanisms of the inter-American human rights system. The workshop also 
served as an opportunity to launch the Report on Internal Displacement in the Northern Triangle of Central 
America - Guidelines for the Formulation of Public Policies and to present the Inter-American SIMORE 
mechanism: the online tool that systematizes the recommendations issued by the IACHR. 

75. Finally, with regard to the third compendium in the series, the text on conventionality control 
has been finalized for presentation. It will be the first occasion on which the IACHR gathers and systematizes 
its opinions on the subject through different mechanisms. 

1.5. The "Héctor Fix Zamudio” Diploma Course on the Inter-American Human Rights System.  

76.  The "Héctor Fix - Zamudio" Diploma Course was conducted in 2020, to provide specialized 
training on the inter-American human rights system for the use of international human rights standards in the 
region.  

77. This activity was carried out thanks to the strategic partnership between the Instituto de 
Investigaciones Jurídicas de la Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, the Office of the General Counsel of 
the same university, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights, and the National Human Rights Commission. 
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78. The course took place, virtually, from September 21 to November 5. It was attended by 
commissioners of the IACHR, officials of the Inter-American Court, experts in the field, and  Mexican 
government officials.  

1.6. Annual Seminar for CARICOM countries on the Inter-American System of Human Rights  

79.  The annual Human Rights Seminar for CARICOM countries was held on November 18 as a 
joint project between the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the George Washington 
University Law School (GWULS). The seminar focused on familiarizing diplomatic personnel and public officials 
with the main instruments and standards of the inter-American human rights system and created a space for 
dialogue and cooperation between the IACHR and CARICOM countries. This year's theme focused on the human 
rights of migrants and refugees and recent developments and standards related to the human rights of LGTBI 
persons. There were 46 participants in virtual mode, of whom 27 were women. 

1.7. "Eradication of Violence and Discrimination against Women and Girls in Latin America and 

the Caribbean". 

80. In 2020, the IACHR made progress with implementation of the program to strengthen 
capacities for the eradication of violence and discrimination against women and girls in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Within this framework, a series of activities were carried out with the participation of 
Commissioners Margarette May Macaulay and Esmeralda Arosemena. The activities included two subregional 
seminars held on September 22, one for civil society in the Southern Cone and Andean Region and the second 
for Mesoamerica and Mexico. The objective of the seminar was to bolster knowledge of the inter-American 
human rights system and inter-American standards among key actors working to protect and defend the rights 
of women, girls, and adolescents in the region. The first seminar was attended by 57 participants (46 of whom 
were women) and the second by 47 participants (42 women). 

81. On September 23, a forum for adolescents was held to garner this audience’s views  on 
discrimination and rights violations, discuss ways to prevent them, and review the role of men in this process. 
The forum was attended by adolescents from Guatemala, with the support of the Institutional Coordinator for 
the Promotion of Children's Rights (CIPRODENI), who convened the participants and helped steer the debates. 
Sixteen adolescents participated, 11 of whom were women. 

82. Finally, on September 24, two working groups were held on good practices in the 
implementation of inter-American standards on protection, comprehensive prevention and access to justice in 
the face of violence and discrimination against women, girls, and adolescents. The first was addressed to the 
States and was attended by 9 participants, 6 of whom were women, while the second roundtable was attended 
by 11 representatives of civil society organizations, 8 of whom were women. The objective was to share the 
contributions of the participating States and civil society organizations through discussion and exchanges on  
progress made and good practices developed in this area. 

1.8. Training program for Nicaraguan civil society 

83. Throughout 2020, capacities were built and training  provided to Nicaraguan civil society on 
international and inter-American human rights standards. Due to the mobility difficulties caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic, the IACHR and MESENI opted to conduct virtual training sessions. 

84. In connection with capacity-building actions for civil society in Nicaragua, the IACHR has 
developed two training programs through digital platforms that allow access to updated training tools on the 
Inter-American human rights system and its standards on transitional justice. These included a specialized 
training course delivered through a virtual classroom format and  training using  Massive Open Online Courses 
(MOOCs). 
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85. The subject addressed in these courses is transitional justice. Topics included: transitions to 
democracy and impunity, justice, truth, reparation, and guarantees of non-repetition. The audiences targeted 
have included social leaders, representatives of student groups, members of religious communities, and victims 
of the crisis, especially activists,  journalists, and others, from various departments of Nicaragua, imprisoned 
for political reasons. A total of 9 training courses were carried out with the participation of 236 people, 112 of 
whom were women. 

86. The following is a summary of the ten activities carried out: 

• Parallel Event 43rd session of the Human Rights Council, "Human Rights Crisis in Nicaragua: Current 
Situation and Challenges" held on February 27, in Geneva, Switzerland, with the support of Race & 
Equality and CEJIL. 

• Workshop en Transitional Justice for Unidad por los Exiliados Nicaragüenses en Panamá (UPENINP) - 
Nicaraguans in exile in Panama, February 2. 

• Workshop on Petition and Case Systems, for lawyers from human rights and legal defense 
organizations in Nicaragua, February 7. 

• Virtual training on Transitional Justice. Inter-American Commission on Human Rights held on April 27. 
• Workshop on requirements and procedures for precautionary measures before the IACHR, for human 

rights defenders, held on May 22. 
• Workshop on Petition and Case Systems, for lawyers from human rights and legal defense 

organizations in Nicaragua (Acción Penal and CPDH). 
• Virtual training on Transitional Justice (session 1 and 2), aimed at social leaders, representatives of 

student groups, members of religious communities, victims of the crisis (mainly of political 
imprisonment), activists and journalists from various departments of Nicaragua, June 24 and 27. 

