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I. Summary of Case  
	Victim (s): Ivan Teleguz

Petitioner (s): Virginia Capital Representation Resource Center, Reprieve 
State: United States

Merits Report No.: 53/13, published on July 15, 2013 

Admissibility Report No.: 16/12, adopted on March 20, 2012 

Precautionary measures: PM 470/11, granted on December 2011 
Themes: Death Penalty / Right to Life / Right to Personal Liberty / Right to a Fair Trial / Judicial Protection / Domestic Effects / Consular Notification or Information of Consular Assistance / Conditions of Detention / Right to Humane Treatment / Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman and/or Degrading Treatment.
Facts: This case refers to Ivan Teleguz, a Ukrainian citizen, who was sentenced to death in 2006 in proceedings which violated his due process rights, inter alia because of the use of false and unreliable testimony, and because he was not informed of his right to consular notification and access.

Rights violated: The Commission concluded that the United States is responsible for the violation of the right to life, liberty and personal security (Article I), the right to a fair trial (Article XVIII), the right of petition (Article XXIV), the right to protection from arbitrary arrest (Article XXV) and the right to due process of law (Article XXVI) guaranteed in the American Declaration, with respect to Ivan Teleguz, who was at the time deprived of liberty on death row in the state of Virginia. 


II. Recommendations
	Recommendations
	State of compliance in 2020

	1. Grant Ivan Teleguz effective relief, including the review of his trial in accordance with the guarantees of due process and a fair trial enshrined in Articles I, XVIII, XXIV and XXVI of the American Declaration.
	Partial compliance

	2. Review its laws, procedures, and practices to ensure that people accused of capital crimes are tried and, if convicted, sentenced in accordance with the rights established in the American Declaration, including Articles I, XVIII, XXIV, XXV and XXVI thereof.
	Pending compliance

	3. Ensure that every foreign national deprived of his or her liberty is informed, without delay and prior to his or her first statement, of his or her right to consular assistance and to request that the diplomatic authorities be immediately notified of his or her arrest or detention.
	Pending compliance

	4. Push for urgent passage of the bill for the “Consular Notification Compliance Act” (“CNCA”), which has been pending with the United States Congress since 2011.
	Pending compliance


III. Procedural Activity
1. On March 11, 2016, the petitioners reported that Mr. Teleguz was scheduled for execution on April 13, 2016. Pursuant to this news, the IACHR issued a press release on April 1, 2016, urging the United States to comply with the recommendations issued in this case, and to fully and properly honor its international human rights obligations, especially those emanating from the American Declaration and the OAS Charter.

2. In 2020, the IACHR requested updated information on compliance from the State on August 19. The State responded on September 16. 

3. The IACHR requested updated information on compliance from the petitioners on August 19, 2020. As of the closing date of this report, the Commission had not received said information from the petitioners. The IACHR observes that the petitioners have not submitted information on the case since 2017. 

IV. Analysis of the information presented 
4. The Commission considers that the information presented by the State in 2020 is irrelevant to update on the follow-up of the case given that it is repetitive of the information presented in previous years, without presenting new information on measures taken recently to comply with at least one of the recommendations issued in Merits Report No. 53/13. 
5. In this sense, because of the lack of updated information on the level of compliance with the recommendations, the IACHR reiterates the analysis of compliance and the conclusions made in its 2019 Annual Report.
V. Analysis of compliance with the recommendations 

6. With regard to the first recommendation, in 2015, the State informed that the Federal Government had forwarded the recommendations to the appropriate officials in the state of Virginia, which had not responded to the request for information.
 In 2016, the State reported that on March 29, 2016, the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals decided to grant Mr. Teleguz’s stay of execution, while his petition for certiorari was decided before the United States Supreme Court.
 In 2020, the State reiterated its earlier position regarding this Merits Report, without mentioning any efforts undertaken this year in order to comply with the recommendations of the IACHR.
7. On March 11, 2016, the petitioners reported that Mr. Teleguz was scheduled for execution on April 13, 2016.
 On March 18, 2017, the petitioners informed that Mr. Teleguz’s death sentence had been commuted to prison without the possibility of parole, thus avoiding his execution.
 

8. The Commission appreciates that Mr. Teleguz’s death sentence was commuted on March 18, 2017, and notes that this constitutes the first step in providing him with effective relief. Based on this, the Commission finds that Recommendation 1 is partially complied. 

9. With regard to the second, third and fourth recommendations, the parties have not presented any information about measures adopted by the State to implement these recommendations. Based on this, the Commission finds that Recommendations 2, 3 and 4 are pending compliance.
VI. Level of compliance of the case  
10. Based on the foregoing, the IACHR concludes that the compliance of the case is partial. Consequently, the Commission will continue to monitor compliance with Recommendations 1 to 4.
11. The IACHR urges the State to adopt the necessary measures to fully comply with the recommendations issued in Merits Report 53/13, and to provide up-to-date and detailed information on these measures to the Commission.
VII. Individual and structural results of the case 
12. This section highlights the individual and structural results of the case which have been informed by the parties.  
A. Individual results of the case 

Reparation of the infringed rights measures

· On March 18, 2017, Mr. Ivan Teleguz’s death sentence was commuted to prison without the possibility of parole. 
B. Structural results of the case

· No structural results have been informed by the parties
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