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I. Summary of Case  

	Victim (s): Jeffrey Timothy Landrigan
Petitioner (s): Sandra L. Babcock, Jon M. Sands, Dale A. Baich
State: United States
Merits Report No.: 81/11, published on July 21, 2011

Admissibility Report No.:  100/09, adopted on October 29, 2009

Precautionary Measures: PM 1026/04, granted on November 12, 2004
Themes: Death Penalty / Right to Life / Right to Personal Liberty / Right to a Fair Trial / Judicial Protection / Domestic Effects / Right to Equal Protection.
Facts: The case refers to Jeffrey Landrigan who was sentenced to death in the state of Arizona in accordance with a procedure that required the death penalty to be imposed by the trial judge and not by the convicting jury. This procedure was later declared to be unconstitutional by the United States Supreme Court. However, in spite of this decision, the Supreme Court subsequently ruled that prisoners whose cases were at the final review stage following appeal –the situation of Jeffrey Landrigan– could not benefit from a new sentencing hearing, a remedy that was extended by the Court to other individuals convicted in the same circumstances. Jeffrey Timothy Landrigan was executed on October 26, 2010.   
Rights violated: The Commission concluded that the United States was responsible for violating Articles II, XVIII, and XXVI of the American Declaration with respect to Jeffrey Timothy Landrigan, and that his execution on October 26, 2010, constituted a serious and irreparable violation of the basic right to life enshrined in Article I of the American Declaration.


II. Recommendations

	Recommendations
	State of compliance in 2020

	1. Adopt immediately all the necessary internal measures to suspend the execution of Mr. Landrigan.
	Non-compliance


	2. Grant Jeffrey Timothy Landrigan effective relief, including the review of his trial in accordance with the guarantees of equality, due process, and a fair trial enshrined in Articles I, II, XVIII, and XXVI of the American Declaration.
	Non-compliance


	3. Provide reparations to the family of Mr. Landrigan as a consequence of the violations established in this report.
	Pending compliance

	4. Review its laws, procedures, and practices to ensure that people accused of capital crimes are tried and, if convicted, sentenced in accordance with the rights established in the American Declaration, including Articles I, II, XVIII, and XXVI.
	Pending compliance


III. Procedural Activity 
1. On October 22, 2010, the Commission approved Report No. 115/10 on the merits of this case.
 That same day the IACHR issued a press release that included its determination that the United States had violated Jeffrey Timothy Landrigan’s fundamental rights and that urged the State to stay his execution, which was scheduled to take place on October 26, 2010 in the state of Arizona.
 Jeffrey Timothy Landrigan was executed on October 26, 2010.
 

2. In 2020, the IACHR requested updated information on compliance from the State on August 19. The State presented said information on September 16. 

3. The IACHR requested updated information on compliance from the petitioners on August 18, 2020. As of the closing date of this report, the Commission had not received said information from the petitioner. The petitioners previously submitted information to the IACHR in 2018. 

IV. Analysis of the information presented 

4. The Commission considers that the information presented by the State in 2020 is irrelevant to update on the follow-up of the case given that it is repetitive of the information presented in previous years, without presenting new information on measures taken recently to comply with at least one of the recommendations issued in Merits Report No. 81/11. 
5. In this sense, because of the lack of updated information on the level of compliance with the recommendations, the IACHR reiterates the analysis of compliance and the conclusions made in its 2019 Annual Report.
V. Analysis of compliance with the recommendations 

6. With regard to the first recommendation, Jeffrey Timothy Landrigan was executed on October 26, 2010. According to public information available to the IACHR, the execution proceeded after a majority of Supreme Court justices decided to vacate a federal judge's order that had temporarily stayed the execution scheduled for earlier that same day. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals had upheld the ruling of a U.S. District Court Judge who had blocked Mr. Landrigan's execution 18 hours before it was scheduled. The attorneys for Mr. Landrigan had filed a civil rights complaint the previous week alleging the planned execution violated his constitutional rights to be free from cruel and unusual punishment and to due process. The temporary stay was issued on October 25 by the judge after she concluded that the State did not provide Mr. Landrigan’s representatives enough information to make its case sufficiently about the safety and legality of the substances that would have been used to kill him. However, the United States Supreme Court ruling vacated the lower court order because it considered that “there is no evidence in the record to suggest that the drug obtained from a foreign source is unsafe.”
 Taking into account the events that took place after the transmittal of Report 115/10 to both parties, the Inter-American Commission concluded that the execution of Mr. Landrigan constituted a serious and irreparable violation of the basic right to life enshrined in Article I of the American Declaration.

7. In 2012, the State informed that it disagreed with and declined this recommendation.
 In 2020, the State reiterated its earlier responses, without mentioning new information on actions adopted to comply with the recommendations of the IACHR.
8. The petitioners informed in 2013 that the execution of Timothy Landrigan was carried out using a drug which was illegally imported, as determined by subsequent federal agency action and federal court decisions. They asserted that, at that time, in nine out of the past thirteen executions by the state of Arizona, beginning with the execution of Timothy Landrigan on October 26, 2010, the executioners subjected prisoners to a surgically painful and invasive procedure in order to set the lethal intravenous lines.
 In 2018, the petitioners informed that the United States had not complied with this recommendation. 
9. On October 22, 2010, the IACHR issued a press release stressing the violation of Mr. Jeffrey Timothy Landrigan’s fundamental rights, urging the State to stay his execution
, which took place on October 26, 2010 in the state of Arizona. The IACHR reiterates that the United States has committed a grave and irreparable violation of his fundamental right to life under Article 1 of the American Declaration. The Commission deplores the failure of the United States and the state of Arizona to comply with this recommendation, which constitutes a violation of the State’s international human rights obligations under the OAS Charter and related instruments.
 Based on this, the Commission finds that the State has not complied with Recommendation 1.

10. Regarding the second recommendation, in 2012, the State informed that it disagreed with and declined this recommendation.
 In 2020, the State reiterated its earlier responses regarding this Merits Report, without mentioning any efforts undertaken this year in order to comply with the recommendations of the IACHR.

11.  In 2018, the petitioners informed that the United States has not complied with this recommendation. 
12. The Commission reiterates its condemnation of the execution by the United States of Mr. Jeffrey Timothy Landrigan in defiance of the recommendations issued in Merits Report Nº 81/11, which resulted in a grave and irreparable violation of the victim’s right to life. In that sense, the IACHR finds that the State has not complied with Recommendation 2.
13. Regarding the third and fourth recommendation, neither of the parties has submitted information regarding actions adopted by the State to comply with these recommendations. 

14. Based on this, the Commission finds that Recommendations 3 and 4 are pending compliance.
VI. Level of compliance of the case  

15. Based on the foregoing, the Commission concludes that the level of compliance of the case is pending. Consequently, the Commission will continue to monitor Recommendations 3 and 4. The Commission calls upon the State to adopt actions to implement the recommendations issued in Merits Report No. 81/11 and to provide the Commission with detailed and up-to-date information about these actions. 

VII. Individual and structural results of the case 

16. Given that this case is pending compliance, there are no individual or structural results, which have been reported by the parties. 
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