• Virtual training on Transitional Justice (session 1 and 2), aimed at human rights defenders and legal 
defense in Nicaragua, including lawyers with some knowledge and contact with the IAHRS, June 16 
and 22. 

• Virtual training on the System of Petitions and Cases in the IAHRS, for representatives of civil society 
organizations, independent activists, and other organizations or social movements in Nicaragua and 
exiles in Costa Rica, July 25. 

• Virtual training on Transitional Justice, aimed at Representatives of civil society organizations, 
independent activists and other organizations or social movements in Nicaragua and exiles in Costa 
Rica, August 1. 

 

1.9. Webinar Series 

  
87. As part of the activities defined by the IACHR for SACROI COVID-19, activities were carried 

out with a view to strengthening the capacities of States and civil society in the region, emphasizing the 
relevance of inter-American standards applicable to the protection of human rights in the context of the COVID-
19 pandemic. Thus, it held a series of webinars on "Challenges for Human Rights in Times of Pandemic" on the 
specifics of protecting the rights of groups and collectivities in the face of the pandemic, as well as on 
fundamental rights. 

88. The cycle of webinars was intended to prioritize institutional dialogues with national 
institutions, international organizations, academic and intellectual sectors, State powers, diplomatic circles, 
and regional human rights protection systems, as well as to draw attention to specific social situations and 
needs by inviting grassroots and community organizations, as well as regional and human rights organizations. 
The cycle consisted of 23 external webinars. 

 1.9.1. Cycle of external webinars 
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89. Within the activities chosen by the IACHR  for SACROI COVID-19, specifically in the area of 
Promotion and Training, some sought to to strengthen the capacities of States and civil society in the region, 
emphasizing the relevance of inter-American standards applicable to the protection of human rights in the 
context of the COVID-19 pandemic. Thus, it prepared a series of webinars open to the public entitled: 
"Challenges for Human Rights in times of Pandemic" on specific facets of protecting  the rights of groups and 
collectivities during the pandemic, as well as on fundamental rights. 

90. Webinars were held with the objective of prioritizing institutional dialogues with national 
institutions, international organizations, academic and intellectual sectors, State powers, diplomatic circles, 
and regional systems for the protection of human rights. In addition, thematic dialogues were conducted to 
draw attention  to specific social situations and needs, inviting grassroots organizations and communities, as 
well as regional organizations when appropriate. The objective is to give priority, each week, to those 
communities that are going through some challenge or specific situation of relevance or concern. Below is the 
list of the 23 webinars held with their hyperlink:. 

● 07/05 - COVID-19 and its impacts in Latin America: Perspective of the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/webinarabierto-v9.jpg 

● 05/13 - National Human Rights Institutions facing the pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/WebinarCIDH-instituciones-V1.jpg 

● 05/15 - Right to health from the perspective of indivisibility and interdependence 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/WEBINAR4_DESCAsalud_V01.jpg 

● 19/05 - Situation of Indigenous Peoples' rights in the context of the Pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/WEBINAR_5_pueblosindigenas.jpg 

● 05/21 - Public policies with a human rights approach and national measures in the face of the 
pandemic http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/AFICHEWEBINARIO6_PP.jpg 

● 26/05 - The human rights of the elderly in the context of the Pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar-PersonasMayores-v2.jpg 

● 02/06 - The human rights situation of children and adolescents in the context of the Pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_060220.jpg 

● 09/06 - Racism and discrimination against people of African descent in the Americas. 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_060920.jpg 

● 11/06 - Human Rights Situation of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Context of the Pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_061120.jpg 

● 06/16 - Situation of human rights defenders in the context of the pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_061620.jpg 

● 06/18 - The situation of LGBTI rights in the context of the pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_061820.jpg 

● 06/25 - ISHR Core Themes for the Pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_062520.jpg 

● 02/07 - Memory, Truth and Justice in the Context of the Pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_070220.jpg 

● 07/28 - The region facing four months of pandemic: the human rights of people with COVID-19 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_072820.jpg 

● 05/08 - Human mobility in the Americas during the COVID-19 pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_080520.jpg 

● 12/08 - Dialogue between regional commissions for the protection of human rights in the context of 
the pandemic http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_081220.jpg 

● 19/08 - The situation of women's rights in the context of the pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_081920.jpg 

● 08/26/08 - Poverty, Inequality and Fiscal Policies 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_082620.jpg 

● 02/09 - The Situation of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in the Context of the Pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_090220.jpg 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/webinarabierto-v9.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/WebinarCIDH-instituciones-V1.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/WEBINAR4_DESCAsalud_V01.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/WEBINAR_5_pueblosindigenas.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/AFICHEWEBINARIO6_PP.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar-PersonasMayores-v2.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_060220.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_060920.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_061120.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_061620.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_061820.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_062520.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_070220.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_072820.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_080520.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_081220.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_081920.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_082620.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_090220.jpg
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● 16/09 - The protection of ESCR in the context of the pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_091620.jpg 

● 09/23 - Freedom of expression and access to information during the pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_092320.jpg 

● 10/14 - The human rights situation in the Caribbean during the pandemic 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_101420.jpg 

● 03/11 - Inequality and human rights in the context of the COVID 19 Pandemic: assessment of the 
impact of the IAHRS organized with Max Planck Institute 
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_110320.jpg 

1.9.2 Internal webinar series 

91. Within the framework of SACROI-COVID, the IACHR held a series of webinars with experts in 
different areas during the week of March 30 to April 3, with the main objective of expanding knowledge and 
strengthening the response capacities of the IACHR and its Executive Secretariat, in terms of the pandemic and 
its effects on human rights. The following is a list of the internal webinars held: 

