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Date of Entry: October 14, 2008
National Day:  August 1 
Capital: Porto-Novo
Type of Government: Republic
Head of State: President Patrice Talon (April, 2016)
Minister of Foreign Affairs, African Integration, Francophonie, and Beninese Abroad: Aurelien Agbénonci
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Hector Posset (November 28, 2016)

	ECONOMIC INDICATORS
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Population (in millions)
	9.19
	9.46
	9.73
	10.004
	10.28
	10.57
	10.87

	GDP (US$ in billions)
	6.97
	7.81
	8.15
	9.15
	9.70
	8.29
	8.58

	GDP per capita (US$)
	757.696
	825.943
	837.951
	915.267
	943.687
	783.947
	789.44


Source: www.tradingeconomics.com | The World Bank Group

FOREIGN RELATIONS POLICIES:

· Benin’s foreign policy priorities are geared primarily toward the Western African sub-region and neighboring states: Nigeria, Niger, Togo and Burkina Faso. 
· The Government of Benin has identified the following priority actions within its foreign policy:

· Strengthen international cooperation in order to ensure the sustainable development of Benin ;

· Set forth diplomacy to the service of global democracy and national development;

· Make Benin a prime destination for foreign investment;

· Encourage the creation of companies ' joint venture ' with foreign partners;

· Encourage the relocation to Benin certain industries in developed countries;

· Promote a policy of development of tourism and hotel infrastructure Benin; and
· Implement a clear and precise policy of decentralized cooperation.

· Given its size, one of Benin’s foreign policy priorities centers in protecting its borders and security and to promote democracy abroad. Benin cooperates with the United Nations bodies and the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and contributes to the United Nations peace missions.
· The Department of International Organizations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs follows political trends in international organizations and coordinates Benin’s participation in international conferences.
· The Department of the Americas is responsible for monitoring political issues in all countries of the continent, as well as at a regional level. It also coordinates cooperation in the area of military affairs, defense and security, and follows activities of Inter-American organizations.

INVOLVEMENT WITH THE AMERICAS:
· Benin has four diplomatic representations in the Americas: Brazil, Canada, Cuba, and the United States.

SOURCES:

	PORTAIL OFFICIEL DU GOUVERNEMENT DU BÉNIN

http://www.palais-marina.bj
MINISTRE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGÈRES, DE L’INTÉGRATION AFRICAINE, DE LA FRANCOPHONIE ET DES BÉNINOIS DE L’EXTÉRIEUR (MAEIAFBE)

RÉPUBLIQUE DU BÉNIN DIPLOMATIE

http://www.diplomatie.gouv.bj/index.php
	THE REPUBLIC OF BENIN – EMBASSY TO THE UNITED STATES

http://www.beninembassy.us/
WORLD BANK – TRADING ECONOMICS

www.tradingeconomics.com 




This page was last updated on January 8, 2015.
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