● 03/30 - Global health, pandemics and human rights 
● 03/31 - COVID19: Economic and legal aspects in light of the Universal Human Rights System Standards 
● 01/04 - COVID19: Main recommendations to the States for the protection of HR in times of Pandemic 
● 02/04 - COVID19: Main recommendations to the States for the protection of HR in times of pandemics 
● 03/04 - Bioethical, educational, scientific, and cultural aspects relevant to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
● 06/04 - Poverty, Health, and COVID in the Americas 
● 08/04 - Freedom of information and the right to privacy in times of pandemics 
● 09/04/09 - COVID 19, Poverty, and Inequality: Contributions from Feminist Economics and Social 

Sciences 
● 04/20 - Sex work and COVID-19: a pathway to protection in times of pandemic 
● 04/20 - Economy, poverty, and COVID-19 
● 18/06 Situation of the rights of LGBTI persons in the context of the pandemic 

 

2. Promotional Activities of the Rapporteurships and other Areas  
 

92. During 2020, the IACHR carried out or was invited to participate in a large number of 
promotional activities and events. Below, the IACHR includes a summary of the promotional activities carried 
out by the Rapporteurships and other areas of work of the IACHR over the course of the year and in the exercise 
of its human rights promotion functions.  

93. In general terms, it should be noted that the IACHR carried out 155 promotional activities to 
disseminate the standards of the inter-American human rights system and strengthen the capacity of public 
officials and organizations and networks of social and academic actors in the defense of human rights. Many of 
these activities were organized in partnership with other actors, strengthening collaboration with civil society 
organizations, regional and international institutions, and States.  

94. The IACHR carried out or was invited to participate in 114 promotional activities to 
disseminate the IAHRS standards and strengthen the capacity of public officials and organizations and 
networks of social and academic actors in the defense of human rights, particularly in the context of the COVID-
19 pandemic.  

95. The following is a brief description of the various activities carried out by each of the thematic 
and country rapporteurships and the promotion and training activities that took place throughout the 
continent during 2020. 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_091620.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_092320.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_101420.jpg
http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/sacroi_covid19/webinars/Webinar_110320.jpg
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2.1.  Cycle of Dialogue with the Supreme Court of Justice of Mexico.  

96. Within the framework of a Cooperation Agreement between the IACHR and the Supreme 
Court of Justice of the Nation of Mexico (SCJN), the IACHR participated in the Cycle of Dialogue with the Inter-
American Human Rights System organized by the Human Rights Directorate of the SCJN. The purpose of the 
program was to create a space to study the internal workings of the IACHR and the Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights; make visible the most important and innovative standards in the protection of human rights 
issued by both bodies of the inter-American system; strengthen the protection of rights in the administration 
of justice; and reach a wider audience and dissemination through the use of technological tools. Between 
August and November, the IACHR participated in six thematic sessions on the mandate and functioning of the 
IACHR, precautionary measures, friendly settlements, the case system and individual petitions, DSCER, and 
freedom of expression. Each session was transmitted through synchronous virtual platforms and had more 
than 400 participants per session.  

2.2. Rapporteurship on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
 

97. The Rapporteurship on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples carried out and/or participated in 
training and promotion activities, including the following: 

• 16/6. The rights of indigenous peoples in voluntary isolation in the present and beyond COVID-19, 

conducted with the support of Cornell Law School / Centro de DDHH de la Pontificia Universidad 
Católica del Ecuador.  

• 18/6. Impact of COVID-19 on peoples in isolation and initial contact in the Amazon Basin and proposals 

for their protection PIACI, COICA, AIDESEP. and DAR. 

• 20-22/6. International Exchange Days on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples with the support of REPAM 

and AUSJAL COICA. 

• 12/6 y 3/7. Virtual Dialogues between indigenous leaders: Human rights situation of the indigenous 

peoples of the Panamazonia and Gran Chaco, with the support of IWGIA and REPAM.  

• 7/7. High Level Political Forum on the Sustainable Development Goals with the support of IWGIA, UN 

DESA, Indigenous Peoples Major Group for Sustainable Development.  

• 9/8. Seminar Indigenous Peoples in the Global Context in the framework of the seminar held on August 
20 with the support of the Faculty of Law of the UNAM and SURCO. 

• 12/8. Collectives of indigenous peoples, with a gender perspective: advances and challenges in the 

constitutional jurisdiction with the support of OHCHR and the Constitutional Court of Guatemala. 

• 22/10. Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award Ceremony for Allesandra Korap Munduruku 

Munduruku indigenous leader from Brazil, with the support of Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights. 

• 23/10. Virtual activity on Indigenous Peoples in situation and risk of physical and cultural 

extermination: their dignity, resistance, and contributions to peace carried out with the support of the 
Commission for the Clarification of Truth, Coexistence, and Non-Repetition. 

• 27/5. The Indigenous World 2020: IWGIA Annual Report Presentations event supported by IWGIA. 

• 21/10. Dialogue with Antonia Urrejola Noguera, vice-President of the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights, conductd on October 21, with IWGIA support. 

• 4/11. Forum "Building Autonomies: Dialogue with Human Rights Mechanisms", with the support of 

IWGIA. 
 
2.3. Rapporteurship on Women's Rights 
 
98. The Women's Rapporteurship carried out and/or participated in promotional and training 

activities. Among these, the following are worth highlighting: 

• From February 1-6, 2020, the Rapporteurship on Women's Rights attended the Platform Meeting to 

strengthen cooperation between independent international and regional mechanisms on women's 
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rights in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The meeting discussed the causes and consequences of violence 

against women and strategies to improve cooperation between international and regional 

mechanisms on violence and discrimination against women and girls, as well as encouraging all 
international organizations, UN entities, governments, national institutions and stakeholders to take 

greater advantage of the tools that the participating mechanisms make available to them. 

• 4/3. "Violence and discrimination against women, girls and adolescents" in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 

• 2/6. Violence against women in international human rights law - The scope of the duty of due diligence 

carried out with the support of the Public Prosecutor's Office of Argentina. 

• 4/6. Experts Speak Out: Ensuring Effective Protection of Women's Rights in Times of Crisis: Challenges 

and Opportunities with the support of WCL and American University. 

• 18/9. COVID-19: Recommendations to mitigate its impact on women's economic empowerment 

carried out with the support of the Permanent Mission of France to the OAS. 

2.4. Rapporteurship on the Rights of Migrants 
 

99. Within the framework of the migrant rapporteurship, promotional and training activities 
were carried out and/or participated in, among which the following are worth highlighting: 

• 21/5. Salvadorans stranded abroad. COVID-19 context, with the support of the Attorney for the 

Defense of Human Rights of El Salvador. 

• 1/6 - Colombian Constitutional Court Conference on intersectionality. 

• 23/6. Inter-American standards on migration and human rights - challenges in the context of COVID-

19 carried out with the support of the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights of Peru, The Bridge Project, 

and the ILO. 

• 25/6 - Regional exchange on prevention and response to internal displacement in Latin America. 

• 30/6 - Human Rights of Migrants in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic carried out with the Research 

Group's support on International Protection of the Rights of Persons and Peoples of the Pontificia 

Universidad Católica del Perú. 

• 1/7– Human mobility standards training workshop Guatemala. 

• 2/7 –Webinar: Migration and gender, with the Legal Clinic's support for the Rights of Migrants and 

Refugees - PUCPE. 

• 9/7. Conversations on the gender impacts of COVID-19 on migrant women, adolescents, and girls in 

Latin America with the support of UN-UNODC. 

• 16/7 - Webinar: Risk of Trafficking in Migrant, Refugee, and Displaced Women and Girls. 

• 29/7 - UN: migrant seminars. 

• 5/8 - Webinar: Human mobility and the situation of migrants in the context of the pandemic. 

• 18/8 - OAS Webinar: The role of the IAHRS bodies, judges, and NHRIs in the face of the impacts of 

COVID19 on migrants, asylum seekers, and refugees. 

• 20/8 - Webinar: Peruvian University, in Huanuco. 

• 15/9 - International seminar on IHL Argentine Chancellery. 

• 13/10 –Fix Zamudio: The rights of migrants. 

• 10/11 - Regional Workshop Department of Social Inclusion is organizing with the International 

Organization for Migration (IOM). 

• 11/11 - Migration and Women's Rights Roundtable. 

• 18/12 - Launch of the Thematic Report: Due Process in Procedures to Determine Refugee and Stateless 

Person Status and Grant Complementary Protection.  
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2.5. Rapporteurship on Children's Rights 
 

100. The Rapporteurship on the Rights of the Child carried out and/or participated in both training 
and promotion activities, which are detailed below: 

• 7/3. Dialogue with Haitian children and adolescents held with the support of Save the Children in Port-

au-Prince, Haiti.  

• 26/3. WEBINAR. Children's rights in the face of the pandemic that took place with the support of 

REDIM Mexico. 

• 2/4. Annual meeting of the Global Movement for Children in Latin America and the Caribbean.  

• 24/4. Round of Dialogue of the IACHR with civil society organizations of children and adolescents. 

• 29/4. Video conference on Children and adolescents in the pandemic environment, with the support 

of the National University of Lomas de Zamora. 

• 5/5. Virtual Forum: Protection and Defense of the human rights of migrant children and adolescents 

and their families in the context of COVID-19 with the support of the Monitoring Area III of the IACHR 

and Save the Children. 

• 18/5. Challenges of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals concerning the Rights of Children and 

Adolescents in the framework of the COVID-19 pandemic, carried out with the support of Childhood 

First.  

• 24/6. Training on Children and Adolescents in the Pandemic Environment carried out with the support 

of the National University of Lomas de Zamora.  

• 12/5. Structural discrimination and pandemic in indigenous children and their families, with the 

support of the organization Tejiendo redes infancia.  

• 15/10. Power Takeover: public hearing "Internet access and online violence,” held with the support of 

Plan International. 

• 17/12. Adolescent Forum (Argentina edition) on violence and discrimination against women and girls, 
carried out with the support of the Government of Canada. 

 

2.6. Rapporteurship of Human Rights Defenders 
 

101. The Office of the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders conducted training activities 
on the strategic use of the Inter-American Human Rights System, with a target population of human rights 
defenders and a promotional event, including:  

• 10/9. Webinar on The Situation of Human Rights Defenders carried out with the support of the State 

Commission of Human Rights of the State of Chihuahua. 

• 14/10. XI edition of the Land Forum - Defending Land and Nature: Protection and Resilience in Times 
of Pandemic held with the support of the International Land Coalition. 
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2.7.  Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons Deprived of their Liberty 
 

102. The Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty participated and/or 
participated throughout 2019, in both promotional and training activities: 

• 7/7. Webinar "Women in prison: gender perspective and challenges in the measures adopted by states 

for the protection of persons deprived of liberty in the context of the pandemic". Carried out with the 
support of Fundación CONSTRUIR, the International Commission of Jurists, IDL, FUSADES and 

Observatorio de Derechos y Justicia.  

• 11/11. Latin American women: for a world without bars. Latin American Network of Libertarian 

Women Melting Grids. 

• 15/10. COVID-19 and Persons Deprived of Liberty. George Washington University  

• 29/4. Webinar on Pandemic and overcrowding: IACHR recommendations, impact, and good practices.  

• 14/6. Gender Perspectives and Challenges in the Measures Adopted by States for the Protection of 

Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Framework of the Pandemic carried out with the support of the 

Mexican Commission for the Defense and Promotion of Human Rights (CMDPDH), DPLF, TOJIL and 

Fundación para la Justicia.            

• 22/4. Webinar: Launch of Global Prison Trends 2020, with the support of Penal Reform International.  

• 14/7. Women in Prison: Gender Perspective and Challenges in the Measures Adopted by States for the 

Protection of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Framework of the Pandemic, carried out with the 

support of DPLF, Due Process Foundation. 

2.8. Rapporteurship on the Rights of People of African Descent and against Racial 
Discrimination 

 
103. The Rapporteurship on the Rights of People of African Descent and against Racial 

Discrimination, organized and participated in promotional and training activities throughout 2019, including:  

• 15/07. People of African descent: Webinar "Effects of Covid-19 on the Afro-descendant population in 

Brazil" with collaboration of Race and Equality. 

• 16/10. Inter-American Forum against Discrimination held with the support of Race & Equality and 

AFRODES. 

 
2.9 Rapporteurship on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, and Intersex  Rights 

 
104. The Rapporteurship on the Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Persons, 

during 2020 carried out and/or participated in training and promotion activities, including: 

• 22/4. COVID-19 E Direitos humanos nas Américas: Estándares Interamericanos, with the collaboration 

of POS Universidade de Fortaleza, líderes que transformam. School of Law. 

• 21/5. Threats to the rights of LGBTI people in Latin America, with the support of Race and Equality. 

• 17/06. Access to Justice: "Human Rights and Access to Justice for LGBTI Persons in the framework of 

the Inter-American Human Rights System" with Fundación Construir in coordination with the 

Plurinational Public Defense Service of Bolivia. 

• 24/6. Hate Crimes against LGBTI people and Latin America and the Caribbean with the support of ILGA 

LAC. 

• 25/6. Refugee and migrant population: LGTBIQ Where are we and where are we going? with the 

support of UNHOR UNHCR, SIEMBRA, Clínica Jurídica Derecho a la identidad. 
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• 26/08. Consulta pública con Poderes Legislativos del Caribe: "The Role of Parliamentarians in Building 

More Inclusive Societies" Hosted by the Parliament of Saint Lucia, in collaboration with the UNDP and 

PGA. 

• 27/08. Webinar: "LGBTIQ Protections at the Frontline of Haiti's Presidential Decrees", in collaboration 

with OutRight Action International. 

• 16/10. Workshop on "Indirect Discrimination and Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity" at Harvard. 

• 23/10. International seminar "Human Rights Standards #LGBTIQ+" with the support of Justicia 

Arcoiris. 

• 28/10. Training webinar with civil society: "Mandates and activities of the LGBTI Rapporteur" and 

space for exchange with Civil Society, organized by HIVOS. 

• 28/10. International Congress "Sexual Diversity and Human Rights in Latin America and the 

Caribbean", organized by ILANUD, IIDH, and I/A Court H.R.. 

• 02/12. Webinar on LGBTI rights and Public Policies: "Public policies, human rights and sexual 

diversity: a path to equality and access to DESCA" with Córdoba Diversa, Argentina. 

2.10. Rapporteurship on Memory, Truth, and Justice 
 

105. The Rapporteurship on Memory, Truth, and Justice carried out and/or participated in 
activities throughout 2020, including: 

• 3/4. Presentation of the Report: Principles on Public Memory Policies in the Americas, held in Port-au-

Prince, Haiti. 

• 16/6. Derecho a la memoria como garantía de no repetición (Right to memory as a guarantee of non-

repetition) carried out with the collaboration of the Department of Legal Sciences / Ombudsman's 

Office of Ecuador. 

• 22/7. Forum on MVJ/MTJ in El Salvador held with the support of Asociación Pro Búsqueda. 

• 27/7. Espacio de Escucha - Violencia reproductiva en el marco del conflicto armado en Colombia 

(Listening Space - Reproductive violence in the framework of the armed conflict in Colombia) carried 

out with the support of the Centro de Derechos Reproductivos - Comisión de la Verdad de Colombia 

(Center for Reproductive Rights - Truth Commission of Colombia). 

• 6/8. Enforced Disappearance in the Inter-American Human Rights System. Balance, impacts, and 

challenges carried out with the support of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIDH) and 

the Institute of Constitutional Studies of the State of Querétaro (IECEQ). 

• 25/8. Virtual Seminar on Memory Policies carried out with the support of the Ministry of Justice and 

Human Rights of Peru - IDEHPUEP -PUCP - GIZ. 

• 26/8. Victims of Human Rights Violations in Latin America: "Facing the dilemmas of the present from 

the legacies of the past" carried out with the support of DPLF - Cristosal -ICTJ. 

• 14/9. II International Seminar on the Search for Missing Persons with a humanitarian approach - 

carried out with the support of MINJUSDH, COMISEDH, ICRC, and LUM. 

• 25/9. Marking 40 years of the Working Group and 10 years of the Convention for the Protection of all 

Persons from Enforced Disappearance - Ways forward in the current global context: How to tackle 

impunity for cases of enforced disappearance and promote victim-centered approaches, carried out 

with the support of GTDFI and CDF. 
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2.11. Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
 

106. The Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities carried out the following 
advocacy activity: 

• 25/6. COVID-19, childhood and disability, carried out with the support of the National Secretariat for 

Disability of the Government of Panama. 

2.12. Rapporteurship on the Rights of Older Persons  
 
107. The Rapporteurship on the Rights of Older Persons carried out the following advocacy 

activity: 

● 26/6. Cycle of Inter-American Conferences of the Inter-American Court, Seminar “Economic and social 
impacts of COVID-19. Challenges to promote the effective enjoyment and protection of human rights”, 
conference “Impact of COVID-19 on groups in vulnerable situations”. 

● 28/8 - Conversation on the Day of the rights of the elderly. 
● 9/10. Inter-American Convention: Instrument for the protection of the older persons carried out by the 

Peruvian Ombudsperson's Office. 
● 14/10 - Fix Zamudio: Rights of the older persons: Challenges for their adequate protection and 

guarantees. 
● 26/11 - Panel "Gerontological Policies," Master's Degree in Old Age Law from the Law School of the 

National University of Córdoba (Argentina). 
 
2.13.  Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression 

 
108. The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression has carried out a series of 

activities, including the following: 

• 2/11. Foro sobre desinformación y derechos humanos, panel Desinformación y Elecciones [Forum on 

disinformation and human rights, panel discussion on Disinformation and Elections], conducted by the 

Carter Center, the Human Rights Big Data and Technology Project and the Office of the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Human Rights. 

• 2/26. Master Conference: Honduras and the situation of freedom of expression, organized by the 

Committee for Free Expression, the Honduran Association of Journalists, the Association for 

Democracy and Human Rights, Laureate International Universities, and OAS - DECO. 

• 4/7. Participation in the event marking the Anniversary of the murder of the Comercio newspaper's 

journalistic team on the Ecuador-Colombia border, organized by Fundamedios. 

• 4/20. Sixth edition of the Online Course on International Legal Framework on Freedom of Expression, 

Access to Public Information and Protection of Journalists, carried out by the Office of the Special 

Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression together with UNESCO and the Knight Center for Journalists of 

the Americas of the University of Austin, Texas.    

• 4/28. Webinar Information forum on the global health crisis conducted by ICFJ. 

• 5/7. Webinar: "Freedom of the Press and Access to Public Information in times of COVID-19" 

conducted by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, UNESCO Costa Rica and Konrad Adenauer 

Stiftung. 

• Virtual Conference: "Talking about the duty of the State to inform during the Covid-19 pandemic" by 

the Institute of Access to Public Information of El Salvador.  
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• 5/16. Lecture for participants of the ITP Program on Media Self-Regulation in Democratic Societies 

carried out for the ITP program of the Swedish cooperation for the training of journalists.  

• 5/18. The right of access to public information in the Americas: Measures and initiatives in the face of 

COVID-19 with the support of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the OAS. 

• 5/20. Online event: Covid-19 and freedom of expression in the Americas conducted by the Office of the 

Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, Global Affairs Canada, and the Inter-American 

Dialogue.  

• 5/26. Online Event: panel discussion presentation of the 2019 annual report "Disonancia: voces en 

disputa" organized by Artículo 19 Mexico. 

• 5/30. Presentation of the Joint Declaration of the Rapporteurs for Freedom of Expression and Opinion 

and for Freedom of the Media (OAS; UN; and OSCE). 2020 Edition, carried out with the support of 

Article 19 (London) and Centre for Law and Democracy (Canada). 

• 6/4. Launching of the Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on the Situation of 

Human Rights in Cuba organized by the IACHR, RELE, and REDESCA/SRESCER.   

• 6/8. The participation of civil society in the fight against corruption: A look at the IACHR report on 

"Corruption and Human Rights", carried out with the support of CMDPDH, DPLF, TOJIL, and Fundación 

para la Justicia. 

• Virtual training program: Journalism and Freedom of Expression in Nicaragua in the context of the 

pandemic, carried out by the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression with the 

support of Race and Equality.  

• 6/12. Webinar Inter-American standards on freedom of expression and the journalism card in 

Colombia conducted by the Antonio Nariño Project.  

• 6/22. Webinar Launching of the Uruguay Leaks platform organized by La Diaria, Poder, and DATA. 

• 6/26. Webinar: Expectations for the election of the new Press Freedom Rapporteur", organized by the 

Inter American Press Association (IAPA).  

• 7/1. Webinar: Journalistic and communicational work in the response to the covid-19 crisis organized 

by the Office of the High Commissioner for the United Nations in Honduras.  

• 7/2. Webinar: Presentation Geographies of violence: Cartography of aggressions against women 

journalists in Mexico.  Organized by the Women's Communication and Information Networks 

(CIMAC). 

• 7/5. Webinar: Freedom of the press and access to public information in times of COVID-19, carried out 

with the support of the Rule of Law Program for Latin America of the KAS/UNESCO/IACHR Regional 

Office for Information and Communication. 

• 7/9. Webinar: "Attacks on journalists: the right to information is a human right" organized by the 

Brazilian Association of Investigative Journalism (Abraji) and Agencia Lupa. 

• 7/28. Webinar: Session on Internet content moderation organized by Observacom and Artículo 19 

Mexico. 

• 31/7. Online Protest: Lessons from the Pandemic carried out with the support of RightsCon Online. 

• 8/6. Webinar: "The participation of civil society in the fight against corruption: a look from the IACHR 

report on "Corruption and Human Rights" organized by the IACHR with the support of DPLF. 

• 8/20. Webinar: Children and adolescents and their right to freedom of thought, conscience and 

religion, organized by DNI Costa Rica. 

• 8/28. Webinar: Bolivia, Democracies of High Disinformation, How does fake news affect the quality of 

our democracies? Organized by InternetBolivia.org, Southern Affairs Canada and British Embassy in 

Bolivia.  
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• 9/8. Latin American and Caribbean Internet Governance Forum: Virtual session: "Internet and 

Pandemic: Opportunities and human rights impacts of deployed technologies" organized by Derechos 

Digitales and Adela Goberna.  

• 9/9. Webinar: Freedom of Expression and the situation of the Press in El Salvador organized by the 

Special Commission, Legislative Assembly of El Salvador. 9/23. Webinar: Freedom of Expression and 

Access to Information during the Pandemic, organized by the Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights.  

• Webinar: "Limits of the Police in the context of social protest" organized by La Silla Vacía, ICON-S 

Colombia Chapter. 

• 10/15. Webinar: Taking Power: mock public hearing "Internet access and online violence" organized 

by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.  

• 10/22. Forum: "Right of access to environmental information: Challenges regarding the entry into 

force of the Escazú Agreement" organized by the Attorney General's Office of Colombia and the 

Transparency and Access to Information Network (RTA). 

• 10/27. Webinar: Launching of the proposal "Regulation of large platforms: standards to protect 

freedom of expression on the Internet" organized by OBSERVACOM - Observatorio de Regulación de 

Medios y Convergencia (Regional) among others.  

• 10/29. Webinar: Disinformation, Hate Speech and Political Violence on the Internet organized by the 

Permanent Commission on the Right to Communication and Freedom of Expression - National Human 

Rights Council - CNDH Brazil. 

• 10/30. Webinar: "Limitations of the right of access to public information in the territories during the 

pandemic" organized by C-Libre Foundation of Honduras.  

• 11/3. Webinar: "Investigative Journalism and the Right of Access to Public Information" conducted by 

the National Institute for Transparency, Access to Information and Protection of Personal Data (INAI), 

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the Citizen Council 

of the National Journalism Award, A.C. 

• 11/3. Academic activity: "Dialogue with the ISHR - The Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression" 

carried out with the support of the General Directorate of Human Rights (DGDH) of the Supreme Court 

of Justice of Mexico.  

• 11/6. 15th International Congress of Journalism FOPEA "The reconstruction of the profession: towards 

the human and social" organized by the Argentine Journalism Forum. 

• 11/9. Webinar: "Connectivity, vital minimum and digital divide" organized by the Center for ICT 

Thinking, New Media and Digital Divide of the National University of Colombia (UNAL). 

• 11/9. Latin American Conference on Investigative Journalism (COLPIN) organized by the Instituto 

Prensa y Sociedad (IPyS) and ARTICLE 19, Office for Mexico and Central America.  

• 11/10. Conversatorio Relatoría y Voces del Sur.  

• 11/11 Webinar: violations to Freedom of Expression and press in Nicaragua organized by the Human 

Rights Collective Nicaragua Nunca+. 

• 11/23 Participation to endorse the Freedom of the Media report on providing safe haven for 

journalists at risk, conducted by IBA's Human Rights Institute.  

• 11/23. Speaker at the Inaugural Class of the VIII Jornada Abogado General Hernán Sanhueza Ramírez: 

"Police role and criminal process" with the support of Academia Humanitas de Chile.  

• 11/26. "Ley constitucional antibloqueo para el desarrollo nacional y la garantía de los derechos 

humanos" conducted by the Academy of Political and Social Sciences of Venezuela.  
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• 11/26. Sectorial Forum to discuss the new Regime for the Protection of Users' Rights organized by the 

Colombian Communications Regulation Commission.  

• 12/9. Legal Stakeholders Forum on freedom of expression and the safety of journalists organized in 

the framework of the World Press Freedom Conference.  

• 12/10. Session with UN and regional Special Rapporteurs on freedom of expression mandates held 

with the support of Articulo 19 London in the framework of the World Press Freedom Conference.  

• 12/10. Conversation: Freedom of expression in Honduras is going through its worst crisis, organized 

by PEN International Honduras.  

• 12/10. Joint Statement on the Right to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Democratic Governance 

made jointly with the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Association, 

OSCE/ODIHR and the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights. 

• 12/10. Anniversary event in commemoration of the Journalists of Diario el Comercio killed in 2018 on 

the Border between Ecuador and Colombia organized by Fundamedios Ecuador.  

• 12/21. Award Ceremony: "First National Contest of Journalism, Research and Public Information 

Applications: The right of access to information as an instrument for a democratic, better informed and 

more participatory society" organized by the National Institute of Transparency, Access to Information 

and Protection of Personal Data of Mexico.  

2.14. Office of the Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural, and Environmental Rights 
(ESCR) 

 
109. The Office of the Special Rapporteur on Economic, Social, Cultural and Environmental Rights 

has carried out a series of promotional activities, including: 

• 8/4. Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on working children in families with a subsistence economy, 

with the support of Tejiendo redes de infancia. 

• 23/4. Indigenous Peoples faced with COVID-19, with the support of the International Institute of Law 

and Society (IISL)- Virtual School. 

• 19/5. COVID-19: A Human Rights Perspective, with the support of Heypila. 

• 25/5. COVID-19 Challenges for health systems. Organized by RINDHCA and FIO. 

• 27/5. Pandemic and Indigenous Communities: The impact of COVID-19 on the enjoyment of the rights 

of the peoples of Abya Ayala. Organized by the Promise Institute at UCLA. 

• 3/6. Alternatives to  deprivation of liberty in the COVID-19 . Organized by EuroSocial 

• 12/6. Economic and social impacts of COVID-19: Challenges to promote the enjoyment and effective 

protection of human rights. Event organized by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 

• 16/6. Judicial challenges with guaranteeing the right to health in times of pandemic. Organized by 

SaluDerecho and the World Bank. 

• 23/6. Business and Human Rights in times of COVID. Organized by RINDHCA and FIO. 

• 1/7. Conference: Human Rights in the face of the Pandemic carried out with the support of the 

University of Panama. 

• 4/8. Inauguration of the distance diploma course on ESCER  of the University of Buenos Aires, 

organized by REDESCA/SRESCER. 

• 5/8. Environment and IAHRS: Climate Litigation and HRD in LATAM. Organized by the Global Network 

on Human Rights and Environment (GNHRE). 

• 6/8. COVID-19 and its impacts in Latin America: A Climate Crisis Perspective. Organized by the RICEDH 

and the Max Planck Institute. 

• 18/8. Care, a human right to care. Organized by OXFAM in collaboration with REDESCA/ SRESCER. 
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• 27/8. Fórum virtual de direitos humanos Prof. Antonio Augusto Cancado Trindade "Los DESCA en el 

Sistema Interamericano de Derechos Humanos: la REDESCA de la CIDH"”ESCER in the inter-American 

human rights system: the IACHR’s REDESCA/SRESCER], carried out with the support of CETERI PGE-

CE - UNIMAR - UPPGD. 

• 4/9. Financing a Transformative Recovery. Organized by the International Human Rights and Fiscal 

Policy Initiative. 

• 7,8 y 9/9. REDESCA's participation in the V Regional Forum on Business and Human Rights organized 

by the OHCHR. 

• 24/9. Environmental Defenders: Rights in National and International Frameworks. Organized by 

OHCHR, UNEP, and WWF. 

• 25/9. Diverse masculinities and gender violence: Debate on gender violence in access to justice carried 

out with the support of SCJM-CJF-Tribunal Electoral. 

• 30/09. Side event during the 177th Regular Session Meeting with CSOs from Central America on the 

impacts of climate change on Human Rights. 

• 3/10. Participation in the inauguration of the International Network on Climate Change, Energy, and 

Human Rights. 

• 13/10. Sanitation and Human Rights in the Global Sphere. Event organized by FIOCRUZ Foundation. 

• 19/10. World Food Day Conversation. Event organized by FAO. 

• 22/10. Ibero-American Forum: Proposals for an Education in Human Rights, Democracy and 

Citizenship, with the support of the Ministry of Education of Argentina and the Government of Spain. 

2.15. Advocacy activities on the human rights situation in the context of the pandemic. 

• 3/4. The event "Coronavirus and Public Law" was held with the collaboration of the Universitat 

Pompeu Fabra Barcelona, the Universidad del Externado de Colombia and the Max Planck Institute. 

• 8/4. The human rights challenges presented by the current Coronavirus crisis with the support of 

Robert F Kennedy Human Rights and Academy on Human Rights & Humanitarian Law. 

• 22/4. Pandemic and human rights the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights (IACHR) with the collaboration of the University of São Paulo. 

• 23/4. Seminar on Public Policies with a focus on human rights in times of pandemic with the support 

of the International Institute of Law and Society (IISL) - IISL Virtual School. 

• 15/5. Pandemic #COVID19: The situation of the most affected groups in Latin America and the 

response of the States with the collaboration of Fundación Horizonte Ciudadano. 

• 25/5. Challenges of human rights in the Americas in the context of a pandemic with the support of the 

Equality Institute. 

• 3/6. Cycle of Conversations Human Rights in times of pandemic carried out with the support of the 

Faculty of Law of the University of Chile. 

• 19/6. Pandemic and Human Rights: Implementation of the recommendations of the IACHR in 

Colombia, carried out with the support of the Universidad Externado de Colombia - Law School. 

• 26/6. Cycle of Conferences: The impact of COVID-19 on groups in vulnerable situations carried out 

with the support of the IACHR Court. 

• 13/8. Defending Human Rights in Venezuela during the COVID-19 pandemic and the humanitarian 
emergency carried out with the support of the Center for Defenders and Justice. 

• 18/8. Sixth Virtual Discussion Table: "The role of the organs of the Inter-American System, Judges and 

National Human Rights Institutions vis-à-vis the impacts of COVID-19 carried out with the support of 

American University. 
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• Webinar on protection and defense of human rights in the context of COVID-19, Presidential 

Commissioner for Human Rights and attention to victims, IIDH, OAS, IACHR, International Commission 
of Justice.  

• 27/5. Impact of the pandemic on human rights, held with the support of Centro Universitário Católico 

Salesiano Auxilium and Instituição Toledo de Ensino. 

• 30/9. II International Congress - Access to Justice in Times of Crisis held with the support of the 

Guatemalan Association of Judges for Integrity. 

• 19/10. Nicaragua: Human Rights Violations in the context of the socio-political crisis aggravated by 
COVID-19 carried out with the support of Race & Equality, CEJIL and CIVICUS.  

• 23/4. International Human Rights Law at the time of COVID-19. A perspective from the Inter-American 

Regional System, carried out with the support of Victor Mosqueria Marin Abogados, CESJUL, Defiende 

Venezuela, Alumbra. 

 

2.16. Activities for the promotion of human rights 
 

• 6/5.Cycle of conversations: Jornadas Australes de Derecho Internacional de los derechos humanos 

with the support of the Facultad de Ciencias Jurídicas y Sociales de la Universidad Austral de Chile. 

• 19-20-21/5 The IACHR, working mechanisms and current challenges in Spanish with the support of 

American University. 

• 5/6. Presentation on the 2017-2021 Strategic Plan carried out with the support of American 

University.  

• 5/22. 2020 Inter-American Human Rights Competition - Closing ceremony with the support of 

American University and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 

• 23/6. Conference Crisis, Courts, and Constitutions, carried out with the support of Conversa 
Constitucional - Migalhas . 

• 24/6. The Hemisphere Responds - a conversation with the IACHR carried out with the support of Cuba 

Decide - Latin American Youth Network for Democracy. 

• 20/10. Virtual Forum: Carlos Escaleras, his memory shines in times of criminalization and impunity. 

Joel Hernándz conducted with the support of ERIC-SJ, FSAR, CDM, Diakonia Honduras, and CEJIL.  

• 27/10. Presentation on the human rights situation in the Hemisphere at the XI Edition of the Program 

for the Strengthening of Public Administration in Latin America organized by the Botín Foundation. 
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